
 

 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 

 
  

 
MASSES & SERVICES  
Saturday: 5pm  
(Anticipated Mass) 
Sunday: 9am, 11am & 5pm  
Monday – Wednesday 8am 
Thursday Mass/Novena:  
8am & 7pm  
Friday, Saturday, Holidays: 
9am 
(Fridays in July & August: 
8am)  
Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4-4:45pm 
Adoration  
Saturday 9:30-10am  
Library Hours  
Sunday: 10-10:45am, 4:30-5pm 
 
OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Friday: 9am-4pm 
STAFF 
Pastor  
Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R.  
Associate Pastor  
Joseph Horo, C.Ss.R.  
Office Manager  
Virginia Fong  
Pastoral Coordinator  
Bertilla Watanabe  
Bookkeeper  
Corinna Siy 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Theresa Barao 
  
OLPH School Principal 
Lora Clarke 
 
IN RESIDENCE 
William Comerford, C.Ss.R. 
 
CONTACT 

Email: parish.olph@rcav.org  

Website: www.olphchurch.ca  

Parish Office: 604-224-4344  

OLPH School: 604-228-8811  

Jr. Kindergarten: 604-221-0002 

 

T h e  L o r d  i s  m y  s h e p h e r d  I  s h a l l  n o t  w a n t .    -  P s a l m  2 3  

Money Has an Intimate Place in Our Hearts  
 

Dear Friends & Parishioners, 
The past two Sundays, I’ve shared some thoughts from Henri J M Nouwen’s book “A Spirituality of 
Fundraising” and I would like to delve into this a little further especially in regard to the Sunday Collection.  
 

Nouwen says, “Money is a central reality of family relationships. It is also a central reality in our relationships 
with people, institutions, and causes beyond family life. Therefore, we need also to think about this side of 
our financial life. Money touches our relationships with family, the world beyond our home as well as our 
inner life.  It is interesting that the phrase “personal worth” can mean both the extent of our financial assets 
and our value as a human being.  
 

Discussing money is often a taboo. The reason for the taboo is that money has something to do with that 
intimate place in our heart where we need security and we do not want to reveal our need or give away our 
security. The pressure in our culture to secure our own future and to control lives as much as possible does 
not find support in the Bible.  
 

Jesus knows our need for security. Because security is such a deep human need, He does not want us to 
misplace our trust in things or people that cannot offer us real security. “Do not store up treasure for 
yourselves on earth, where moth and woodworm destroy them and thieves can break in and steal. For 
wherever your treasure is, there will your heart be too. Matt 6:19-21. We cannot find security if our heart is 
divided. What is our security base? God or mammon? He says we cannot put our security in God and also in 
money. We have to made a choice whether we want to belong to the world or to God. Our trust, our basic 
trust, Jesus teaches, has to be in God.  
 

Nouwen says,  “We belong together in our work because Jesus has brought us together and our fruitfulness 
depends on staying connected with him.  With him we can do anything because we know that God surrounds 
us with an abundance of blessings. Therefore. those who have resources and those who need resources 
meet on the common ground of God’s love. “God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so 
that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work,” 2 Cor 9:8. 
 

When Jesus fed five thousand people with only five loaves of bread and two fish, he was showing us how 
God’s love can multiply the effects of our generosity. God’s kingdom is the place of abundance where every 
generous act overflows its original bounds and becomes part of the unbounded grace of God at work in the 
world.  
 

May our Blessed Mother guide us in our giving and receiving.                               
                                                                                                                                                         Yours in Christ, 
                                                                   Fr. Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Parish Council 
Crystal Lynch 
crystallynch2000@gmail.com 
Finance Council 
Lauri Ann Fenlon 
lauri.ann.fenlon@gmail.com  
Parish Education Committee 
Renee Stafford 
pec@olphbc.ca 
COORDINATORS 
Altar Guild 
Bridget Bird 604-228-9180 
Altar Servers 
Kate Carr 604-730-5640 
Catholic Women’s League 
Lynn MacDonald 
bob.lynn.macdonald@gmail.com 
Children’s Liturgy 
Kathy Mok 
communications.olph@rcav.org 
Craft Group 

Doris Rankin 604-224-0876 
Development & Peace 
William Wingson 778-866-8504 
Eucharistic Ministry 
Pamela Brammall 604-228-9206 
Food Bank 
Robyn Sirmul robynsirmul@shaw.ca 
Hospitality Ministry 
Gerry Macken 604-222-1369 
Knights of Columbus 
Peter Dodge 604-222-0791 
Library  
Katherine Hill 
kathswim2012@gmail.com 
Liturgy of the Hours 
Bridget Clark 604-228-8773 
Madonna Group 
Monica Cheung 604-739-8837 
Ministry of the Word 
Roger Poirier 604-224-0426 
Music Ministry  
Catherine Walsh  
catherine.organist@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care 
Mary Thompson 604-263-6008 
PREP 
Elizabeth Towers 604-440-8809 
Project Advance 
Bertilla Watanabe 604-224-4344 
RCIA 
Bertilla Watanabe  
bwatanabe@rcav.org 
Social Justice/St. Vincent de Paul 
Mark Thompson 778-891-6275 
Volunteers Coordinator 
Lara Garcia Carton  
olphchurchvolunteers@gmail.com 
Weddings 
Fr. Babu Mathew  
604-224-4344 
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POPE FRANCIS: WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP PARISH 

