
No One Is  A Stranger In The Christian Community 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
 The work we did in bringing the Zakarian family to Canada is a wonderful example of how much 
can be accomplished when we take up a worthy cause and work together. We’ve been blessed with 
enthusiastic and dedicated parishioners who got together to make this happen. We also worked in 
partnership with our neighbourhood parish, St. Mark’s every step of the way.  But above all, it was your 
gracious response to our appeals for funds which made it all possible.  
 
 It is not easy to leave home, family and friends behind to move elsewhere at the best of times. 
How much harder it must be when families are displaced by war, fear, poverty and unrest. The Zakarians 
have been through much and will continue to face challenges even as they assimilate into our society. I urge 
you all to continue to support them with your prayers.  
 
 Pope Francis in his message for World Day of Migrants and Refugees reminds us that no one is a 
stranger in the Christian community. We are to embrace “every nation, tribe, people and tongue” (Rev 7:9). 
“Each person is precious; persons are more important than things, and the worth of an institution is 
measured by the way it treats the life and dignity of human beings, particularly when they are vulnerable, as 
in the case of child migrants.” 
 
 He calls for particular attention to be given to “the smallest of the small” – a statement directed at 
children who often arrive unaccompanied in their destination countries and are unable to make their voices 
heard and easily become victims of grave violations of human rights. These children become “invisible” 
because they lack documents or arrive in new countries without accompaniment. We must do what we can 
to help them. It is also essential for us to guarantee that migrants, along with their families, “enjoy the full 
recognition of all their rights” in the countries in which they arrive.  
 
 Lastly, Pope Francis asks us all to walk alongside migrants and young people – they need our 
precious help. In his words, “The Church…needs you and supports you in the generous service you offer. 
Do not tire of courageously living the Gospel, which calls you to recognize and welcome the Lord Jesus 
among the smallest and most vulnerable.”                     
       Yours in Christ,   

           Fr. Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R   
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MASSES & SERVICES  
Saturday: 5pm  
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Sunday: 9am, 11am & 5pm  
Monday – Wednesday 8am 
Thursday Mass/Novena:  
8am & 7pm  
Friday, Saturday, Holidays: 9am 
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Saturday: 4-4:45pm 
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Saturday 9:30-10am  
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Sunday: 10-10:45am, 4:30-5pm 
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Friday: 9am-4pm 
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Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R.  
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Joseph Horo, C.Ss.R.  
Office Manager  
Virginia Fong  
Pastoral Coordinator  
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Bookkeeper  
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Theresa Barao 
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IN RESIDENCE 
Brendan Boland, C.Ss.R.  
William Comerford, C.Ss.R. 
 

CONTACT 
Email: parish.olph@rcav.org  
Website: www.olphchurch.ca  
Parish Office: 604-224-4344  
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Jr. Kindergarten: 604-221-0002 

   
 

 

 
The Lord is my light and my salvation.     - Psalm 27 
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Music Ministry  
Catherine Walsh  
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Mary Thompson 604-263-6008 
PREP 
Elizabeth Towers 604-440-8809 
Project Advance 
Bertilla Watanabe 604-224-4344 
RCIA 
Bertilla Watanabe  
bwatanabe@rcav.org 
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Lara Garcia Carton  
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Fr Babu Mathew  
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FOCUS: REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS 

 January 22, 2017                                                              3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Vikin’s wife, Maria, is currently taking a retail 
training course through Mosaic at Sprott Shaw 
College. She has almost finished the course, 
has passed all her exams with flying colours 
and is doing level 4-5 English classes in the 
evenings 3 days a week. Her next steps are 
volunteer training and getting a resume 
together so that she can apply for jobs at the 
end of the month. 

Narod, the teenage daughter is in Grade 11 and  
has just finished her midterms. She has been 
doing very well in the transition to Canadian 
high school life. She is currently picking her 
courses for next year and deciding what post 
secondary track she wants to take. She hopes 
to start dance lessons in the spring.  
 
Varak, the son, is  in Grade 7, making new 
friends and learning English very quickly. He is 
starting soccer and is looking forward to 
learning to play the guitar.  
  
 

Reaching Out To Refugee and Migrant Families  
It has been a year since Canada welcomed the first group of Syrians that the government flew out of refugee 
camps. Last Sunday, the church also celebrated  World Day of Migrants and Refugees  – a very good time for us 
to remember to keep these families in our prayers.  
 
Despite the arrival of more than 36,000 refugees into Canada since Nov. 2015, many newcomers are still waiting 
to be reunited with their families. Canada has almost 19,000 applications to process, and another 4,124 
applicants that have been approved but have not yet arrived in Canada. 
 
Our parish worked with St Mark’s parish to support the Zakarians in their move from Syria to Canada. Thanks to 
the generous financial support of the two parishes and the hard work of the Refugee  Sponsorship Committee 
chaired by Pat Tewfik, we have been able to facilitate the settlement of the Zakarians. Accommodation and the 
needs of a young family were sourced and set-up to ease the process as much possible. Like many other 
immigrants, learning English has been a challenge and the other is finding suitable employment. We got a quick 
update from Pat on what the Zakarians are currently doing.   
 
