
 

 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 

 
  

 
MASSES & SERVICES  
Saturday: 5pm  
(Anticipated Mass) 
Sunday: 9am, 11am & 5pm  
Monday – Wednesday 8am 
Thursday Mass/Novena:  
8am & 7pm  
Friday, Saturday, Holidays: 
9am 
(Fridays in July & August: 
8am)  
Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4-4:45pm 
Adoration  
Saturday 9:30-10am  
Library Hours  
Sunday: 10-10:45am, 4:30-5pm 
 
OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Friday: 9am-4pm 
STAFF 
Pastor  
Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R.  
Associate Pastor  
Joseph Horo, C.Ss.R.  
Office Manager  
Virginia Fong  
Pastoral Coordinator  
Bertilla Watanabe  
Bookkeeper  
Corinna Siy 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Theresa Barao 
  
OLPH School Principal 
Lora Clarke 
 
IN RESIDENCE 
William Comerford, C.Ss.R. 
 
CONTACT 

Email: parish.olph@rcav.org  

Website: www.olphchurch.ca  

Parish Office: 604-224-4344  

OLPH School: 604-228-8811  

Jr. Kindergarten: 604-221-0002 

 

B l es s ed  i s  ev er y one  w ho f ea r s  the  L or d .    -  Ps a l m 1 2 8  

A Small Act of Generosity Can Grow Far Beyond 
 

Dear Friends & Parishioners, 
 
Last week I began sharing some highlights from A Spirituality of Fundraising by Henri J.M Nouwen. There are 
some very profound thoughts here about giving and our relationship to temporal resources.  They are 
particularly timely for this week’s Gospel message of stewardship of our gifts and resources.  
 
Nouwen writes that giving for the growth and development of the Church is a very concrete way to help the 
kingdom of God come about. What is the kingdom? Jesus is clear that if we make the kingdom our first 
priority, “all these other things will be given you as well” (Matt 6:33). The kingdom is where God provides for 
all that we need. It is the realm of sufficiency where we are no longer pulled here and there by anxiety about 
having enough. 
 
And in the story of the mustard seed that grows into a huge tree that birds shelter in, Nouwen says, “Even a 
seemingly small act of generosity can grow into something far beyond what we could ever ask or imagine – 
the creation of a community of love in this world and beyond this world….our efforts will reach out beyond 
our own chronological existence.” 
 
These are some points to remember as we begin the countdown to the final weeks of the year and the 
deadline for giving to Project Advance. As you know, we have met the diocesan target for our parish. 
Remaining funds raised will now come back to the parish. The seismic upgrade is our top priority now.  If 
there are sufficient funds beyond this, these will allow us to expand the sanctuary and add an elevator to the 
church. All things are possible when we give in the right spirit. 
 
May our Blessed Mother guide us in our giving and receiving.                               
                                                                                                                                                         Yours in Christ, 
                                                                   Fr. Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
 
         
 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Parish Council 
Crystal Lynch 
crystallynch2000@gmail.com 
Finance Council 
Lauri Ann Fenlon 
lauri.ann.fenlon@gmail.com  
Parish Education Committee 
Renee Stafford 
pec@olphbc.ca 
COORDINATORS 
Altar Guild 
Bridget Bird 604-228-9180 
Altar Servers 
Kate Carr 604-730-5640 
Catholic Women’s League 
Lynn MacDonald 
bob.lynn.macdonald@gmail.com 
Children’s Liturgy 
Kathy Mok 
communications.olph@rcav.org 
Craft Group 

Doris Rankin 604-224-0876 
Development & Peace 
William Wingson 778-866-8504 
Eucharistic Ministry 
Pamela Brammall 604-228-9206 
Food Bank 
Robyn Sirmul robynsirmul@shaw.ca 
Hospitality Ministry 
Gerry Macken 604-222-1369 
Knights of Columbus 
Peter Dodge 604-222-0791 
Library  
Katherine Hill 
kathswim2012@gmail.com 
Liturgy of the Hours 
Bridget Clark 604-228-8773 
Madonna Group 
Monica Cheung 604-739-8837 
Ministry of the Word 
Roger Poirier 604-224-0426 
Music Ministry  
Catherine Walsh  
catherine.organist@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care 
Mary Thompson 604-263-6008 
PREP 
Elizabeth Towers 604-440-8809 
Project Advance 
Bertilla Watanabe 604-224-4344 
RCIA 
Bertilla Watanabe  
bwatanabe@rcav.org 
Social Justice/St. Vincent de Paul 
Mark Thompson 778-891-6275 
Volunteers Coordinator 
Lara Garcia Carton  
olphchurchvolunteers@gmail.com 
Weddings 
Fr. Babu Mathew  
604-224-4344 
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FEAST: PRESENTATION OF MARY 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP PARISH 