 
   November 26, 2017                                 Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

OLPH Church, 2465 Crown 
Street, Vancouver BC V6R3V9 

We have the joy of breaking the bread of God’s word, 
and shortly, we will have the joy of breaking and 
receiving the Bread of the Eucharist, food for life’s 
journey. All of us, none excluded, need this, for all of 
us are beggars when it comes to what is essential: 
God’s love, which gives meaning to our lives and a life 
without end. So today too, we lift up our hands to 
him, asking to receive his gifts. 
 
The Gospel parable speaks of gifts. It tells us that we 
have received talents from God, “according to ability 
of each” (Mt 25:15). Before all else, let us realize this: 
we do have talents; in God’s eyes, we are “talented”. 
Consequently, no one can think that he or she is 
useless, so poor as to be incapable of giving 
something to others. We are chosen and blessed by 
God, who wants to fill us with his gifts, more than any 
father or mother does with their own children. And 
God, in whose eyes no child can be neglected, 
entrusts to each of us a mission. 
 
Indeed, as the loving and demanding Father that he is, 
he gives us responsibility. In the parable, we see that 
each servant is given talents to use wisely. But 
whereas the first two servants do what they are 
charged, the third does not make his talents bear 
fruit; he gives back only what he had received. 
 
The unworthy servant, despite receiving a talent from 
the Master who loves to share and multiply his gifts, 
guarded it jealously; he was content to keep it safe. 
But someone concerned only to preserve and 
maintain the treasures of the past is not being faithful 
to God. Instead, the parable tells us, the one who 
adds new talents is truly “faithful” (vv. 21 and 23), 
because he sees things as God does; he does not 
stand still, but instead, out of love, takes risks. He puts 
his life on the line for others; he is not content to keep 
things as they are. One thing alone does he overlook: 
his own interest. That is the only right “omission”. 
 
Omission is also the great sin where the poor are 
concerned. Here it has a specific name: indifference. It 
is when we say, “That doesn’t regard me; it’s not my 
business; it’s society’s problem”. It is when we turn 
away from a brother or sister in need, when we 
change channels as soon as a disturbing question 
comes up, when we grow indignant at evil but do 
nothing about it. God will not ask us if we felt 
righteous indignation, but whether we did some 
good. 
 
How, in practice can we please God? When we want 

 
 
Immediately following the passage that we heard 
today, Jesus says, “Truly I tell you that, just as you 
did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you 
did it to me” (Mt 25:40). These least of our brethren, 
whom he loves dearly, are the hungry and the sick, 
the stranger and the prisoner, the poor and the 
abandoned, the suffering who receive no help, the 
needy who are cast aside. On their faces we can 
imagine seeing Jesus’ own face; on their lips, even if 
pursed in pain, we can hear his words: “This is my 
body” (Mt 26:26). 
 
 In the poor, Jesus knocks on the doors of our heart, 
thirsting for our love. When we overcome our 
indifference and, in the name of Jesus, we give of 
ourselves for the least of his brethren, we are his 
good and faithful friends, with whom he loves to 
dwell.  
 
God greatly appreciates the attitude described in 
today’s first reading that of the “good wife”, who 
“opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her 
hands to the needy” (Prov 31:10.20). Here we see 
true goodness and strength: not in closed fists and 
crossed arms, but in ready hands outstretched to 
the poor, to the wounded flesh of the Lord. 
 
In the poor, we find the presence of Jesus, who, 
though rich, became poor (cf. 2 Cor 8:9). For this 
reason, in them, in their weakness, a “saving power” 
is present. And if in the eyes of the world they have 
little value, they are the ones who open to us the 
way to heaven; they are our “passport to paradise”. 
For us it is an evangelical duty to care for them, as 
our real riches, and to do so not only by giving them 
bread, but also by breaking with them the bread of 
God’s word, which is addressed first to them. To 
love the poor means to combat all forms of poverty, 
spiritual and material. 
 
And it will also do us good. Drawing near to the poor 
in our midst will touch our lives. It will remind us of 
what really counts: to love God and our neighbour. 
Only this lasts forever, everything else passes away. 
What we invest in love remains, the rest vanishes.  
 
