
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 

 
  

 
MASSES & SERVICES  
Saturday: 5pm  
(Anticipated Mass) 
Sunday: 9am, 11am & 5pm  
Monday – Wednesday 8am 
Thursday Mass/Novena:  
8am & 7pm  
Friday, Saturday, Holidays: 9am 
(Fridays in July & August: 8am)  
Children’s Mass: 9am 1st 
Sunday of the month Oct-June 
Children’s Liturgy: 11am All 
Sundays except the 1st Sunday 
from Sept- June 
Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4-4:45pm 
Adoration  
Saturday 9:30-10am  
Library Hours  
Sunday: 10-10:45am, 4:30-5pm 
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Friday: 9am-4pm 
STAFF 
Pastor  
Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R.  
Associate Pastor  
Joseph Horo, C.Ss.R.  
In Residence 
William Comerford, C.Ss.R. 
 

Office Manager  
Virginia Fong  
Pastoral Coordinator  
Bertilla Watanabe  
Bookkeeper  
Corinna Siy 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Theresa Barao 
 OLPH School Principal 

Lora Clarke 
Jr. Kindergarten Director 
Maria Cortese 
 

CONTACT 
Email: parish.olph@rcav.org  
Website: www.olphchurch.ca  
Parish Office: 604-224-4344  
OLPH School: 604-228-8811  
Jr. Kindergarten: 

jrkindergarten@olpbc.ca  
OLPH Church, 2465 Crown 
Street, Vancouver BC V6R3V9 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his steadfast love endures forever. – Psalm 118 

Congratulations to All Our Newly Baptized! 
 

Dear Friends & Parishioners, 
 
Last week’s Easter Vigil was indeed a joyful celebration. On this beautiful night as we celebrate the victory of 
Jesus over death, everything we know and believe about our faith is brought into brilliant focus with the 
lighting of the Paschal Candle. The new fire was kindled outside and brought into the church. As the light of 
Christ is passed from one person to another, the darkened church comes alive with the flickers of white tapers, 
filling the space with a sense of awe, mystery and eager anticipation for what’s about to transpire. 
 
The powerful readings about creation, the Exodus and God’s promises to his people are recalled. Solemn ritual 
and beautiful music and the congregation’s renewal of baptismal promises all make this a night to remember 
every year. We baptized 30 people that weekend. Twenty-one of them were baptized and six were confirmed 
at the Easter Vigil and another nine children were baptized on Easter morning.  
 
Congratulations to all who received the sacraments. Please keep up your commitment to grow in the faith 
through weekly Mass attendance and continuing faith formation programs. Happy Easter again to all! 
  
         Yours in Christ, 
                                                          Fr. Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
 
         
 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Parish Council 
Crystal Lynch 
crystallynch2000@gmail.com 
Finance Council 
Lauri Ann Fenlon 
lauri.ann.fenlon@gmail.com  
Parish Education Committee 
Renee Stafford 
pec@olphbc.ca 
COORDINATORS 
Altar Guild 
Bridget Bird 604-228-9180 
Altar Servers 
Kate Carr 604-730-5640 
Catholic Women’s League 
Lynn Macdonald 
bob.lynn.macdonald@gmail.com 
Children’s Liturgy 
Kathy Mok 
communications.olph@rcav.org 
Craft Group 

