
In Celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation 
 

Dear Friends & Parishioners, 
 

Now that our Grade 2s and 7s have received the sacraments of initiation, I would like to remind parents of 
the importance and significance of making sure the whole family is at Mass to continue to receive the graces 
that come with these sacraments. 
 
St. John Paul II says in The Role of The Christian Family in the Modern World,  “The Holy Spirit, who is poured 
forth in the celebration of the sacraments, is the living source and inexhaustible sustenance of the 
supernatural communion that gathers believers, and links them with Christ and with each other in the unity 
of the Church of God. The Christian family constitutes a specific revelation and realization of ecclesial 
communion, and for this reason too it is called "the domestic Church."  
 
The domestic church needs to make it to the parish church! All members of the family, each according to his 
or her own gift, has the grace and responsibility of building our parish community day by day and week by 
week. It would make me very happy to see all these children at Mass with their parents each week. 
 
This is also a good time to remind families (with at least one practicing Catholic parent) whose school-going 
children have not been baptized, that September is the time to contact me about preparing your child for 
Baptism. Too often, I get parents who tell me a few months before First Communion or Confirmation that 
they would like their children to receive the sacraments along with their classmates. Sorry…I can’t do this. 
Canon Law states that all children who have reached the age of reason (Grade 3 or older) must be involved 
in RCIA either with parents or in a separate Catechism class with other children in this situation.  We have 
made these arrangements in the past but I need to know as soon as the school year begins.  
 
Thank you for cooperating in bringing up our children in the Faith. Blessings and congratulations to all Grade 
7 students who were confirmed. Let us keep them in our prayers. 
                                    
              Yours in Christ, 

               Fr. Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R 
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MASSES & SERVICES  
Saturday: 5pm  
(Anticipated Mass) 
Sunday: 9am, 11am & 5pm  
Monday – Wednesday 8am 
Thursday Mass/Novena:  
8am & 7pm  
Friday, Saturday, Holidays: 9am 
(Fridays in July & August: 8am)  
Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4-4:45pm 
Adoration  
Saturday 9:30-10am  
Library Hours  
Sunday: 10-10:45am, 4:30-5pm 
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Friday: 9am-4pm 
STAFF 
Pastor  
Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R.  
Associate Pastor  
Joseph Horo, C.Ss.R.  
Office Manager  
Virginia Fong  
Pastoral Coordinator  
Bertilla Watanabe  
Bookkeeper  
Corinna Siy 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Theresa Barao 
  

OLPH School Principal 
Lora Clarke 
 

IN RESIDENCE.  
William Comerford, C.Ss.R. 
 

CONTACT 
Email: parish.olph@rcav.org  
Website: www.olphchurch.ca  
Parish Office: 604-224-4344  
OLPH School: 604-228-8811  
Jr. Kindergarten: 604-221-0002 
 

 

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth!    - Psalm 66 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

Parish Council 
Crystal Lynch 
crystallynch2000@gmail.com 
Finance Council 
Lauri Ann Fenlon 
lauri.ann.fenlon@gmail.com  
Parish Education Committee 
Renee Stafford 
pec@olphbc.ca 
 

COORDINATORS 
Altar Guild 
Bridget Bird 604-228-9180 
Altar Servers 
Kate Carr 604-730-5640 
Catholic Women’s League 
Lynn MacDonald 
bob.lynn.macdonald@gmail.com 
Children’s Liturgy 
Rosanna Falbo 604-253-1412 
Craft Group 
Doris Rankin 604-224-0876 
Development & Peace 
William Wingson 778-866-8504 
Eucharistic Ministry 
Pamela Brammall 604-228-9206 
Food Bank 
Robyn Sirmul robynsirmul@shaw.ca 
Hospitality Ministry 
Gerry Macken 604-222-1369 
Knights of Columbus 
Doug McFeely 604-928-9502 
Library  
Katherine Hill 
kathswim2012@gmail.com 
Liturgy of the Hours 
Bridget Clark 604-228-8773 
Madonna Group 
Monica Cheung 604-739-8837 
Ministry of the Word 
Roger Poirier 604-224-0426 
Music Ministry  
Catherine Walsh  
catherine.organist@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care 
Mary Thompson 604-263-6008 
PREP 
Elizabeth Towers 604-440-8809 
Project Advance 
Bertilla Watanabe 604-224-4344 
RCIA 
Bertilla Watanabe  
bwatanabe@rcav.org 
Social Justice/St. Vincent de Paul 
Mark Thompson 778-891-6275 
Volunteers Coordinator 
Lara Garcia Carton  
olphchurchvolunteers@gmail.com 
Weddings 
Fr. Babu Mathew  
604-224-4344 
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SAINTS & PRAYER 

 May 21, 2017                                                                              6th Sunday of Easter 

 

5 Prayers All Catholics Should Know 

 

 
The apparition of an angel and Our Lady to three 
poor children in Fatima, Portugal in the early 20th 
century is one of the most famous miracles in the 
Catholic world. The children received many 
messages, mostly calling for personal conversion and 
prayer, as well as the words of 5 new prayers. 
 