Today we might ask ourselves: “What counts for me 
in life? Where am I making my investments?” In 
fleeting riches, with which the world is never 
satisfied, or in the wealth bestowed by God, who 
gives eternal life? This is the choice before us: to live 
in order to gain things on earth, or to give things 
away in order to gain heaven. Where heaven is 
concerned, what matters is not what we have, but 
what we give, for “those who store up treasures for 
themselves, do not grow rich in the sight of God” 
(Lk 12:21). 
 
So let us not seek for ourselves more than we need, 
but rather what is good for others, and nothing of 
value will be lacking to us. May the Lord, who has 
compassion for our poverty and needs, and bestows 
his talents upon us, grant us the wisdom to seek 
what really matters, and the courage to love, not in 
words but in deeds.   
                                                         www.enradiovaticana.va 

 

Last Sunday was World Day of the Poor. The 
following is Pope Francis’ homily at St Peter’s. 

mailto:bob.lynn.macdonald@gmail.com


   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Advent Concert and Light-Up of the 
Church and Garden happens on Sat.  
Dec 2 at 7pm.  Hot chocolate and 
treats to be served outdoors if the 
weather permits! Donations go 
toward the Icon of Love Fund to 
promote the skills of members of the 
Music Ministry.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Christmas, we are reaching out 
again to underprivileged families of 
Strathcona Elementary School. Join us 
on Sunday December 10 after the 11am 
Mass to pack donated items from the 
Giving Tree. We need helpers to pack  
boxes and serve food on Sunday and 
deliver boxes on Monday. To prep for 
this event, please save cardboard 
boxes 12”x12”x12” up to 3’x3’x3’ and 
drop them off at the parish office 
before Dec 2. Volunteer sign-up sheets 
are in the foyer. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next Door Is Open Outreach to 
the folks of the Eastside is on Tuesday 
Dec 5. About 20 volunteers are 
needed. Sign-up sheets are in the 
foyer. Thank you! 

 
 

Stewardship Reflection 

 “…whatever you did for one of the least of my brothers, you did for me” - MATTHEW 25:40 
 
Most of us are generous when it’s convenient for us. We are generous when we have the time or the 
money. But, generosity is the opposite of that. It means giving of one’s time, money, compassion, 
forgiveness or mercy when it’s not convenient; when it’s not on our schedule, but on the other person’s 
schedule. 
                                        Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  

Youth Ministry Sunday Collection on Dec. 3: This archdiocesan collection assists the Ministries and 
Outreach Office in providing formation, training, and support for youth ministry. Youth ministry in our 
archdiocese continues to grow as evidenced by the number of parishes with youth ministry 
programming and the number of participants at diocesan events and training opportunities.  Parishes with 
active youth ministry programming will receive a rebate from this collection. Please be generous in 
supporting the youth of our parish and archdiocese. For more resources, visit rcav.org/ym-sunday. 
 
Project Advance: As of end of October, donations were at $74,012.  We only have 6 weeks left to the end of 
the year to hit our target of $102,000. Please make a prayerful consideration towards giving to this year’s 
Appeal. Thank you! 
 
Children’s Mass: Next Sunday’s 9am Mass is the Children’s Mass. 
 

PREP Candy Collection: Thank you all who donated to the PREP Candy Collection. Our total collection was 
$185. We appreciate your generosity. Donations will go to The Door Is Open and the Missionaries of Charity 
next week. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Development & Peace Membership Drive: This year is the 50th anniversary of the formation of 
Development & Peace. To celebrate our jubilee, we are offering free membership! 
Be at the heart of change, become a member to: 
• Learn about injustice and what you can do about it. 
• Take concrete actions in solidarity with the poorest and most vulnerable people of the Global South. 
• Join a dynamic cross-Canada movement for global peace and justice. 
• Speak out! When we act together, change is possible. 
Sign up online at www.devp.org or email Deirdre Webster dmswebster@gmail.com for more info. 
 

Sacramental Parent Nights: For parents of students who will be receiving sacraments this academic year: 
Tuesday, April 3rd, 2018 at 7pm in the church for Confirmation meeting. 
Tuesday, April 24th, 2018 at 7:00pm in the church for First Communion meeting. 
If you are unable to attend these evenings, please contact Fr. Babu at the parish office. 604-224-4344. If  
you have a child who has been baptized and is in Grade 3 and up and has not yet received the sacraments  
of First Reconciliation and/or First Communion, and you would like them to receive the sacraments, please 
email the school office. 
 

Advent Retreat: An Advent “Taste of Silence” Retreat- Saturday, December 2nd at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church, 110 Gladwin Drive, North Vancouver. You are invited to a personal retreat day as we enter this 
sacred time of year. Information is available at www.cogv.org or the registrar, Christine, at 
chris.kesans@gmail.com. 
 