Doris Rankin 604-224-0876 
Development & Peace 
Deirdre Webster 604-736-0714 
Eucharistic Ministry 
Pamela Brammall 604-228-9206 
Food Bank 
Robyn Sirmul robynsirmul@shaw.ca 
Hospitality Ministry 
Gerry Macken 604-222-1369 
Knights of Columbus 
Peter Dodge 604-649-1111 
Library  
Katherine Hill 
kathswim2012@gmail.com 
Liturgy of the Hours 
Bridget Clark 604-228-8773 
Madonna Group 
Monica Cheung 604-739-8837 
Ministry of the Word 
Roger Poirier 604-224-0426 
Music Ministry  
Catherine Walsh  
catherine.organist@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care 
Mary Thompson 604-263-6008 
PREP 
Elizabeth Towers 604-440-8809 
Project Advance 
Bertilla Watanabe 604-224-4344 
RCIA 
Bertilla Watanabe  
bwatanabe@rcav.org 
Social Justice/St. Vincent de Paul 
Mark Thompson 778-891-6275 
Volunteers Coordinator 
Lara Garcia Carton  
olphchurchvolunteers@gmail.com 
Weddings 
Fr. Babu Mathew  
604-224-4344 
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POPE’S EASTER MESSAGE 2018 

    April 8, 2018                                                                           2nd Sunday of Easter 

By John L Allen Jr. 
ROME - On Christianity’s holiest day, Pope Francis said that the resurrection of Christ was a massive 
surprise, even to his closest followers, and drew the conclusion that “Our God is a God of surprises.” 
“At the beginning of the story of salvation, it was full of surprises, with God telling Abraham ‘leave your 
land and go’,” the pope said. “It’s one surprise after the other. God does not know how to announce 
something to us without surprising us.” 
 

“The surprise is what stirs the heart, that touches you precisely there, where you’re not expecting it,” he 
said. “To say it with the language of young people, the surprise is a ‘quite a blow,’ because you’re not 
expecting it. He goes and stirs you.” 
 

Francis himself followed the “surprise” model in his Easter Sunday homily, speaking entirely 
extemporaneously and without any notes. At the heart of the Easter story, the pope said, is the 
announcement that “Christ is Risen!” He noted that early Christians actually used that phrase as a way of 
saying hello to one another. 
 

The surprises of God, the pope said, also have the effect of putting people into motion. The women who 
found the tomb empty and Christ risen, the pope said, “were in a hurry … they ran to say they’d found 
him. The surprises of God get us moving, right away, without expecting it,” Francis said. “Peter and John 
ran too, like the shepherds on Christmas night ran to Bethlehem,” he said. “The Samaritan woman ran to 
tell her people, ‘I’ve found a man who told me everything I’ve done,’ because they knew what she had 
done.” 
 

 “Do you have your hearts open to the surprises of God?” he asked. “Are you capable of moving with 
hurry, or do you say ‘tomorrow, tomorrow’?” the pope asked. “Today, on this Easter Sunday 2018, what 
will I do?” the pope asked believers to ponder. “You, what will you do?” 
 

As is customary, the Easter Sunday Mass in St. Peter’s Square unfolded against the backdrop of a massive 
floral display which, since 1986, has been provided every year by the Netherlands, the world’s largest 
flower exporter. The pope generally thanks the Dutch florists from the balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica at the 
end of his Urbi et Orbi address, and also greets them personally. The custom of relying on the Dutch was a 
result of St. Pope John Paul II’s testy 1985 visit to Holland, one of the world’s most progressive Catholic 
cultures, which was marred by protests. The pope’s warmest welcome, however, came in the form of 
flowers assembled by the “Bloemenbureau”, the Dutch national flower society, and the Vatican later 
agreed that from that point forward, Dutch florists would be in charge of the Easter display. 
 

This year, the square was converted into a sprawling garden featuring 26 trees, including ten birch trees 
ranging from 13 to 22 feet tall; 8,400 flowers, including 3,500 roses and 1,000 delphiniums; and 20,000 tulip 
bulbs, 13,500 daffodils and 6,000 hyacinths, for a grand total of 49,900 separate elements. 
Vatican press materials explaining the arrangement said that orchids, the best-selling Dutch flower in the 
world, were selected to symbolize “friendship and pure love.” The use of yellow flowers, the Vatican said, 
represents “light and joy for the resurrection of Christ,” while green flowers decorated the altar because 
green is the color of “hope, strength, calm and peace.” 
 