The first prayer is one many Catholics are likely 
already familiar with, but the other 4 are not as well-
known. Here are the 5 prayers given to the children 
at Fatima: 
 
1) The Fatima Prayer/Decade Prayer 
“O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the 
fires of hell, lead all souls to Heaven, especially those 
most in need of Thy mercy. Amen.” 
 
Mary told the children that people should add this 
prayer to the end of each decade of the Rosary. 
 
2) The Pardon Prayer 
“My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love Thee! I 
beg pardon for all those that do not believe, do not 
adore, do not hope and do not love Thee.” 
 
This prayer was given to the children by the angel 
that visited them in 1916, the year before Mary 
appeared to them. 
 
3) The Angel’s Prayer 
“O Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, I 
adore Thee profoundly. I offer Thee the most 
precious Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus 
Christ present in all the tabernacles of the world, in 
reparation for the outrages, sacrileges and 
indifferences by which He is offended. By the infinite 
merits of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary I beg the conversion of 
poor sinners.” 
 
This is another prayer given to them by the angel. 
There was a Eucharistic host and chalice suspended 
in the air, and the angel led them in kneeling before it 
and praying this prayer. 
 
4) The Eucharistic Prayer 
“Most Holy Trinity, I adore Thee! My God, my God, I 
love Thee in the Most Blessed Sacrament.” 
 
When Mary appeared to the children for the first 
time on May 13, 1917, she said, “You will have much to 
suffer, but the grace of God will be your comfort.” 
According to Lucia, one of the children, a bright light 
shone all around them, and without thinking about it, 
they all started reciting this prayer. 
 
5) The Sacrifice Prayer 
“O Jesus, it is for the love of Thee, in reparation for 
the offenses committed against the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, and for the conversion of poor sinners 
[that I do this].” 
 
Mary gave the children this prayer, as well as the 
Fatima Prayer/Decade Prayer, on June 13th, 1917. The 
prayer is meant to be recited when you are offering 
up suffering to God. So get praying! 
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Last Saturday at Mass on the solemnity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary of Fatima for the centenary of the 
apparitions at the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima today, 
Pope Francis proclaimed Blessed Jacinta and Francisco 
Marto saints. He reminded the faithful that 
godlessness “risks leading to hell” but that Mary came 
to remind us that “God’s light dwells within us and 
protects us.” He said we can take the shepherd 
children “as our examples” whom the Virgin Mary 
“introduced into the immense ocean of God’s light and 
taught to adore him.” “She enveloped them in the 
mantle of Light that God had given her,” he said.  
 
The Vatican said an estimated 500,000 faithful 
attended today's Mass. The Holy Father made the 
remarks in his homily which he gave after the rite of 
canonization. 
 
Our Lady foretold, and warned us about, a way of life 
that is godless and indeed profanes God in his 
creatures.  Such a life – frequently proposed and 
imposed – risks leading us to hell.  Mary came to 
remind us that God’s light dwells within us and 
protects us, for, as we heard in the first reading, “the 
child [of the woman] was snatched away and taken to 
God” (Rev 12:5).  In Lucia’s account, the three chosen 
children found themselves surrounded by God’s light 
as it radiated from Our Lady.  She enveloped them in 
the mantle of Light that God had given her.   
 
According to the belief and experience of many 
pilgrims, Fatima is more than anything this mantle of 
Light that protects us, here, as in almost no other 
place on earth.  We need but take refuge under the 
protection of the Virgin Mary and to ask her, as the 
Salve Regina teaches: “show unto us… Jesus”. 
 
Dear pilgrims, we have a Mother. Clinging to her like 
children, we live in the hope that rests on Jesus.  When 
Jesus ascended to heaven, he brought to the Heavenly 
Father our humanity, which he assumed in the womb 
of the Virgin Mary and will never forsake.  Like an 
anchor, let us fix our hope on that humanity, seated in 
heaven at the right hand of the Father.  May this hope 
guide our lives!  It is a hope that sustains us always, to 
our dying breath. 
              www.ncreginster.com 

Canonization of Jacinta and 
Francisco at Fatima 
By Edward Pentin 
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CALENDAR 

 
 
Sunday June 4: After 11am Mass. 
We are celebrating our parish’s 
cultural diversity with a big pot-luck 
celebration under four general groups 
– European, Canadian/N. American, 
Asian and S. American. Wear an ethnic 
costume if you can! 
 
