
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 

 
  

 
MASSES & SERVICES  
Saturday: 5pm  
(Anticipated Mass) 
Sunday: 9am, 11am & 5pm  
Monday – Wednesday 8am 
Thursday Mass/Novena:  
8am & 7pm  
Friday, Saturday, Holidays: 9am 
(Fridays in July & August: 8am)  
Children’s Mass: 9am 1st 
Sunday of the month Oct-June 
Children’s Liturgy: 11am  
All Sundays except the 1st 
Sunday from Sept- June 
Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4-4:45pm 
Adoration  
Saturday 9:30-10am  
Library Hours  
Sunday: 10-10:45am, 4:30-5pm 
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Friday: 9am-4pm 
STAFF 
Pastor  
Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R.  
Associate Pastor  
Joseph Horo, C.Ss.R.  
In Residence 
William Comerford, C.Ss.R. 
 

Office Manager  
Virginia Fong  
Pastoral Coordinator  
Bertilla Watanabe  
Bookkeeper  
Corinna Siy 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Theresa Barao 
 OLPH School Principal 

Lora Clarke 
Jr. Kindergarten Director 
Maria Cortese 
 

CONTACT 
Email: parish.olph@rcav.org  
Website: www.olphchurch.ca  
Parish Office: 604-224-4344  
OLPH School: 604-228-8811  
Jr. Kindergarten: 

jrkindergarten@olpbc.ca  
OLPH Church, 2465 Crown 
Street, Vancouver BC V6R3V9 

Lord from you comes my praise in the great congregation. – Psalm 22 

 

A Parish Survey and Mission Statement in the Works 
 

Dear Friends and Parishioners, 
 

Every so often, it is important for us to take stock of who we are as a parish and what we do. Some of you 
might say, “well isn’t that the pastor’s job?” Yes it certainly is but it is not entirely mine. It is something we as 
a parish community need to do together.  
 

There are many things we do well and there are many things we could do better. In order to help us define 
more clearly who we are, the Parish Pastoral Council is carrying out a survey this weekend. The survey has 
been inserted in this bulletin. There are also copies of it on the shelves behind the back pews. Please take the 
time to fill it out either before you leave the church or take it home and bring it back next week.  
 

As part of this discerning process, we are also taking a closer look at our Mission Statement. There are many 
definitions of what a mission statement is. This one describes it well:  The mission statement is a short 
sentence or paragraph used by a company to explain, in simple and concise terms, its purpose for being. 
 I will leave you with this Dilbert comic strip to let you know what the mission statement will not be.  
 

Let us ask our Blessed Mother to guide us in this process. Your prayers are always needed! 
 

         Yours in Christ, 
                                                          Fr. Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
 
         
 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Parish Council 
Crystal Lynch 
crystallynch2000@gmail.com 
Finance Council 
Lauri Ann Fenlon 
lauri.ann.fenlon@gmail.com  
Parish Education Committee 
Renee Stafford 
pec@olphbc.ca 
COORDINATORS 
Altar Guild 
Bridget Bird 604-228-9180 
Altar Servers 
Kate Carr 604-730-5640 
Catholic Women’s League 
Lynn Macdonald 
bob.lynn.macdonald@gmail.com 
Children’s Liturgy 
Kathy Mok 
communications.olph@rcav.org 
Craft Group 

Doris Rankin 604-224-0876 
Development & Peace 
Deirdre Webster 604-736-0714 
Eucharistic Ministry 
Pamela Brammall 604-228-9206 
Food Bank 
Robyn Sirmul robynsirmul@shaw.ca 
Hospitality Ministry 
Gerry Macken 604-222-1369 
Knights of Columbus 
Peter Dodge 604-649-1111 
Library  
Katherine Hill 
kathswim2012@gmail.com 
Liturgy of the Hours 
Bridget Clark 604-228-8773 
Madonna Group 
Monica Cheung 604-739-8837 
Ministry of the Word 
Roger Poirier 604-224-0426 
Music Ministry  
Catherine Walsh  
catherine.organist@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care 
Mary Thompson 604-263-6008 
PREP 
Elizabeth Towers 604-440-8809 
Project Advance 
Bertilla Watanabe 604-224-4344 
RCIA 
Bertilla Watanabe  
bwatanabe@rcav.org 
Social Justice/St. Vincent de Paul 
Mark Thompson 778-891-6275 
Volunteers Coordinator 
Lara Garcia Carton  
olphchurchvolunteers@gmail.com 
Weddings 
Fr. Babu Mathew  
604-224-4344 
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FEAST: ST LOUIS MARIE DE MONTFORT 

    April 29, 2018                                                                           5th Sunday of Easter 

By Gretchen Filz 
 

On April 28, the universal Church celebrates the feast day of Louis-Marie de Monfort, a 17th century saint who is 
revered for his intense devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. St. Louis-Marie is perhaps most famously known for his 
prayer of entrustment to Our Lady, “Totus Tuus ego sum,” which means, “I am all yours.” Pope St. John Paul II 
took the phrase “Totus Tuus” as his episcopal motto. 
 

Pope St. John Paul II was well known for having a deep and abiding love for the Blessed Virgin Mary. His devotion 
to her was evident in all that he did: his teaching, his prayer life, even his papal motto and coat of arms were 
dedicated to the Blessed Mother. When he was nearly fatally shot during his papacy he credited the intercession of 
the Virgin Mary, specifically Our Lady of Fatima, with the miraculous saving of his life.  
 

