
Dear Parishioners, 
 

May is a wonderful time for us to remember and renew our devotion to Mother Mary. As some of you know, 
this year is the centennial of the Fatima apparitions in Portugal when Our Lady appeared to three children 
and asked them to pray the Rosary and offer sacrifices for the conversion of sinners.   
 
In the coming weeks, I hope you will spend more time in prayer in the presence of our Blessed Mother. The 
grotto is looking very attractive with Spring blossoms. It’s an ideal spot for the Rosary as well as quiet 
meditation.  Our focus on Mary in the month of May will pave the way nicely for our own feast day 
celebrations in late June.  
 

You may wish to say a short prayer of Consecration to Our Lady: Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, I renew my 
consecration to you and to your Immaculate Heart. Please accept me, my dear Mother, and use me as you wish 
to accomplish your designs upon the world. I am all yours, my Mother, my Queen, and all that I have is yours. 
 

Pope Paul VI wrote, “Everything in Mary leads us toward her Son, our only Savior, by whose foreseen merits 
she was preserved immaculate and full of grace; everything in Mary lifts up our hearts to the praise of the 
Holy Trinity." 
 

It is also a tradition on the 4th Sunday of Easter to pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  You 
will hear a brief message from Archbishop Miller at all Masses. Have a blessed week! 
  

                                  Yours in Christ, 

               Fr. Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R 
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The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.     - Psalm 23 
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people to a true solidarity will we be able to overcome the "culture of waste," which doesn't concern only 
food and goods but, first and foremost, the people who are cast aside by our techno-economic 
systems which, without even realizing it, are now putting products at their core, instead of people. 
 

Solidarity is not an automatic mechanism. It cannot be programmed or controlled. It is a free response born 
from the heart of each and everyone. Yes, a free response! When one realizes that life, even in the middle of 
so many contradictions, is a gift, that love is the source and the meaning of life, how can they withhold their 
urge to do good to another fellow being? 
 

On Hope 
To Christians, the future does have a name, and its name is Hope. Feeling hopeful does not mean to be 
optimistically naïve and ignore the tragedy humanity is facing. Hope is the virtue of a heart that doesn't lock 
itself into darkness, that doesn't dwell on the past, does not simply get by in the present, but is able to see a 
tomorrow. Hope is the door that opens onto the future. Hope is a humble, hidden seed of life that, with time, 
will develop into a large tree. It is like some invisible yeast that allows the whole dough to grow, that brings 
flavor to all aspects of life. And it can do so much, because a tiny flicker of light that feeds on hope is enough 
to shatter the shield of darkness. A single individual is enough for hope to exist, and that individual can be 
you. And then there will be another "you," and another "you," and it turns into an "us."  
 

A Revolution of Tenderness                                      
What is tenderness? It is a movement that starts from our heart and reaches the eyes, the ears and the 
hands. Tenderness means to use our eyes to see the other, our ears to hear the other, to listen to the 
children, the poor, those who are afraid of the future. To listen also to the silent cry of our common home,  
of our sick and polluted earth. Tenderness means to use our hands and our heart to comfort the other, to 
take care of those in need. 
 

Tenderness is the language of the young children, of those who need the other. A child’s love for mom and 
dad grows through their touch, their gaze, their voice, their tenderness. I like hearing parents adapt the way 
they speak to their little child, sharing the same level of communication. This is tenderness: being on the 
same level as the other. God himself descended through Jesus to be on our level. This is the path that Jesus 
himself took. He lowered himself, he lived his entire human existence practicing the real, concrete language 
of love. 
 

Tenderness is the path of choice for the strongest, most courageous men and women. Tenderness is not 
weakness; it is fortitude. It is the path of solidarity, the path of humility. Please, allow me to say it loud and 
clear: the more powerful you are, the more your actions will have an impact on people, the more responsible 
you are to act humbly. If you don’t, your power will ruin you, and you will ruin the other. Through humility 
and concrete love, on the other hand, power – the highest, the strongest one – becomes a service, a force for 
good. 
 

The future of humankind isn't exclusively in the hands of politicians, of great leaders, of big companies.  
Yes, they do hold an enormous responsibility. But the future is, most of all, in the hands of people who 
recognize the other as a "you" and themselves as part of an "us." We all need each other. And so, please, 
think of me as well with tenderness, so that I can fulfill the task I have been given for the good of the 
other, of each and every one, of all of you, of all of us.    

On Hope, Solidarity and Tenderness 

By Bertilla Watanabe 

 

The TED Talks are known for their choice of speakers which 
inspire ideas and innovation. The choice of Pope Francis as a 
speaker last week was a surprise for many… or not. 
Here are excerpts from his 17-minute presentation. 
 

On a happy future: 
Many of us, nowadays, seem to believe that a happy future is 
something impossible to achieve. While such concerns must  
be taken very seriously, they are not invincible. They can be 
overcome when we don't lock our door to the outside 
world. Happiness can only be discovered as a gift of harmony 
between the whole and each single component. Even science, 
points to an understanding of reality as a place where every 
element connects and interacts with everything else. 
 