Bring a Dish: Please bring a casserole-
size dish of a meat, vegetable or 
noodle/pasta/rice dish or dessert with 
a label or small flag of the country you 
represent. Knights of Columbus will 
be at the church doors before Mass to 
receive your dish for placement at the 
table. 
 
Coordinators Wanted: We need 8 
volunteer coordinators to facilitate 
this event. Use the sign-up sheets at 
the front of the church or contact the 
parish office if you can help. 
 
Cultural Performance: If you would 
like to share some music or a dance 
from your culture for this outdoor 
celebration, please contact the office.  
 
 
 
The next Door is Open outreach effort 
is on Tuesday June 6. The idea is to 
prepare lunch for the  poor and 
homeless in Eastside Vancouver. We 
start at about 8am and finish at about 
2:30pm. If you would like to help, 
please put your name down on the 
sign-up sheet. We need about 25 
volunteers.  

 
 
 
Archbishop Pettipas is our guest 
speaker at this year’s Triduum 
Novena & Talks. This will climax 
with a big Mass to celebrate our 
feast day at 4pm on Sunday June 
25 to be followed by a reception.  
All are invited. Bring a large 
dessert to share at the Sunday 
reception. 
 
-Thurs Novena & Talk June 22: 
6:45pm  
-Fri Novena & Talk June 23: 
6:45pm 
-Sat Novena & Talk June 24: 6pm 
(After the 5pm Mass) 
-Sun June 25: Mass at 4pm  
(No Mass at 11am and 5pm) 
 
 
 

Stewardship Reflection 

“For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be God’s will, than for doing evil.” 1 PETER 3:17 
 
The old line says “if you want to make God laugh, tell him your plans.” Many of us are diligent in our 
planning, making sure things are progressing smoothly, then disaster strikes, we don’t get the result 
that was intended. An unforeseen problem arises. Many times we may respond negatively. Why me? 
I did everything right! Here’s the thing – God has a different and better plan in store for you. 
                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                 Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

OLPH “Project Timothy” & Discovery Faith Study Reunion:  Are you a participant in “Project 
Timothy” faith studies here or at any parish? Have you ever taken part in a Discovery Faith Study 
- here, at another parish, or on a university campus? ALL participants who have ever taken a 
“Discovery Faith Study” are invited to join us for lunch on Sunday, May 28 after the 11 am Mass - 
for a fun celebration and a look ahead to what is coming up for our parish and the Archdiocese 
with Project Timothy this year. RSVP to shankelly@me.com.  
 
Food Bank: On the weekend of May 27 & 28. The focus is on baby food. 
 

PEC Election: Dear Parishioners, two nominations for positions on the PEC were received by the 
Nominating Committee at closing time last week. The two nominees will take office by 
acclamation as there are no other nominees. They are Ed Barnes and Jutta Zeisler. Also, Fred 
Tewfik has been appointed by the Committee to replace Peter Dodge for the maintenance 
portfolio. Thank you Peter for your kind service and commitment to the Committee. We look 
forward to working with all members of the team in the coming school year. 
 
PREP Pre-Registration: The Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) is for elementary school aged 
children who are not attending Catholic school. Pre-registration for the 2017/2018 school year is now 
being accepted. Please contact Elizabeth Towers at 604-440-8809 or email prep@olphbc.ca for 
information. Pre-registrations continue till the end of June. 
 
PREP Teachers & Teaching Assistants Needed: Would you like to share your talents by helping out as 
a teacher or teaching assistant? PREP is for children Grades 1-7 who do not go to Catholic school but 
need to be educated in the Faith. For more information, please contact Elizabeth Towers at 604-440-
8809 or email prep@olphbc.ca. 
 
Frs. Francis Chang & Peter Chiang’s Ordination Anniversary: Join us for a Mass of Thanksgiving 
celebrated by Archbishop Michael Miller on Monday, May 22 at 5 pm in St. Monica Church, Richmond., 
followed by dinner from 6:15 p.m. at Continental Restaurant, Richmond (Cambie & No. 5 Rd.). For 
more info., please contact: Mary Waung at 778-321-0618. 
 
Reclaim your dream and get married in the Church: Would you like to get your marriage blessed so 
you can receive the sacraments? We can help you. On September 16, 2017, Archbishop Miller, CSB, will 
celebrate the blessing of marriages at St. Clare's Parish, Coquitlam for a large number of civilly 
married couples. Be a part of it. To learn more, check out our upcoming information session on May 
31 at 6:30pm at Our Lady of Good Counsel, Surrey. For more info, please contact Deacon Greg at 604-
771-2975 or Jimmy at 778-378-5389. 
 