Labourers Urgently Needed: The Archdiocese of Vancouver is looking for workers capable of manual labour 
(including lifting up to 100 lbs) and open to casual work between now and Dec. 15 in the downtown 
Vancouver area. If interested please send your resume and contact information along with days and times 
available to: humanresources@rcav.org 

 
Ministering to Seafarers at the Port of Vancouver:  The Apostleship of the Sea (Stella Maris) provides 
pastoral care to the crew of cargo ships that dock in Vancouver, Canada's largest seaport. We ask for your 
prayers in support of this ministry. There is ongoing need for volunteers to visit ships, to drive seafarers to 
local malls, and to caringly associate with them at the Seafarers Mission Centres in downtown Vancouver 
and Roberts Bank (South Delta). For more information on volunteering, please contact Deacon Dileep 
Athaide, Catholic Chaplaincy Coordinator for the Port of Vancouver, at 604-817-6370 or at 
dathaide@rcav.org. 

 
Christmas Gift for Seafarers: This is also the time of year when we seek your financial support for the 
Christmas at Sea campaign, where we, together with our ecumenical partners from the Anglican and 
Reform Church, provide gifts to all seafarers in port who are away from their families during the Christmas 
season. Please send tax-deductible contributions to RCAV Seafarers Ministry, 4885 Saint John Paul II Way, 
Vancouver, BC V5Z 0G3. 
 

 

NEWS & NOTICES 

 A Holly Jolly Christmas  

STEWARDSHIP: TIME & TREASURE 

Advent Concert and Light-Up 

Door Is Open 

 

DECEMBER 

 
 

SUMMARY OF OLPH SUNDAY OFFERING RECEIPTS AND FUNDS DISBURSED AS OCTOBER 31 

As you plan your Sunday Offerings for the new year, please take a moment to look at the summary of Sunday Offerings received by the parish 
this year and where these funds go. The Sunday Collection is our primary income, that is 98.5% of our income for the parish. This amounted to 
$379,790 at the end of October. The interest income we received is $3616 and the Special Donations received which will go to the school is 
$2025.  
 
Our largest expenditure is salaries and benefits which comes to $224,534. Property expenses and utilities are $81,051.  This year there was a lot 
of repair and maintenance work done. This came to $66,438. Parish work of evangelization, charitable giving, religious education subsidies 
under the Parish Activities category, amounted to $70,083. The 10% Diocesan assessment is what every parish has to give to the Archdiocesan 
Head Office. This amount was $58,201. Office administration costs were $52,009.  
 
 
 
 
 

98.5% of Income: Sunday Collections 

Salaries & Benefits: 40.2% 15% 13% 12% 10% 9% 

Planning Your Sunday Offering for the New Year 
 
A true understanding of stewardship begins with taking care of and 
sharing the gift of time and money. In a busy society like ours, time is one 
of the most precious possessions we have. How we spend our time is 
perhaps the clearest indication of our progress in a life of Christian 
discipleship. 
 
Many of the parables of Jesus speak to us about money or material 
possessions: the lost coin, the widow's mite, the buried treasure in the 
field, the rich young man, and the Good Samaritan who gives two silver 
pieces to the innkeeper. Jesus talks about money because he knows how 
personal it is to us. 
 
It is important for us to see the spiritual connection that our temporal 
resources have. Everything we have comes from God and these resources 
are meant to be shared for the building of God’s kingdom. Our response to 
the financial resources we have should be one of gratitude and returning in 
thanksgiving to the many blessings this loving God has put in our charge.  
 
Throwing together whatever loose change or small bills you happen to 
have in you wallet, is like giving God a tip. Our giving, rather, needs to be 
planned and intentional. 
 

As you prayerfully consider stewardship of your treasure, I would like to 
challenge all parishioners to become: 

• Planned givers (designating money in your budget to give each 
year)  

• Priority givers (giving to God first before other expenses) 

• Percentage givers (giving a percentage of your income, not a 
dollar amount) 

• Progressive givers (increasing the percentage regularly)  

Some people say "time is money". Time is much more valuable than 
money! We have all had the experience of wasting money on poor 
purchases or bad decisions. We recover from that, but not so with 
time. Time once spent can never be recovered. God gives us the 
present time  as gift to use as good stewards. 
 
Stewardship of time is more than inviting people to spend a few hours 
volunteering in the parish. It is helping people to recognize their lives 
as an opportunity to serve the Lord and to build up the Kingdom. 
Stewardship is a life-long process; following Jesus is the work of a 
lifetime. 
 
Stewardship of treasure is not about giving to a need but rather it is 
about the need to give. Stewardship is living out a commitment to be 
Christ-centered rather than self-centered. 

https://rcav.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3fd4cc33417e0d55f579887b1&id=77a28c361c&e=f7b8bc672e
http://www.devp.org/
mailto:dmswebster@gmail.com
mailto:humanresources@rcav.org
mailto:dathaide@rcav.org