Immediately at the conclusion of the Easter Mass, Francis delivered the Urbi et Orbi address, one of only 
two occasions each year, the other being Christmas, when the pope speaks to a crowd in St. Peter’s 
Square from the same central balcony in the basilica where he appeared immediately after his election. 
The Urbi et Orbi is generally a 360-degree review of the global situation, featuring the pontiff’s major 
diplomatic and political concerns at the moment. On Easter Monday, a day known as pasquetta, or the 
“little Easter,” in Italy, Pope Francis delivered the traditional noontime Angelus address from the window 
of the papal apartments overlooking St. Peter’s Square.      
                        www.cruxnow.com 

 

Archbishop Miller: Our Evangelizing 
Mission as Church Begins on Easter 
Morning 

Easter is Proof: Ours is a God of Surprises 
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CALENDAR 

Stewardship Reflection 

“The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his possessions was 
his own...” – ACTS 4:32 
 

All that we are and all that we have is a gift from God! Think of your family, your friends, your talents, 
your abilities and your money – these are all gifts from God! We aren’t really owners of anything, we are 
merely “stewards” of the gifts God has blessed us with. 
                                                                                                                         Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  

EASTER CELEBRATIONS 

Food Bank: There is a Food Bank Collection next weekend. Thank you in advance for responding 
generously! 
 

Net Retreat: Grade 7 students and Net Ministries will be using the Church, Parish Hall, Madonna Room for 
their retreat on Tuesday April 10 8:30-3pm.  
 

After School Care: The Parish Hall will be booked for After School care from 8am-6pm on Friday 13 April 
because of OLPH School Student Led Conferences. 
 

Sunday Coffee Helpers: Dear friends, helpers are needed to help make and serve coffee after the Sunday 
9am Mass. Extending hospitality is a wonderful way to serve in our parish community. Sign-up sheets are in 
the foyer. 
 

Tax Receipts: Tax receipts are available for pickup in the church foyer and in the parish office on weekdays. 
 

Book Keeper Wanted for OLPH School: Our Lady of Perpetual School (OLPH) is seeking applicants for the 
position of School Bookkeeper. The successful candidate will become a collaborative member of this 
dynamic community which provides an excellent Catholic education for students from Preschool to Grade  
7.  A detailed job description is available upon request.  Please send resume and supporting documentation 
to:  office@olphbc.ca 
 

Men's Discernment Night: Do you have questions about discerning God’s call for your life? Vocations in 
Progress for single men, aged 17 and up, is an opportunity to meet priests, ask questions, and learn about 
their life and spirituality. The informal event will include prayer, dinner, and discussion at St. Patrick's, 
Vancouver, on Wednesday, April 25, at 7 - 10 p.m. 
  

Spring Institute: Archdiocesan Seasonal Institutes provide participants with an opportunity to study and 
learn about the rich traditions of the Catholic faith and are especially suited for lay people and those serving 
in Catholic parishes. The courses are open to everyone. Saturday April 14, at Notre Dame Regional 
Secondary School, Vancouver. Cost: $40. To register or for more info. visit rcav.org/oc-spring  
 

St Mary’s 70th Anniversary:  St. Mary’s School (Chilliwack) cordially invites former students, staff, priests 
and families to attend our 70th Anniversary Celebration on May 19th and 20th, 2018. Contact Pat Symes @ 
604-792-7715 or email: psymes@stmarysschoolchwk.com for more information 
 

Theology of the Body Course: Discover human nature as the "Gift of Self" in our relationship with God and 
one another through Theology of the Body. Using the teachings of Christ on marriage, St. John Paul II 
reveals our true human nature in the image and likeness of God as a "communion of persons in the sincere 
gift of self," giving us the authentic meaning of our humanity now and in eternal life. Sessions begin this 
spring: April 9 and April 10. Register at rcav.org/tob. 
 

