
 

 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 

 
  

OLPH  

REDEMPTORISTS 
2465 CROWN STREET 

VANCOUVER 
B.C. V6R3V9 

ESTABLISHED 1923 
 

 
MASSES & SERVICES  
Saturday: 5pm  
(Anticipated Mass) 
Sunday: 9am, 11am & 5pm  
Monday – Wednesday 8am 
Thursday Mass/Novena:  
8am & 7pm  
Friday, Saturday, Holidays: 
9am 
(Fridays in July & August: 
8am)  
Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4-4:45pm 
Adoration  
Saturday 9:30-10am  
Library Hours  
Sunday: 10-10:45am, 4:30-5pm 
 
OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Friday: 9am-4pm 
STAFF 
Pastor  
Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R.  
Associate Pastor  
Joseph Horo, C.Ss.R.  
Office Manager  
Virginia Fong  
Pastoral Coordinator  
Bertilla Watanabe  
Bookkeeper  
Corinna Siy 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Theresa Barao 
  
OLPH School Principal 
Lora Clarke 
 
IN RESIDENCE 
William Comerford, C.Ss.R. 
 
CONTACT 

Email: parish.olph@rcav.org  

Website: www.olphchurch.ca  

Parish Office: 604-224-4344  

OLPH School: 604-228-8811  

Jr. Kindergarten: 604-221-0002 

 

M y s o u l  th i r s ts  f or  you ,  O  Lor d  my  G od .    -  Ps a l m 6 3  

Fundraising is a Ministry and a Call to Conversion 
 

Dear Friends & Parishioners, 
 
I would like to share some thoughts with you from a book I am reading. It is called A Spirituality of 
Fundraising by Henri J.M Nouwen, a Catholic priest whose spirituality was greatly influenced by Jean Vanier, 
the founder of L’Arche Canada. 
 
The reason this book got my attention is that I was in a meeting recently and we were discussing the difficulty 
of getting volunteers for school and parish fundraising events. 
 
Perhaps a proper understanding of fundraising in the spiritual context would help us approach this task with 
the right attitude. From the perspective of the Gospel, fundraising is first and foremost, a form of ministry. It 
is a way of announcing our vision and inviting other people into our mission. Vision and mission are so central 
to the life of God’s people. Without vision we perish and without mission we lose our way.  
 
As Nouwen puts it, “Fundraising is always a call to conversion. This call comes to both those who seek funds 
and those who have funds. Whether we are asking for money or giving money, we are drawn together by 
God who is about to do a new thing through our collaboration. (See Isaiah 43:19). 
 
In fundraising as ministry, we are inviting people into a new way of relating to their resources. As a form of 
ministry, fundraising is as spiritual as giving a sermon, entering a time of prayer, visiting the sick or feeding 
the hungry. Are we willing to be converted from our fear of asking, our anxiety about being rejected or 
feeling humiliated?  When we have gained the freedom to ask without fear and view fundraising as a form of 
ministry, this task can then enrich our spiritual life. When those who have and those in need share a mission, 
we see a central sign of new life in the Spirit of Christ.  
 
May our Blessed Mother guide you in this call to serve in ministry. 
 
                                Yours in Christ, 
                                                                   Fr. Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
 
         

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Parish Council 
Crystal Lynch 
crystallynch2000@gmail.com 
Finance Council 
Lauri Ann Fenlon 
lauri.ann.fenlon@gmail.com  
Parish Education Committee 
Renee Stafford 
pec@olphbc.ca 
COORDINATORS 
Altar Guild 
Bridget Bird 604-228-9180 
Altar Servers 
Kate Carr 604-730-5640 
Catholic Women’s League 
Lynn MacDonald 
bob.lynn.macdonald@gmail.com 
Children’s Liturgy 
Kathy Mok 
communications.olph@rcav.org 
Craft Group 

Doris Rankin 604-224-0876 
Development & Peace 
William Wingson 778-866-8504 
Eucharistic Ministry 
Pamela Brammall 604-228-9206 
Food Bank 
Robyn Sirmul robynsirmul@shaw.ca 
Hospitality Ministry 
Gerry Macken 604-222-1369 
Knights of Columbus 
Peter Dodge 604-222-0791 
Library  
Katherine Hill 
kathswim2012@gmail.com 
Liturgy of the Hours 
Bridget Clark 604-228-8773 
Madonna Group 
Monica Cheung 604-739-8837 
Ministry of the Word 
Roger Poirier 604-224-0426 
Music Ministry  
Catherine Walsh  
catherine.organist@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care 
Mary Thompson 604-263-6008 
PREP 
Elizabeth Towers 604-440-8809 
Project Advance 
Bertilla Watanabe 604-224-4344 
RCIA 
Bertilla Watanabe  
bwatanabe@rcav.org 
Social Justice/St. Vincent de Paul 
Mark Thompson 778-891-6275 
Volunteers Coordinator 
Lara Garcia Carton  
olphchurchvolunteers@gmail.com 
Weddings 
Fr. Babu Mathew  
604-224-4344 
 

olphchurchvancouver 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP PARISH 