 
 November 19, 2017                                                     33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

OLPH Church, 2465 Crown 
Street, Vancouver BC V6R3V9 

The three years' time decreed by the Lord having 
been completed, Joachim and Anne set out from 
Nazareth, accompanied by a few of their kindred and 
bringing with them the true living Ark of the 
covenant, the most holy Mary, borne on the arms of 
her mother in order to be deposited in the holy 
temple of Jerusalem. The beautiful child, by her 
fervent and loving aspirations, hastened after the 
ointments of her Beloved, seeking in the temple Him, 
whom she bore in her heart. 
 

This humble procession was scarcely noticed by 
earthly creatures, but it was invisibly accompanied by 
the angelic spirits, who, in order to celebrate this 
event, had hastened from heaven in greater numbers 
than ordinary as her bodyguard, and were singing in 
heavenly strains the glory and praise of the Most 
High. The Princess of heaven heard and saw them as 
she hastened her beautiful steps along in the sight of 
the highest and true Solomon. Thus they pursued 
their journey from Nazareth to the holy city of 
Jerusalem, and also the parents of the holy child 
Mary felt in their hearts great joy and consolation of 
spirit. 
 

They arrived at the holy temple, and the blessed 
Anne on entering took her daughter and mistress by 
the hand, accompanied and assisted by Saint 
Joachim. All three offered a devout and fervent 
prayer to the Lord; the parents offering to God their 
daughter, and the most holy child, in profound 
humility, adoration and worship, offering up herself. 
She alone perceived that the Most High received and 
accepted her, and, amid divine splendor which filled 
the temple, she heard a voice saying to her: "Come, 
my beloved, my spouse, come to my temple, where I 
wish to hear thy voice of praise and worship."    
 

Having offered their prayers, they rose and betook 
themselves to the priest. The parents consigned their 
child into his hands and he gave them his blessing. 
Together they conducted her to the portion of the 
temple building where many young girls lived to be 
brought up in retirement and in virtuous habits, until 
old enough to assume the state of matrimony. It was 
a place of retirement especially selected for the first-
born daughters of the royal tribe of Juda and the 
sacerdotal tribe of Levi.   
 
 
 

Fifteen stairs led up to the entrance of these 
apartments. Other priests came down these stairs in 
order to welcome the blessed child Mary. The one 
that had received them, being according to the law 
one of a minor order, placed her on the first step. 
Mary, with his permission, turned and kneeling 
down before Joachim and Anne, asked their blessing 
and kissed their hands, recommending herself to 
their prayers before God. The holy parents in 
tenderest tears gave her their blessing; whereupon 
she ascended the fifteen stairs without any 
assistance. She hastened upward with incomparable 
fervor and joy, neither turning back, nor shedding 
tears, nor showing any childish regret at parting 
from her parents.  To see her, in so tender an age, so 
full of strange majesty and firmness of mind, excited 
the admiration of all those present. 
 

The priests received her among the rest of the 
maidens, and Saint Simeon consigned her to the 
teachers, one of whom was the prophetess Anna. 
This holy matron had been prepared by the Lord by 
especial grace and enlightenment, so that she 
joyfully took charge of this Child of Joachim and 
Anne. She considered the charge a special favor and 
of divine Providence and merited by her holiness and 
virtue to have her as a disciple, who was to be the 
Mother of God and Mistress of all the creatures. 
 

Sorrowfully her parents Joachim and Anne retraced 
their journey to Nazareth, now poor as deprived of 
the rich treasure of their house. But the Most High 
consoled and comforted them in their affliction. The 
holy priest Simeon, although he did not at this time 
know of the mystery enshrined in the child Mary, 
obtained great light as to her sanctity and her 
special selection by the Lord; also the other priests 
looked upon her with great reverence and esteem.  
 