On Solidarity: 
How wonderful would it be if solidarity, this beautiful and, at 
times, inconvenient word, were not simply reduced to social 
work, and became, instead, the default attitude in political, 
economic and scientific choices, as well as in the relationships 
among individuals, peoples and countries. Only by educating  

“Tenderness is the 

path of choice for 

the strongest…” 
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CALENDAR 

 
 
 
 
Married 5 months? Married  45 Years? 
Engaged to be married? 

In today’s busy world spouses know 
that spending time together is good 
for their marriage, but often other 
priorities take precedence. Six Dates 
for Couples: The Beatitudes invites 
married and engaged couples to 
spend an hour growing together as a 
loving, faith-filled couple. Each session 
features a short video, practical and 
spiritually inspiring, followed by the 
opportunity for reflection, prayer, 
fellowship and fun.  This 6-week 
program hosted by Derek and Silvana 
Carr is from 7 - 8 pm starting 
Wednesday May 10 and ending on 
June 14. Let us know if, to attend the 
program, you need a child-minder. 
Please email Bertilla 
bwatanabe@rcav.org to register.  
 
 
 
 
Mother’s Day Dance Ticket Sales 
Tickets are available for sale after all 
weekend Masses as well as at the 
parish office during the week. School 
parents can also buy tickets on Fridays 
before and after the 9am School Mass 
as well as on Mondays before and 
after Assembly. 
 
 
 
 
Sunday May 21, 2016 @ 10:00 am – 
11:00 am 
Vancouver Art Gallery (South Plaza,  
N. side of Robson St) 750 Hornby St 
Vancouver. Attendance is free. 
 
Rosary Rally, in honour of the Most 
Holy Trinity and Our Lady. This year 
commemorates 100 years since the 
Fatima apparitions to the three 
children.  
 
The group will be praying for the 
following intentions: 
1.      To make reparation to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary 
2.      For the fulfillment of the 
consecration of Russia, as Our Lady 
requested 
3.      For all souls who have no-one to 
pray for them 
4.      That God’s Law be upheld over 
the issue of euthanasia and abortion: 
“Thou shalt not kill”. 
 
 

Stewardship Reflection 

 

And Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ…”                       
         -- ACTS 2:38 
The word “repent” means to turn from sin, to change our actions. When it comes to change, do we take 
responsibility for change or do we think that others have to change instead? Change that is permanent 
comes from within, we must take control and be disciplined. Remember though that we are not alone, 
Jesus is there to help lighten the load. 
                                                                                                                 Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  

 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations: Good Shepherd Sunday, May 7, has traditionally been designated 
by the Church as the World Day of Prayer for Vocations.  The whole Church, therefore, is united today 
in praying that more men will answer God’s call to be the visible face of the Good Shepherd in our 
world. On this day, all are invited to pray the Rosary, or some part of it, especially as a family, with the 
intention of an increase in vocations to the priesthood and the consecrated life. Visit rcav.org/pray-
for-vocations for special meditations on the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary with a vocations theme. 
 
PEC Elections: For the 2017/2018 school year, there are three vacancies - two to be filled by election  
(2-year terms) and one by Pastoral appointment (2-year term).  
Election Dates/Times: May 27 and May 28, 2017.  Polling stations will be open for one hour after each 
Mass on these dates.   
Eligible for Nomination: Practicing Catholics, 21 years and older and approved by the Pastor.  
Eligible to Nominate: Only persons eligible to hold office are eligible to nominate candidates.  
Members of Nominating Committee: Fr Babu Mathew, Renee Stafford and Kate Nemeth.  
Pick-Up Forms: Nomination forms available at the Parish office.   
Nominating Committee Email: pec@olphbc.ca if you have any questions. 
Deadline for completed forms (with all required signatures) to be dropped off at the Parish 
Office: 4pm Wednesday May 17, 2017.   
 

PREP Pre-Registration: The Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) is for elementary school aged 
children who are not attending Catholic school. Pre-registration for the 2017/2018 school year is now 
being accepted. Please contact Elizabeth Towers at 604-440-8809 or email prep@olphbc.ca for 
information. You can also register on Tuesday May 16 which is the last day of this year’s program.  
 

PREP Teachers & Teaching Assistants Needed: Would you like to share your talents by helping out as 
a teacher or teaching assistant? PREP is for children Grades 1-7 who do not go to Catholic school but 
need to be educated in the Faith. For more information, please contact Elizabeth Towers at 604-440-
8809 or email prep@olphbc.ca. 
 
Reclaim your dream and get married in the Church: Would you like to get your marriage blessed so 
you can receive the sacraments? We can help you. On September 16, 2017, Archbishop Miller, CSB, will 
celebrate the blessing of marriages at St. Clare's Parish, Coquitlam for a large number of civilly 
married couples. Be a part of it. To learn more, check out our upcoming information session on May 
17 at 6:30 p.m., at St. Francis de Sales, Burnaby, or May 31 at 6:30 p.m, at Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
Surrey. For more info, please contact Deacon Greg at 604-771-2975 or Jimmy at 778-378-5389. 
 