 
 November 12, 2017                                                 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 I was 19 years old. When we got off the boats, it 
was very calm. It wasn't time to tell jokes. We 
knew where we were going. They told us before 
we got on the boats, "You are going to be 
participating in a very serious exercise. We expect 
that you will lose half of your men. If you lose less 
than that, the exercise will be a success." So we 
were expecting to lose half the crew. So it was no 
time to tell jokes.  

So when we were on those small boats, the LCIs, 
people were very quiet. We could hear the bullets 
hitting the sides of the boats as we approached 
the beach. We couldn't see anything outside of the 
boat since the sides were high. Afterwards, we 
learned that two out of the five boats carrying the 
Régiment de la Chaudière had sunk because they 
had been hit by German artillery. Those guys never 
made it to the beach.  

I remember another thing from the beach; I’m 85 
years old and I remember one thing: the chaplain 
of the regiment, Padre Huard – the regimental 
priest - who was with us. To my right on the beach 
I saw the padre on his knees in the sand, giving the 
last rites to my fellow soldiers. That has remained 
in my mind for 66 years; seeing Padre Huard on his 
knees in the sand. We were a strongly Catholic 
regiment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When things calmed down, we would recite our 
rosary. Before heading out on exercise, Padre 
Huard would come around and ask us, “Have you 
gone to confession? Are you ready?” That was 
important.  
 
There are not a lot of people who realize that 
religion had a huge effect on the soldiers. The 
Régiment de la Chaudière was a French-Canadian 
francophone regiment, very Catholic. Our faith 
was strong back in those days, not like today. We 
went to church every Sunday, etcetera. It had an 
influence on us. 
                    
                                            www.thememoryproject.com 

SAYING THE ROSARY IN 
TIMES OF WAR 
 
 I joined the Régiment de la Chaudière, 
 the 2nd Battalion of the Régiment de la 
 Chaudière, because one group from the 
 regiment had already gone to England. 
 Two or three weeks afterwards, they 
sent us overseas. They put us on a train for Halifax 
and then on a ship to go to England. The ships left 
from Southampton on June 5 [1944] and we 
crossed the English Channel. On those ships we 
were all seasick. We weren't used to being on a 
ship. The sailors who worked on the ships laughed 
at us. In the hold on those ships, there was 
nothing; no tables or chairs. We stood on steel 
plates. There was vomit everywhere, the stench 
was terrible.  
 
During the night of June 6, they dropped nets over 
the side of the ship; big cargo nets, you know, big 
cables. We climbed down those nets to get onto 
smaller boats, LCIs [Landing Craft, Infantry] which 
would take us to the D-Day beaches. It was 
dangerous because those little boats, the LCIs, 
were bobbing up and down. We had to be careful 
when we jumped into the water. We carried our 
equipment on our backs; we wore 35 to 40 pounds 
on our backs. It was hard.  
 
 
 
 
 

Pierre Gauthier in Lévis, Quebec, on June 5, 2010  

Before heading out 

on exercise,  

Padre Huard  

would come around  

and ask us,  

“Have you gone  

to Confession?  

Are you ready?” 
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CALENDAR 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Got any “treasures” you no longer 
need?  Please donate them to the 
Christmas Fair Treasure Trove. We are 
also asking for baking and crafts. 
Collection day is  Friday, Nov 24. 
Please deliver to Church Hall - time to 
be announced. If you will not be able 
to get items to us, please email Meg 
Knowling at mknowling@ 
outlook.com &/or Lynn MacDonald at 
bob.lynn.macdonald@ Gmail.com 
with your name and telephone 
number so we can help.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advent Concert and Light-Up of the 
Church and Garden happens on Sat.  
Dec 2 at 7pm.  Hot chocolate and 
treats to be served outdoors if the 
weather permits! Donations go 
toward the Icon of Love Fund to 
promote the skills of members of 
the Music Ministry.  