In ascending the stairs, the child brought to 
fulfillment, that, which Jacob saw happening in 
sleep; for here too were angels ascending and 
descending: the ones accompanying, the others 
meeting their Queen as she hastened up; whereas at 
the top God was waiting in order to welcome her as 
His daughter and spouse. She also felt by the effects 
of the overflowing love, that this truly was the 
house of God and the portal of heaven. 
         
                                                    www.catholicexchange.com 

 

The Presentation of Mary 

The Mystical City of God by Ven. Mary of Agreda (Abridged) 

O dearly Beloved of God, most amiable Child Mary, 
would that today I could offer you the first years of my 
life and consecrate myself to your service, my blessed 
and sweet Lady, as you presented and consecrated 
yourself in the Temple for the honor and glory of 
God…. But time has slipped away and so many years 
have been spent in serving the world and my own 
caprice, as it were, forgetful of you and of God. Woe to 
the time when I did not love you! But better late than 
never.  
 
Behold, O Mary, I present myself to you today, offering 
myself entirely to your service, for the number of days, 
whether few or many, that are still left to me on earth. 
I renounce all creatures, as you did, and vow myself 
entirely to the love of my Creator. I consecrate to you, 
O  

my Queen, my intellect, that it may always think   
upon the love you deserve, my tongue, that it may 
praise you, my heart that it may love you. Accept, O 
Most Holy Virgin, the offering which this wretched 
sinner presents to you; accept it, I beg, by the 
consolation your heart felt when you gave yourself to 
God in the Temple. And if I am late in putting myself at 
your service, it is but fitting that I redeem the time 
lost by redoubling my devotion and my love.  
 
“O Mother of Mercy, help my weakness by your 
powerful intercession, and obtain for me from Jesus 
the strength to be faithful to you until death. Grant 
that after having served you always in this life I may go 
to praise you eternally in Paradise. 

Prayer for the Feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
By St. Alphonsus de Liguori 

mailto:bob.lynn.macdonald@gmail.com


   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 

 
 
Got any “treasures” you no longer 
need?  Please donate them to the 
Christmas Fair Treasure Trove. We are 
also asking for baking and crafts. 
Collection day is  Friday, Nov 24 
between 9am and 1pm in the hall. 
Please deliver to Church Hall - time to 
be announced. If you will not be able 
to get items to us, please email Meg 
Knowling at mknowling@ 
outlook.com &/or Lynn MacDonald at 
bob.lynn.macdonald@ Gmail.com 
with your name and telephone 
number so we can help.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advent Concert and Light-Up of the 
Church and Garden happens on Sat.  
Dec 2 at 7pm.  Hot chocolate and 
treats to be served outdoors if the 
weather permits! Donations go 
toward the Icon of Love Fund to 
promote the skills of members of the 
Music Ministry.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Christmas, we are reaching out 
again to underprivileged families of 
Strathcona Elementary School. Join us 
on Sunday December 10 after the 11am 
Mass to pack donated items from the 
Giving Tree. We need helpers to pack  
boxes and serve food on Sunday and 
deliver boxes on Monday. To prep for 
this event, please save cardboard 
boxes 12”x12”x12” up to 3’x3’x3’ and 
drop them off at the parish office 
before Dec 2. Volunteer sign-up sheets 
are in the foyer. Thank you. 
 

 

Stewardship Reflection 

 “Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you have been faithful in small matters, I will give you 
great responsibilities.”- MATTHEW 25:21 
 
God expects us to nurture and develop the gifts He has given us and then generously return a portion 
with increase. He doesn’t want us to waste or hoard the gifts He has given us; He expects us to grow 
our gifts, use them wisely and be generous with them. Unfortunately, many of us are not generous in 
proportion to all that God has given us. 
                                        Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  

Christmas Fair: The OLPH Annual Christmas Tea and Craft Fair is on next Saturday 11am-3pm. Enjoy 
homemade Christmas baking, buy unique crafts, pick up something special from the treasure trove and 
enjoy a lovely Christmas tea. It’s a fun event for the whole family! 
 