Vikin Zakarian, the father, is currently  taking English language lessons.  He is a handy man and is eager to get his 
hands on any sort of home repairs and handiwork. Until his language skills improve, he expects getting more 
permanent work might be a challenge.  For now, parishioners who have handy work to be done-- painting, minor 
repairs, may email  patricia.tewfik@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 
Development and Peace has been supporting its local partners to provide food, water, shelter, health care, 
psycho-social services and access to education to many displaced families. You can support them by donating at 
www.devp.org/en. 
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All teens and young adults are 
invited to join the OLPH Youth 
Ministry for snow tubing on Sat 
Feb 18 at 1pm. Please email 
Theresa at olphyouthmin@ 
gmail.com if you are joining us! 

 
 
 
 
If you would like to help with 
preparing and serving a hot lunch 
for the homeless and poor of 
Eastside Vancouver, please sign up 
for the coming Door Is Open  
outreach effort on Tuesday Feb 7. 
Sign-up sheets are at the front of 
the church. You can also sign-up 
online at olphchurch.ca.  
 
 
 

A Healing Mass and the Anointing 
of the Sick will be held on 
Wednesday Feb 8 at 4pm. This will 
be followed by a potluck supper. 
To help those who are organizing 
this supper, please indicate on the 
sign-up sheet at the front of the 
church what sort of food item you 
will be bringing that day.  
 

 Stewardship Reflection 

MINISTRY FOCUS: DEVELOPMENT & PEACE 

“He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed Him.”  
        -- Matthew 4:22  
Just as Jesus called the first apostles, He calls each of us to follow Him, too.  Not everyone is called to 
leave their business or family behind, but we are expected to put God first in everything.  Everything 
from our time in daily prayer, our talent in participating in one of our parish ministries and our 
treasure to support the financial needs of our parish mission. 
                            

        Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis
  

 

Confirmation Meeting: Mandatory Grade 7 Parents & Students Confirmation Meeting on Sat Feb 4 
from 9:30am-11:00am Parish Hall. 
 

Children’s Mass Offering: The next Children’s Mass is on Sun Feb 5 at 9am. To encourage our 
children to become good Christian stewards in their own way, we will put out children’s Mass 
envelopes which young people can pick up at the church entrance when they attend this Mass. 
Please remind your children to bring a few nickels or dimes to put into the envelope to offer up at the 
Collection. No offering is too small! Money from this collection will go to a charitable organization.  
 

CWL Membership Drive: The Catholic Women’s League of Canada (CWL) is a national organization 
rooted in gospel values calling its members to holiness through service to the people of  
God.  A membership in the CWL adds your voice in support of local and national work for many social 
justice issues. We invite every woman in this parish to join! Members will be available at the back of 
the church after mass this weekend and the next to tell you about the CWL, its goals and objectives, 
or  feel free to call:  Lynn Macdonald 604 420 9275. Membership is $30. 
 

2017 Donation Boxes: Please pick up your Sunday Offering Envelopes boxes for 2017 from the church 
foyer. Please do not use 2016 envelopes or envelopes from previous years. If you do not find an 
envelope box in your name, please call the office or put your name on the sheet on the clipboard. 
Thank you! 
 

K of C Charity Appeal: Knights of Columbus 55th Annual Charity Appeal Draw tickets for sale. Cash 
and cars to be won. Tickets are $2 each. 
 

Volunteers needed at City of Vancouver Warming Centre: The City of Vancouver has been extending 
operating hours of select community centres to operate overnight warming centres, from 9 p.m. 
until 7a.m. Catholic Charities encourages the faithful to consider volunteering at a warming centre, 
where volunteers distribute coffee, hot chocolate, and water to members of the public taking refuge 
at one of the following community centres:  
•          The Creekside Community Centre at Olympic Village  
•          The Britannia Community Centre on Commercial Drive 
•          West End Community Centre 
•          Sunset Community Centres  
If you are interested in volunteering, please email vvc.wfm@vancouver.ca and specify the preferred 
community centre location and a site coordinator will contact you to confirm a shift. All volunteers 
must be over 19 years old and willing to undergo a criminal record check. 
 
Pro-life Mass & Vigil: Join us on Saturday, Feb. 4, at 9 a.m. for a peaceful, prayerful vigil for unborn 
children and their parents. Mass will be at Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, Vancouver, followed by the 
Rosary at Burnaby Hospital. For more info., visit rcav.org/pro-life-mass-and-prayer-vigil. 
 
Share Lent Workshop - At the Heart of Change: Join us for Development and Peace’s annual Share 
Lent Workshop entitled: At the Heart of Change. Learn about the challenges faced by women 
globally, and their contributions to the well-being of their families and communities. Participants will 
learn about the social mission of the Church, explore stories from various countries, engage in active 
reflection, and will be offered practical tools, resources and opportunities for engagement. 
Workshop is Saturday, Feb. 4 at St. Jude’s Parish, Vancouver, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. To RSVP, please 
contact Pinky Pascual at pinky.devpeace@gmail.com or by phone at 604-612-9677. 

 
History of Colonization in Canada: On Feb. 11 the First Nations Office of the Archdiocese of 
Vancouver will host a workshop on the History and Legacy of Colonization in Canada. This 
workshop will offer insights into the experiences of Aboriginal People in Canada and the trauma 
caused by colonization and Residential Schools. Join us on Saturday, Feb. 11, from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., at the John Paul II Pastoral Centre, 2885 Saint John Paul II Way in the Karol Wojtyla Hall. 
Event is free and includes lunch. To register, visit rcav.org/event/history-of-colonization or for 
more info., contact Deacon Rennie Nahanee at rnahanee@rcav.org. 

NEWS & NOTICES 

Door Is Open 

JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

Snow Tubing at Mt. Seymour 

 
 

A J Mast for The New York Times 

Healing Mass & Potluck Supper  
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