 
 
This Christmas, we are reaching out 
again to underprivileged families of 
Strathcona Elementary School. Join 
us on Sunday December 10 after the 
11am Mass to pack donated items 
from the Giving Tree. We need 
helpers to pack, serve and deliver 
the boxes on Monday. To prep for 
this event, please save cardboard 
boxes 12”x12”x12” up to 3’x3’x3’ and 
drop them off at the parish office 
before Dec 2. Volunteer sign-up 
sheets are in the foyer. Thank you. 

 
 

Stewardship Reflection 

“Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” - MATTHEW 25:13 
 
Many of us have put off doing something because we think we are too busy. We’ve all said, “I’ll do it 
later when I have time.” Unfortunately, too many of us apply this attitude to our Faith. Jesus’ call is 
urgent, in the here and now, in your current circumstances. Don’t delay, how is God calling you to use 
your gifts today? 
                                                                                                                        Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Door Is Open: The next Door Is Open Outreach to the folks of the Eastside is on Tuesday Dec 5. About 20 
volunteers are needed. Sign-up sheets are in the foyer. Thank you! 
 

Project Advance: As of end of October, donations were at $74,012.  We only have 8 weeks left to the end 
of the year to hit our target of $102,000. Please make a prayerful consideration towards giving to this 
year’s Appeal. Thank you! 
 

Christmas Fair Raffle: The Christmas Fair Raffle tickets are available after Mass for $2.  Proceeds will 
support the Kits Shower Program. This allows the unhoused to shower once a week, get new underwear 
and socks, a hot breakfast, clean clothes, blankets and towels, and get a medical and dental check-up. 
More than 100 volunteers show the homeless compassion and love without judgement. Jesus said, "even 
though you do this to the least of me, you do it also unto me." The prizes are excellent and winning tickets 
and door prizes will be drawn at the OLPH Christmas Fair on November 25th. 
 

PEC Meeting: The next PEC meeting is on Tue Nov 21 at 7pm in the Madonna Room.  
 
Sunday Coffee Helpers: Hospitality is a very important aspect of our parish community. For years we have 
served coffee after the 9am Mass and it has always been a great gathering spot for newcomers to our 
parish. We need more helpers to keep this tradition going. Please look for the sign-up sheets in the church 
foyer if you can help. It would be very much appreciated! 
 
Gold Mass for Scientists: Are you a researcher, scientist, or interested in science? A Gold Mass for 
scientists will be celebrated at St. Mark’s Parish at UBC on Friday, Nov. 17 at 5:30 pm with Archbishop J. 
Michael Miller, CSB, as main celebrant. Light refreshments will be served after Mass. All are welcome to 
attend. rcav.org/event/gold-mass-for-scientists/ 
 
Morning of Recollection at Madonna House: “Go, without fears into the depth of men’s hearts … I shall 
be with you.” Come join us for a talk and time of silent reflection followed by fellowship and sharing on 
Nov. 18 from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. at St. John the Apostle Parish. For more information, visit 
rcav.org/event/recollection-madonna-house 
 
Holy Souls Prayer Guide: A Holy Souls 30-Day Prayer Guide for November is available online at rccav.org to 
assist you with prayers and devotions throughout the season of remembrance.  
 
Free Public Lecture with Vatican Observatory Director: "Why Do We Look Up at the Heavens?" St. Mark's 
College at UBC proudly presents "Why Do We look Up at the Heavens?", a free public lecture on Nov. 22, 
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. with the Director of the Vatican Observatory, Dr. Guy J. Consolmagno, PhD, SJ. 
Brother Guy is an American research astronomer and Jesuit religious brother. Everyone is welcome to 
attend this exciting event!  
 

M                    OCTOBER COLLECTIONS: THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 
 OCTOBER  

Sunday Offerings $36,731.85  

Collection for the Needy $1,456.00  

C.Ss.R. Pension $480.00  

Needs of the Canadian Church $275.00  

Food Bank $754.40  

Share Lent $20.00  

World Mission Sunday/Evangelization of Nations $1,580.00  

Initial Offering $100.00  

Good Friday/Holy Land $20.00  

   

 
 
 

 

NEWS & NOTICES 

 A Holly Jolly Christmas  

YOUTH MINISTRY  

NOVEMBER 

Advent Concert and Light-Up 

Lights and shadows, successes and challenges.  
These summed up Archbishop Miller’s speech 
at the Annual Archbishop’s Dinner last week.  
He said the stats show that with 435,000 
Catholics in our Archdiocese, we are the largest 
Christian denomination. Yet only 87,000 are at 
Mass on Sunday morning.  
 