PREP Candy Collection: PREP is collecting candy, including cash donations this weekend at all Masses. 
Donations will go to The Door Is Open and the Missionaries of Charity. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Christmas Fair Raffle: Check out these amazing prizes. The Christmas Fair Raffle tickets are available after 
Mass for $2. Prizes include: 4 Tickets to Canucks vs. LA Kings (30 Dec 17), a banquet for 10 at Victoria Chinese 
Restaurant, $100 gift certificate to Thierry, CinCin or Blue Water Café, $50 gift card for Burgoo restaurants 
and many more! Proceeds will support the Kits Shower Program. This allows the unhoused to shower once 
a week, get new underwear and socks, a hot breakfast, clean clothes, blankets and towels, and get a 
medical and dental check-up. More than 100 volunteers show the homeless compassion and love without 
judgement. Jesus said, "even though you do this to the least of me, you do it also unto me." The prizes are 
excellent and winning tickets and door prizes will be drawn at the OLPH Christmas Fair on November 25th. 
 

Sacramental Parent Nights: For parents of students who will be receiving sacraments this academic year: 
Tuesday, April 3rd, 2018 at 7pm in the church for Confirmation meeting. 
Tuesday, April 24th, 2018 at 7:00pm in the church for First Communion meeting. 
If you are unable to attend these evenings, please contact Fr. Babu at the parish office. 604-224-4344. If  
you have a child who has been baptized and is in Grade 3 and up and has not yet received the sacraments  
of First Reconciliation and/or First Communion, and you would like them to receive the sacraments, please 
email the school office. 
 

Food Bank: This week’s Food Bank’s Appeal is a request for cash donations to support the purchase of 
Christmas hampers for Sacred Heart Parish located in downtown Eastside of Vancouver where there are 
many families in need. Your support would be very much appreciated! 
 

Scholastic Book Fair:  Come and check out the great selection of books and purchase some Christmas gifts! 
Consider donating a book from the book fair to your child’s class. Teachers will be posting a class wish list 
on the gym wall.  Dates: Monday – Thursday Nov 20 - 23. 
 

Door Is Open: The next Door Is Open Outreach to the folks of the Eastside is on Tuesday Dec 5. About 20 
volunteers are needed. Sign-up sheets are in the foyer. Thank you! 
 

Project Advance: As of end of October, donations were at $74,012.  We only have 8 weeks left to the end of 
the year to hit our target of $102,000. Please make a prayerful consideration towards giving to this year’s 
Appeal. Thank you! 
 

PEC Meeting: The next PEC meeting is on Tue Nov 21 at 7pm in the Madonna Room.  
 

Sunday Coffee Helpers: For years we have served coffee after the 9am Mass and it has always been a great 
gathering spot for newcomers to our parish. We need more helpers to keep this tradition going. Please look 
for the sign-up sheets in the church foyer if you can help. It would be very much appreciated! 
 

Advent Retreat: An Advent “Taste of Silence” Retreat- Saturday, December 2nd at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church, 110 Gladwin Drive, North Vancouver. You are invited to a personal retreat day as we enter this 
sacred time of year. Information is available at www.cogv.org or the registrar, Christine, at 
chris.kesans@gmail.com. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

NEWS & NOTICES 

 A Holly Jolly Christmas  

NEWS UPDATES 

NOVEMBER 

Advent Concert and Light-Up 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 As we observe the Month of the Holy 
Souls, our thoughts turn to our loved ones and 
friends who have departed from this life.  It is, 
therefore, an opportune time to address a new 
pastoral issue which has arisen because of the 
legalization in Canada of euthanasia and 
physician-assisted suicide. 
 
 The enactment of legislation 
permitting these options has caused 
considerable confusion about the morality of 
such choices.  Catholic teaching, however, 
remains clear: the Church defends and respects 
all human life from conception to natural death 
as a magnificent gift of God the Creator.   
 
 For believers, death, the natural end 
of our human life, becomes an act of confident 
surrender to God.  Its acceptance expresses our 
sorrow for sin and our trust in the Lord’s 
mercy.  For this reason, it is never morally 
acceptable to choose euthanasia and physician-
assisted suicide.   
 