EnCourage: Spiritual support meeting for members of EnCourage. Sunday April 15, from 2:30-4:30 at St. 
Helen's Parish, Burnaby. For more info. please contact encourage@rcav.org 
 

Celebrate your Milestone Anniversary: This Mother’s Day, Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB, will 
be honouring couples celebrating their: 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th, 55th & 
60th+ years of marriage. Register your anniversary with us today at rcav.org/marriage-anniversary Mass will 
be on Sunday, May 13 at 2 p.m. at St. Matthew Parish, Surrey.  Reception to follow in the parish gym with 
exhibitors present in Jubilee Hall. All are welcome to witness and celebrate the milestone anniversaries of 
others!  
 

Archdiocesan Holy Hour for Vocations:  Join Fr. Rodney Nootebos, Director of Vocations and Seminarians, 
along with other members of the faithful throughout the archdiocese, in a monthly Holy Hour of prayer, 
intensely focused on asking the "Lord of the Harvest to send forth labourers into the harvest." The next 
one is Thursday, April 19 at St. Anthony of Padua, Vancouver, from 7 - 8 p.m. 
 

Retrouvaille Weekend in April: The next Retrouvaille Program for troubled marriages will be held on the 
weekend of April 13 - 15, 2018.  We are blessed to be able to have our weekend at the Christian Retreat 
Centre Barnabas Landing, on Keats Island.  Contact our registration team Marc & Candice at 604-530-6710 
(and leave a message to be called back) or visit our websites: www.retrouvaillevancouver.com and 
www.retrouvaille.org 
 
 

NEWS & NOTICES 

OLPH Parish Is Host Site 
For 2018 New 
Evangelization Summit 
 
“Our hearts need to be set on fire 
with a love for Christ and a desire 
to make Him known…” 
 
On April 27th and 28th, join 
thousands of Catholics as the New 
Evangelization Summit is live in 
Ottawa, ON and webcast to cities 
across North America. Speakers who 
are leaders in the New Evangelization 
will provide inspiration, 
encouragement, training, practical 
wisdom and resources on how 
Catholics can effectively evangelize. 
All Catholics – pastors, missionaries, 
lay ministers, and the lay faithful – will 
benefit from this powerful 
opportunity to be further equipped in 
the fundamental mission of the 
Church. 
 
The Summit will feature world-class 
Catholic speakers including:  
--George Weigle, acclaimed author 
and renowned scholar 
 
--Curtis Martin, passionate 
evangelizer and founder of Focus 
 
--Michael Dopp, founder of Mission 
of the Redeemer Ministries and the 
New Evangelization Summit 
 
--Sr. Anne Shields, evangelization 
extraordinaire and acclaimed speaker 
 
--Patrick Madrid, author, radio host, 
and amazing apologist 
 
--Christy Dupuis, dynamic speaker, 
missionary, and member of local 
parish pastoral team 
 

TICKET: $40 INCLUDES LUNCH 
AND  SNACKS 
 
TO  BUY YOUR TICKET,  PLEASE GO ONLINE 
TO  WWW.NEWEVANGELIZATION.CA  

 
 
 

A Joyful Easter Vigil! 
 
 
 

Congratulations and a warm and blessed welcome to the following new members of the Catholic faith: 
Aileen Shi, Aki Sueyoshi, Cecilia Leong, the Mitchells - Meredith, Alexander and Isabel, Jian Lang & Vivienne Gao, the Wangs - Alan, 
Jessica, Chloe and Ian, Jennifer Li, Jessie Yeung, Maggie Ding, Paris Chen, Sara Ho, Maili Wong, Vijayaratnam Vijayaruban, Daniel Pu 
and Sophia Qu. 
 
Those confirmed at the Easter Vigil were: Michele Lau, Janine Mendes, Jean-Paul Berretta, Christa Siebold, Valerie Martin and 
Lawrence Cheng. Thank you to the amazing RCIA team, the Music Ministry, lectors, servers and all the wonderful volunteers who 
made the Vigil and reception so beautiful. 
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