Ministry to youth is both among the most 
challenging and the most fulfilling. Our youth 
ministry programs have the mission of forming 
active and intentional disciples of Jesus Christ. 
He said 46 of our 77 parishes have active, 
intentional youth ministry programming 
involving pre-teens and teenagers. Our Spirit 
Day annual rally for the grade 7 confirmands 
boasts over 2,100 participants and 150 
volunteers who are usually former participants. 
It is the largest Catholic youth rally in Canada.  
 

Elaborating on one of the four priorities of our 
Archdiocese’s Pastoral Efforts and Mission, he 
said Getting Closer to Jesus must take pride of 
place in our efforts. We all need to draw closer 
to Jesus, either truly personally for the very 
first time, or more deeply in our path of 
discipleship.  
 

people in unhealthy directions; children will be 
encouraged to embrace gender fluidity and 
unconventional relationships of various sorts; 
and many young people will grow up without the 
aspiration or confidence to marry and be parents 
themselves. 
 

Not being an alarmist but a realist, I think we 
have to be open-eyed about the consequences 
which follow from a culture that exalts 
narcissistic individualism, promotes freedom 
disengaged from responsibility and the common 
good, supports ideologies that directly attack the 
family, and uses technology in ways opposed to 
the dignity of human life. Each of these factors 
undermine the natural and divinely given design 
for marriage and the family. 
 
 

DECEMBER 

Quoting Matthew 28:20 in which Jesus says, 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations,” he said in order to bring all men and 
women to “discover the love that you have 
found” you have to, first, be a disciple and 
then a missionary. We must first recognize 
that we are beneficiaries of God’s love before 
we can share that love with others. 
 

He said the Alpha and Discovery programs are 
great instruments for helping people come 
into or deepen their friendship with God. For 
young people, Alpha Youth is being used in 
Grade 9 at our secondary school to help them 
not just know about Jesus but to know him in 
a relationship. 
 

Speaking of the challenges that lie ahead for 
us he said, only recently has it been clear that 
an ever-growing proportion of people of 
marriageable age will never even attempt 
marriage. “Contemporary young men and 
women are less certain about the meaning of 
marriage, less sold on its desirability, and less 
capable of sustaining it than any previous 
culture or society. 
 

“As our culture gets more and more muddled 
about the meaning of the human person, of 
life and love, of marriage and family, inevitably 
there will be more confusion affecting 
child-rearing. We can expect pressures to push  

 

Archbishop Miller: Successes 
and Challenges Ahead 
 By Bertilla Watanabe 

In the light of this, the Archdiocese has 
revamped its marriage preparation program, 
making changes not only to content but to 
availability, with programs offered on a single 
weekend. In 2016, there were more than 1,000 
participants in 13 courses at 11 different 
locations. The signs are good. For the third 
year in a row the number of marriages 
increased, reversing the steady decline of the 
past decade. 
 

The Archbishop also covered a variety of other 
topics including post-seminary education and 
the on-going formation of priests. A full report 
of Archbishop Miller’s speech will soon be 
available on rcav.org. 

St Alphonsus Story Gets Another 
Airing at School Gym 
After taking the story of St Alphonsus to the 
Prairies OLPH Youth Ministry performed it last 
weekend for the parish. 
 

The story of St Alphonsus, founder of the order of the 
Redemptorists, can never be told enough. Last 
Saturday, the youth of OLPH invited friends to join 
them in presenting the Saint’s story in a captivating 
showcase of vocal and instrumental talent.  
 

St. Alphonsus (descended from heaven to be part of 
the show) was played by Siegfred Perolino who helped 
the group produce a video of the Prairies road-trip. 
Nick Varelas on bass and vocals, who was part of the 
Grand Prairie/Saskatoon tour over the summer is active 
with Immaculate Conception Parish, Dunbar and has 
been working collaboratively with our parish since the 
Jubilee retreat.  
 

On guitar was Cole Smith, Will Friesen on drums and 
Chloe Wong on piano.  The other vocalists were 
Rosanna Wisden, Theresa Barao who is OLPH Youth 
Ministry Coordinator, Josephine Wong and Abigail 
Henick. 

 

About 120 people showed up at the gym and donated 
generously to show their appreciation and support of 
our Youth Ministry.  
 

The relic of St Alphonsus was presented for display as 
well as a selection of books by the saint and other 
books about the Redemptorists. Thank you to the 
wonderful volunteers who helped with refreshments 
and set-up for the event. 
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