 Just as health care professionals 
stand ready to administer the best possible 
symptom control and pain management to 
those who are suffering, the Church’s ministers 
journey alongside those who are nearing death, 
bringing the consolation of the Sacraments and 
prayer, and inviting them to unite their 
suffering with the Passion of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
 For those who deliberately choose 
euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide, the 
Church is unable to provide a Funeral Mass – 
though other liturgical options remain available 
– and priests will always be available to minister 
to families who are grieving.  Further 
considerations on this subject can be found in 
the new Guidelines Regarding the Funeral Rites 
for Those Who Have Asked for Euthanasia or 
Physician-Assisted Suicide, available on 
rcav.org.  I encourage you to read these 
Guidelines and make yourself familiar with 
them. 
 
          With cordial greetings and the assurance 
of my prayers for you, your families and for the 
souls of all your departed loved ones, I remain 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

 J. Michael Miller, CSB 
Archbishop of Vancouver 

Redemptorists: An Update from 
Vocations Director Fr. DavidPurcell 
 
Thank-you for your warm welcome to me.  
During my last visit, I mentioned to you all the 
interest in the Redemptorist missionary life 
that I am finding across the country.  My work 
focuses on people before they become 
students with the Redemptorists.  However,  
I thought you might be interested in our 
Canadian Redemptorist students.    
 
Luis, is a postulant, in his second year of 
Philosophy at Ryerson University in Toronto, 
Ontario.  Postulancy is the very beginning stage 
of studies.  Ivan, is in his novitiate year in 
Poland.  Ivan speaks Ukrainian fluently, and this 
year in Poland, offers him a chance to become 
more fluent in Polish.  The novitiate, helps a 
person to decide whether they want to 
commitment themselves to the  

 

DECEMBER 

Commemoration of All the 
Faithful Departed 
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Redemptorists with vows; much like people 
commit themselves to each other in 
marriage through vows.  Alfredo committed 
himself to the Redemptorists in vows, and is 
now in his first year of theology at St. 
Michael's University in Toronto, Ontario.    
Eumir, also a vowed member of our 
community, is in his 3rd year of theology at 
the Oblate School of Theology, in San 
Antonio, Texas. Most  Redemptorist 
theology students in North America, 
complete studies in San Antonio over the 
course of four or five years.   
 

You also might be interested to know that 
Marie Hélène, has professed her vows with 
the Redemptoristine Sisters near Montréal.   
She has one more year of study and 
discernment with the Redemptoristines 
before making what we call perpetual vows.  
Perpetual vows are similar to the part of 
marriage vows, where people tell one 
another that they will remain faithful to each 
other for the rest of their lives.  Please 
support these students in your prayers and if 
you would like to offer other kinds of 
support for them, please feel free to contact 
me:  416-770-3217.  
 

Call me if you, or someone you know, would 
like to know more about being a 
Redemptorist priest or brother, or becoming 
a Redemptoristine sister.  416-770-3217.    
More info about Redemptorists:   
vocations@redemptorists.ca    
www.redemptoristvocations.ca 
More info about Redemptoristines:   
ossrsteth@bell.net       
www3.bell.net/ossrsteth/ 
 
 

Getting Things Ready for the Annual Christmas Fair 
The ladies of the Craft Group were busy getting things ready for next Saturday’s Christmas 
Tea and Craft Fair. The women have been busy knitting, sewing and creating other unique 
home-made items for many months. Doris Rankin who leads the group said the ladies have 
been working very hard but they always have fun and enjoy each other’s company. On 
Tuesday, they were packaging items for the kitchen such as apron and tea cosies. Please 
drop in at the fair next Saturday and discover some lovely one-of-a-kind treasures and raffle 
prizes to be won. There will also be the Christmas tea which is a highlight for so many of 
our parishioners! See you at the fair! 

ARCHBISHOP’S LETTER 

Please pray for the souls of Andrew Hong and Edith Da Cunha. Edith’s funeral is 
on Tuesday Nov 21 at 11am in our church with prayers on Monday Nov 20 at 7pm. 
 

When the cares of my heart are many,  

your consolations cheer my soul.   

- Psalm 94:19  
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