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Working with the Saints for Conversion
By Fr. Ed Broom, OMV

One of the greatest desires of Almighty God is the conversion of sinners. That poor sinners will leave their
sinful lifestyles and turn back to the love of God is high on the list of God’s desires. Our Lady, who is the one
closest to God Almighty, shares this same desire.
Our Lady of Lourdes, who appeared 18 times in the year 1858 to the little peasant child, Bernadette
Soubirous, asked the little girl to pray and to offer up sacrifices for the conversion of sinners. Very similar to
the message of Lourdes was that of Our Lady of Fatima, who appeared 6 times in the year 1917 to three
simple shepherd children, Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta. Our Lady said with great sorrow in her heart that
many souls were lost because there were not sufficient prayers and sacrifices offered for these poor sinners.
On July 13, 1917, Our Lady appeared to the three children of Fatima and revealed to them a graphic vision of
Hell! From then on the children, but most especially Jacinta, offered many sacrifices for the conversion of
sinners. This vision of hell left such a profound and indelible impression upon Jacinta that she offered all she
possibly could in her short life for the conversion of poor sinners, to win souls for God.
The saints are different in many ways, coming from different historical periods, diverse family backgrounds,
widely diverse cultural environments, endowed with different temperaments as well as intellectual gifts.
However, all the saints have this in common: a great love for God and a great love for what God really loves
most in all of His creation, the salvation of the souls of all the human persons that He has created. This is
what He desires first and foremost: their eternal salvation.
On one occasion a child entered into the office of a priest. The young boy, looking up on the wall saw a few
words written in Latin. Inquisitive, the boy asked the priest the meaning of those few words; these words
were the motto and driving force of the life of this great priest. The interpretation would be: “Give me souls
and take all the rest away.” The name of this priest was the great Saint John Bosco; the name of the boy was
Saint Dominic Savio. This boy turned to Bosco and said: “I am the cloth and you are the tailor; make me into a
saint.” Both Bosco and Savio had this point in common: a great love for God and an inflamed love for the
salvation of souls.
One of the most pervasive maladies in the modern world, even all-pervasive within the Catholic Church, is
the cancer of mediocrity. This is a poisonous and contagious spiritual disease in which many Catholics, have
no fire, have no zeal, no burning desire to work with God for the salvation of immortal souls. All of us must
fight forcefully so as not to slowly descend into this dangerous pit of mediocrity. The lives of the saints can
spur us on.
Conversion to God and a Zeal for Souls
Both Saint Ignatius of Loyola and Saint Francis Xavier underwent powerful conversions which transformed
them into fiery warriors of God, with an ardent desire to save many souls. Ignatius was converted by
receiving a near-fatal wound in the battle of Pamplona and by reading the lives of saints. Upon reading
about the saints, an ardent zeal was ignited in his heart to work with God for the salvation of immortal souls.
In his classic, the Spiritual Exercises, he presents a meditation/contemplation The Call of the Temporal King so
as to follow the call of the Eternal King. One of the primary purposes of this meditation is for us to listen
attentively to the Call of the Eternal King, Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and to work side by side with
Jesus in striving for the conversion of sinners and the salvation of immortal souls.
Saint Francis Xavier went through his conversion by doing the Spiritual Exercises and was radically
transformed into a fiery disciple. The Pope wanted to send priests to India and other countries in the FarEast, following the missionary mandate of Jesus to go out to the whole world to preach and baptize.
Ignatius sent Francis Xavier. The last words that Ignatius said to Xavier, who would become one of the
greatest missionaries in world history, were: “Go set the world on fire!” Thousands were converted in India,
Malaysia and even Japan by Xavier. There were nights when he could no longer lift up his arm because he
had baptized so many individuals.
Now it is our turn! Let us enter into silence which will lead us into prayer. The Lord of Lords and the King of
Kings is calling you right now. He wants you to work with Him. What can you do right now to bring at least
one soul to conversion? Listen to these encouraging words in the Letter of Saint James: “My brothers, if
anyone among you should stray from the truth and someone bring him back, he should know that whoever
brings back a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of
sins.” (James 5:19-20)
In imitation of the saints, let us work hard now and rest for all eternity with the angels, the saints, Our Lady
who is the Queen of angels and saints, and with God Himself. May we all be motivated by the virtue of
apostolic zeal and an ardent desire to work with God in the salvation of countless sinners! Saint Thomas
Aquinas reminds us that one soul is worth more than the whole created universe.
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April 2, 2017