March for Life: This year’s March for Life will be held on Thursday, May 11, marking the 10th annual 
March for Life in Victoria. The March will commence from Centennial Square at 1:45 p.m. and proceed 
to the Legislature. The Rally will commence at 2:15 p.m. Theme is “Human Rights Still Matter” with 
special guest speaker Archbishop Miller, CSB, Irene De Souza, Stan Leyenhorst and Dr. Paul 
Chamberlain.  For more info. or transportation options, visit http://www.m4lvictoria.ca/ 

 

Focus On Life Gala Dinner: Join us for the 19th Annual Focus on Life Gala Dinner. This year’s theme is 
“Joy From the Unexpected” with featured speaker Kim Phúc, War Survivor and Human Rights 
Advocate. Monday, May 15 at 6:30 p.m. (Doors Open at 5:30 p.m.) at the Italian Cultural Centre, 3075 
Slocan Street, Vancouver. Tickets $75 each or $750 per table. To reserve your tickets, contact 604-532-
0023 or visit http://focusonlife.ca/ for more info. 

NEWS & NOTICES 

Mother’s Day Dance 
 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL TOUR  

Mother’s Day Dance! 
6-9:30pm Saturday May 13, 2017 @ OLPH School Gym 

Buffet Dinner | Dancing | Silent Auction | Door Prizes 
 $40 Adults I $15 Kids (3-12 Years) Tickets on sale  
after weekend Masses and at the Parish Office! 

It’s about time mom had some fun!! 
 

An olph youth ministry fundraiser! 

MAY 

Six Dates for Couples 
 

May is the Month of Mary. 

Don’t forget to say the 

Rosary at home! 

 
The month of May is the "month which the 
piety of the faithful has especially dedicated to 
Our Blessed Lady," and it is the occasion for a 
"moving tribute of faith and love which 
Catholics in every part of the world pay to the 
Queen of Heaven.  
 
During this month Christians, both in church and 
in the privacy of the home, offer up to Mary 
from their hearts an especially fervent and 
loving homage of prayer and veneration. In this 
month, too, the benefits of God's mercy come 
down to us from her throne in greater 
abundance" (Paul VI: Encyclical on the Month of 
May, no. 1). 
 
This Christian custom of dedicating the month 
of May to the Blessed Virgin arose at the end of 
the 13th century. In this way, the Church was 
able to Christianize the secular feasts which 
used to take place at that time. In the 16th 
century, books appeared and fostered this 
devotion. 
 
The practice became especially popular among 
the members of the Jesuit Order — by 1700 it 
took hold among their students at the Roman 
College and a bit later it was publicly practiced 
in the Gesu Church in Rome. From there it 
spread to the whole Church. 
 
The practice was granted a partial indulgence by 
Pius VII in 1815 and a plenary indulgence by Pius 
IX in 1859.  
 
A partial indulgence is granted to the faithful 
who, in the performance of their duties and in 
bearing the trials of life, raise their mind with 
humble confidence to God, adding — even if 
only mentally — some pious invocation. 
 
Excerpted from Enchiridion of Indulgences. 

 
 
 

Our Students on Rectory Tour 
 

OLPH School children and teachers were treated to a visit to the Rectory and its 
environs last week so that they would know a little about what the life of a 
Redemptorist is like. The visits will continue till the end of May until all the classes 
have had a chance to find out a little about what the life of a religious is about.  
 
Said Fr Babu, “Whenever I visit the classes, I get so many questions from the 
children and teachers about what the Redemptorists do and how they live. That’s 
why I thought it would be useful in encouraging vocations to the religious life to 
have these girls and boys come and take a look.” 
 
The children also spent some time in the chapel where they saw  the quaint 
Confessional set up between two rooms as well as the small altar where the priests 
say Mass privately.  After that they were treated to candy and little snacks. They also 
took home packets of seeds to plant.  The message on each bag was tied in with the 
theme from the Pope Francis’ encyclical, “Care for Our Common Home.” 

Rosary Rally Downtown 
 

mailto:bwatanabe@rcav.org
http://rcav.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=3fd4cc33417e0d55f579887b1&id=550502d633&e=f7b8bc672e
http://rcav.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=3fd4cc33417e0d55f579887b1&id=550502d633&e=f7b8bc672e
mailto:pec@olphbc.ca
mailto:prep@olphbc.ca
mailto:prep@olphbc.ca
http://rcav.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3fd4cc33417e0d55f579887b1&id=8ea3817693&e=f7b8bc672e
http://rcav.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3fd4cc33417e0d55f579887b1&id=7fb8ea9947&e=f7b8bc672e
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_29041965_mense-maio_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_29041965_mense-maio_en.html