Ordinations to the Permanent Diaconate: Join us as we welcome three more permanent deacons on 
Friday, May 26 at 7 p.m. Richard Chau, Patrick Dwan, and Tony Gray have gone through the 
archdiocese’s four-year permanent diaconate program of preparation for service to the local Church 
and will be ordained permanent deacons at Holy Rosary Cathedral. All are welcome to attend. 
 
Birthright Vancouver: Our annual fundraising WALK/RUN is on its way!  We will meet at Holy Name 
Parish in Vancouver, walk around Queen Elizabeth Park and gather to eat. This year the event will also 
feature Dr. Willard Johnston, a strong advocate for life and a well received speaker who has 
contributed to the BC Catholic and Huffington Post. In the spirit of Canada's 150th, we are celebrating 
this Canadian-born international organization which supports women all over the world. 
Together we can help take the crisis out of crisis pregnancy! 

NEWS & NOTICES 

Door Is Open 

SACRAMENTS: Confirmation 

Pentecost Celebration 

 

OLPH Triduum Mission & Feast  

JUNE 

 On Saturday Pope Francis held a special prayer vigil in anticipation of World Youth Day and 
 the 2018 Synod of Bishops, telling youth that they are the voice of the future and as such, 
 have something to say to the entire Church. 
 
Like Mary,  the world today needs young people that go with haste, who don’t get tired of going 
with haste. Of young people who have that vocation of feeling that for them, life offers a mission,” 
Pope Francis said. 
 
He emphasized the world and the Church need youth who participate in this journey and are 
engaged in the process. Participating in this journey involves risks and the possibility of making 
mistakes but if young people don’t take risks, “they have grown old. We must take risks.” 
 
Pointing to how Sr. Marialisa, a guest speaker said in her testimony that she had quit going to 
church after receiving the sacrament of Confirmation, Pope Francis noted that the sacrament is 
frequently called the sacrament of “Arrivederci,” meaning “goodbye,” since youth typically stop 
attending church after. 
 
Part of the reason for this, he said, is many youth don’t know what to do after Confirmation. Sr. 
Marialista never stopped, wasn’t afraid to take risks even when she went astray before eventually 
discovering her vocation.  
 
“You must prepare for the future, the future is in your hands,” he told the youth, “the entire Church 
wants to hear from youth…what they think, what they want, what they feel, what they criticize and 
what they are most drawn to. Everything.” 
 
Francis noted that in life we spend a lot of time asking the question “who am I?” and can spend a 
lifetime contemplating the answer. The real question we have to ask ourselves is “for whom am I?” 
Just as Mary was able to ask that question and discern that she was to go help her cousin 
immediately,  the youth of  today must also ask this question. The answer to this question will keep 
them busy for their entire lives. It’s a task “that makes you think, makes you feel, makes you work,” 
he said, and stressed the importance of knowing how to speak the “three languages: the language 
of the head, of the heart and of the hands. And to go forward.” 
 
The synod, he said, is not just a “parlor” to hang out at, and it’s not “just a circus or party for people 
to come together to speak,” but is rather a place to find “concreteness,” because “in this liquid 
society, concreteness is needed. And concreteness is your vocation.:                                     
                                                                                                                                                          Sources: CAN/EWTN 

Pope: The Journey After Confirmation 

Grade 7s Share Their Thoughts 
on Confirmation 
 
Confirmation was definitely an incredible 

experience I’ll never forget, especially with 

such a humorous bishop helping us 

complete our Christian Initiation.  
 
I definitely noticed the sincerity of the ceremony, 
and the rite itself helped me strengthen my 
relationship with God. The bishop was definitely 
extremely devoted to God and helped us 
understand the true meaning of Confirmation and 
why we receive it, with his many stories and 
explanations. Before this happened, and as we 
entered the church, I felt a bit nervous because of 
all the people staring at us. However, as the service 
carried on, I began to relax due to the familiar 
procession of mass.  
 
When it was almost time for the 

laying on of the hands and the 

anointing of the oil, I became a bit 

nervous but was exhilarated to 

finally complete my Baptismal vows. 

When Bishop Monroe anointed me with 

the oil, I felt like a third 

presence was beside me and watching 

over me. I can’t really describe it 

but I knew that God was with me and 

that I was starting down my path as 

a Catholic by choice.  

 

I really see my Christian journey going uphill 

from now on, and I will continue to ask God for 

help when I’m not at my best. I hope that I can 

inspire others to do the same through actions of 

love and compassion that only God could have 

inspired.  
 

All in all, Confirmation was truly a life-changing 

experience and I look forward to the years ahead! 

 

Please pray for soul of Joseph Gerard MacKinnon.  
His funeral will be held in our parish at 11am Thursday May 25, 2017. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine upon him.  

May he rest in peace. Amen. 
 

Amen. 
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