5th Sunday of Lent

Dear Parishioners,
This is Mission Week – a time for us all to buckle down and prepare for a slightly more intense
preparation for Easter. We have been praying the Mission Prayer for several weeks now. By including the
Mission as part of our Lenten preparations, my hope and intention is for you to carry an armful of graces
as we approach Palm Sunday next week. I hope you are looking forward in eager anticipation to the
work of the Holy Spirit in your life through this Mission. Reconciliation is an important aspect of this. You
have the option of attending the Penitential Service today (Sunday) at 2pm and then starting your
Mission experience or doing it mid-way through the Mission on Tuesday evening at 8pm. Several priests
will be present.
A gentle reminder that we still have a stack of tax receipts that need to be picked up. Thank
you for your contributions to the parish throughout the year as well as your support of Project Advance.
Let me give you a quick round-up of the 2016 Appeal.
Over $60,000 in rebates were received after we met the Diocesan goal. These funds will go
toward the seismic upgrade planning and infrastructure renewal. Maybe it was Jubilee fatigue but it
seemed participation was slow at first but picked up to 15.7% of 975 families by the end of the year.
I am hoping to see higher participation this year.
The numbers in summary:
Archdiocesan Goal: $51,000
Total Collected: $118,165.00
Parish Goal: $110,000.00
Portion of Expenses: $5,207.55
Total Rebate Amount: $61,957.45
A heartfelt thank you to all who contributed. The Archdiocese launches its annual campaign
every year immediately after Easter. Our own campaign will begin some weeks after that. I look forward
to your continued dedication and faithful participation in the work of our parish.
Yours in Christ,

Fr. Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R

OLPH School Principal
Lora Clarke
IN RESIDENCE.
William Comerford, C.Ss.R.
CONTACT
Email: parish.olph@rcav.org
Website: www.olphchurch.ca
Parish Office: 604-224-4344
OLPH School: 604-228-8811
Jr. Kindergarten: 604-221-0002

olphchurchvancouver

Sunday April 9
Palm Sunday Blessings of Palms
and Procession at all Masses
Mon – Wed April 10-12
8am Mass as usual
Holy Thursday April 13
(No morning Mass)
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7pm
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament till 10pm

Good Friday April 14
Noon Prayer/Soup & bread: 12 noon
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion: 3pm
Stations of the Cross: 7pm
Holy Saturday April 15
9am Morning Prayer
Confessions: 4-5pm
Easter Vigil 8:30pm
Easter Sunday April 16
Usual Mass Times

With the Lord there is steadfast love and great power to redeem.

- Psalm 130

NEWS & NOTICES

PARISH MISSION

CALENDAR

Share Lent Sunday: Today is Share Lent Sunday. Information leaflets are at the church entrance for
pick-up. If you forgot your envelope this week, please use your Share Lent envelope and drop it off
next Sunday. You can also make donations online at www.devp.org.
Readers: If you would like to be a lector at our Masses, please let us know. Guidelines will be
provided, as well as training if needed. Please contact our Coordinator Roger Poirier for more
information. Email: rogerlpoirier@yahoo.ca.
Mother’s Day Dance Help & Auction Items: We need volunteers to help with ticket sales, set-up and
clean-up for the Mother’s Day Dance. We are also looking for donations of items for the Silent
Auction which mothers would love – spa tickets, wine baskets, restaurant vouchers, a weekend at a
cottage! Please contact Kathy or Jing at communications.olph@rcav.org if you can help.
Door Is Open: Our next Outreach is on Tuesday April 4. Sign-up sheets are in the church foyer.
OLPH Youth Ministry: Grade 7s and teens! If you would like to help with reading and ushering at the
Sunday 5pm Mass, please contact us. We would love to hear from you. Contact Theresa for info.
Email: olphyouthmin@gmail.com
Penitential Service: There will be a Lenten Penitential Service at 2pm Sun April 2 in the church.
Several priests will be present to hear Confessions that afternoon.
Quilters Wanted: Sancta Maria House is Healing/ Recovery House for women that is associated with
Agape Street Ministry. We are located in Kitsilano and are currently in great need of some quilters to
assist our women on Friday afternoons from 1:30 pm to 4:00 pm . Please consider coming out and
sharing yourself and your gifts with our ladies. Please call Sharon @ 604-590-2460
Madonna Group: We meet at noon in the Church hall, a light lunch is served, program starts at
12:30pm. Open to ALL parishioners, $2 at the door. Volunteers available for those seniors who need
a ride. Please contact Monica Cheung at 604-739-8837 if you are interested in attending.
Upcoming Programs: April 5 -- Mission talk/songs with Deacon Bob and Joan Williston.
May 3 -- Parkinson's Disease Potpourri: All you need to know about Parkinson's disease.
Presented by the Parkinson Society B.C.
2016 Tax Receipts: Your 2016 tax receipt is available for pick-up from the Parish Office. Our hours are
Mon-Fri 9am-4pm.
Women’s Vocations Weekend: On the weekend of April 7 - 9, there will be a Monastic Life Workshop
for ladies interested in the consecrated life, at Westminster Abbey, Mission, BC. For more
information call 604-826-8975.
40 Days for Life: During the season of Lent, all are invited to a prayerful vigil outside BC Women’s
Hospital from March 1-April 9. The campaign is a 24-hour vigil. However, for safety reasons most
members pray outdoors in the daytime and at participating churches at night. For the full 40 Days
Adoration schedule, please go to rcav.org.
Point Grey Lenten Prayer Series: Each Wednesday during Lent at 12 noon, the Point Grey Ministerial
is sponsoring a half hour service in various Churches in the Point Grey Area. Point Grey Lenten Series:
Last gathering April 5 - West Point Grey Baptist Church, 4509 W. 11th Ave.

FEBRUARY
COLLECTIONS:
FOR YOUR
GENEROSITY!
Lenten Liturgy and
Lunch Series
2017: Join our THANK
friends atYOU
St Mark’s
for faith,
food and fellowship
every Wednesday during Lent till April 12, after the 12:10pm Mass at St. Mark’s
Parish. After Mass,
FEBRUARY
homemade vegetarian soup and bread will be served free of charge at Plato’s Cave Café in the
Sunday Offering
company
of good speakers - A different topic every week during Lent! $33,010.94
Collection for the Needy

$1,558.00

Catholic Press/BC Catholic

$1,732.00

Children’s Mass Collection

$82.30

Stewardship Reflection
“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” -- JOHN 11:40
Many of us say that we believe in God. We go to church on Sunday. We volunteer for events at our parish. But
when life gets hard, the pressure is on, things aren’t going our way, do we really believe, do we really put our
trust in the Lord? When we live a life of gratitude, being thankful for the gifts we have been given, we really do
see that God is providing all that we need.

Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis

MARCH

Amoris Laetitia:

LENTEN TALKS

The Joy of Love

Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love).
Lenten Talks Friday 7:30pm- 8pm after
the 7pm Way of the Cross.
Apr 7: Pastoral Perspectives

Jesse Gemmell shares
thoughts on family life
with our
parishioners
from Pope
Francis in our
Lenten series.

APRIL
PARISH MISSION April 2 – 5
RECEIVE, GIVE THANKS, BREAK AND
SHARE: THE EUCHARIST UNFOLDING
THE MERCY OF GOD
Presented by the Mission Team:
Deacon Bob Williston and Joan
Williston
Sunday Evening: "Receive the Mercy
of God.” April 2, 6pm
Like the Father in the Prodigal Son
story, the mercy of God is everpresent, and waiting for our return
home. The mercy is freely given, with
no strings attached. God's mercy
is best seen in the encounters
between Jesus and those most in
need of His mercy!
Monday Evening: "Give Thanks for
God's Mercy." April 3, 7pm
Our response to this invitation of
mercy is molded deep in our hearts by
the Eucharist we celebrate regularly.
The Greek word "Eucharistia" means
to give thanks! We can fashion a heart
of gratitude both in our prayer life and
in our relationships with people.
Tuesday Evening: "Our Brokenness
Needs the Merciful Touch of Jesus"
April 4, 7pm Confessions: 8pm
The healing touch of Christ from the
cross reaches out to any wounded
heart. His gentleness and compassion
can transform and heal us when we
find it difficult to love or be loved.
"By his wounds we are healed."
Wednesday Evening: "Sharing the
Mercy of God with a World in Need"
April 5, 7pm
The Eucharist is meant to transform us
into a people of compassion and
care. We live in a world so
desperately in need of our healing and
merciful presence. The mercy we
have received is meant to be shared
with others.

Are you ready for the Mission? A Mission is a wonderful sign of
God's grace acting in a dynamic way to bring about a change of
heart in those who give themselves to God's Word. It will offer
the whole community an opportunity to gather, listen, pray and
sing together.
A mission is an opportunity for a parish to experience in a
heightened and intense way spiritual services, sermons, and
sacraments focusing on the major themes of our faith. It is an
opportunity to share the joy of what Christ has done to set us
free from sin so that we may live in Him.
The Redemptorists have a tradition of preaching the message of
salvation. St. Alphonsus saw a mission as an opportunity for
healing, renewal and reconciliation. It is a Gospel of
unconditional love to move hearts and change lives. It is not
merely a nice shot in the arm, but rather the beginning of a
renewed relationship with Jesus. The emphasis is on love and
mercy coupled with the availability for reconciliation and downto-earth preaching.
Bob Williston
Bob is a father, grandfather, teacher, missionary, singersongwriter, recording artist and retreat leader. Bob completed
his Master of Divinity Degree from Newman Theological College
in Edmonton. He and Joan were Lay Missionaries of the Most
Holy Redeemer, working for thirty years with the Redemptorist
Mission Team. Bob also worked in a number of rural parishes as
a Parish Life Director. He was a Pastoral Associate at the
Cathedral of the Holy Family in Saskatoon for three years. Bob
was ordained to the Permanent Diaconate by Archbishop Peter
Mallon in 1999 in the Archdiocese of Regina.
Joan Williston
Joan in a mother, grandmother, missionary, and a recently
retired dental hygienist. She is the mother of three grown
children, married to Bob for almost 40 years!
Joan lived the missionary life with Bob for six years before being
blessed with three children; Marina, Daniel and Bobby. She has a
special gift for working with the elderly as she specialized in
Dental Hygiene for seniors when she worked in that profession.
Bob and Joan are now semi-retired and conduct Parish Missions
and Retreats out of Lethbridge Alberta.
Redemptorists hold a special place in their hearts for unchurched Catholics, and especially welcome people who have
been away from the Church. The parish mission team makes
personal phone calls to each parishioner, and to people whom
they think need a little help in coming back to the church.

The Ethical Formation of Children
A person’s affective and ethical development is ultimately grounded in a particular
experience, namely, that his or her parents can be trusted. This means that
parents, as educators, are responsible, by their affection and example, for
instilling in their children trust and loving respect.
Correction of Children
Children who are lovingly corrected feel cared for; they perceive that they are
individuals whose potential is recognized. This does not require parents to be
perfect, but to be able humbly to acknowledge their own limitations and make
efforts to improve.
The Right Attitude to Correction
Still, one of the things children need to learn from their parents is not to get
carried away by anger. A child who does something wrong must be corrected, but
never treated as an enemy or an object on which to take out one’s own
frustrations. An attitude constantly prone to punishment would be harmful and
not help children to realize that some actions are more serious than others. It
would lead to discouragement and resentment.
Detachment from Impulses
When children or adolescents are not taught to realize that some things have to
be waited for, they can become obsessed with satisfying their immediate needs
and develop the vice of “wanting it all now”. This is a grand illusion which does
not favour freedom but weakens it. On the other hand, when we are taught to
postpone some things until the right moment, we learn self-mastery and
detachment from our impulses.

Mother’s Day Dance!
6-9pm Saturday May 13, 2017 @ OLPH School Gym
Buffet Dinner | Dancing | Silent Auction | Door Prizes
$40 Adults I $15 Kids (3-12 Years) Tickets go on sale
after weekend Masses and at the Parish Office!

It’s about time mom had some fun!!

An olph youth ministry fundraiser!