But how did he develop this life-long devotion to Mary? 
In his book, Gift and Mystery, Blessed Pope John Paul II credits his home parish and the nearby Carmelites for their 
early influence on him. He also had a very devout father who regularly took him on pilgrimages to local Marian 
shrines. However, as he matured in his faith as a young adult, he singles out one overwhelming influence which 
changed his life. He gleaned his profound devotion to Mary largely through the writings of one man: St. Louis de 
Montfort. The book that changed Karol Wojtyla’s life was True Devotion to Mary. The Pope relates: 
 

“At one point I began to question my devotion to Mary, believing that, if it became too great, it might end up 
compromising the supremacy of the worship owed to Christ.  At that time, I was greatly helped by a book by Saint 
Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort…There I found the answers to my questions. Yes, Mary does bring us closer to 
Christ; she does lead us to him, provided that we live her mystery in Christ… The author was an outstanding 
theologian.  His Mariological thought is rooted in the mystery of the Trinity and in the truth of the Incarnation of 
the Word of God”. 
 

Pope John Paul II thought so highly of the writing of St. Louis De Montfort that he spoke about the saint on many 
occasions. In addition, on December 8, 2003, he wrote a special letter on the occasion of the 160th Anniversary of 
De Montfort’s publication. In this letter he wrote: “I myself, in the years of my youth, found reading this book a 
great help.” 
 

About St. Louis De Montfort: St Louis Marie was a French priest who was born in 1673 and ordained at the age of 
27. Recognizing his calling to be a missionary preacher, he traveled from diocese to diocese giving parish missions 
and preaching renewal and reform in the spiritual life, as well as devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. He 
encountered great resistance in his apostolic work, and after being silenced by his bishop, he walked one thousand 
miles to Rome to seek council from the Pope as to his mission. Pope Clement XI named him a Missionary Apostolic 
and asked him to continue traveling and ministering to the people.  He then spent the rest of his life traveling 
through western France preaching, teaching, hearing confessions, rebuilding churches, and opening schools. 
 

True Devotion to Mary had such a lasting influence on Pope John Paul II that when he was elected Supreme 
Pontiff in 1978, he chose his papal motto, Totus Tuus, from words written by St. Louis De Montfort, as he describes 
below: 
“As is well known, (in) my episcopal coat of arms … the motto Totus tuus is inspired by the teaching of St. Louis 
Marie Grignion de Montfort.  These two words express total belonging to Jesus through Mary: “Tuus totus ego 
sum, et omnia mea tua sunt.” (“I am all Yours, and all that I have is Yours.”) . . . “This Saint’s teaching has had a 
profound influence on the Marian devotion of many of the faithful and on my own life.” 
 

There is no better way to advance quickly in holiness, no better way to please God, and no better way to guarantee 
one’s present sanctity and eternal salvation than with a true devotion to Mary. Pope John Paul II learned this and 
demonstrated this truth in his life, proven now that he has been raised to the altars and numbered with the saints 
in heaven. 
                    www.catholiccompany.com 
  
“Pray with great confidence, with confidence based on the goodness and infinite generosity of God and upon the 
promises of Jesus Christ. God is a spring of living water which flows unceasingly into the hearts of those who 

St. Louis Marie de Montfort: The Saint Who Influenced 
Pope St. John Paul II’s Profound Devotion to Mary 
 

WELCOME ATTENDEES OF THE  NEW EVANGELIZATION SUMMIT 

If you’re visiting our Parish today, a warm welcome to you! We hope you found the live-streaming of the New 
Evangelization Summit to be an inspiring and spiritually stimulating experience. If you would like to find out 
more about OLPH Parish, please visit our website at www.olphchurch.ca.  

mailto:jrkindergarten@olpbc.ca
mailto:bob.lynn.macdonald@gmail.com
https://www.catholiccompany.com/pope-saint-john-paul-ii-c2614/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/our-lady-of-fatima-c1402/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/st-louis-de-montfort-c626/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/st-louis-de-montfort-c626/
http://www.catholiccompany.com/true-devotion-to-mary-p1003301/
http://www.olphchurch.ca/


   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 

Stewardship Reflection 

“Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.”  – 1 JOHN 3:18 
 
Regarding our Catholic faith, do you “walk the talk?” Do your actions reflect what it means to be a good 
disciple? Are you an active participant at Sunday Mass? Are you joyful when participating in parish 
ministry? Do you give gratefully and generously with your financial support to your parish and other 
Church needs? If not, it’s not too late to start! 
                                                                                                                         Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  

 

STEWARDSHIP: OFFERING UP OUR WORK NEWS & NOTICES 

Natascha Lawrence, OLPH School 
Counsellor will be giving a series of 
talks on dealing with the challenges 
of single parenting. Over three 
evenings you will get tips and tricks 
on the most common struggles – 
routine, regulation and 
communication. Talks will be on 
Wednesdays 7pm-8:30pm on May 2, 
30 and June 13 at OLPH Parish Hall. 
Please register before April 30.  
Email:nataschalawrence@olphbc.ca. 
Babysitting will be provided. 
 
 
 
 
May is the month of Mary. It is the 
time for spring blossoms and new 
growth. The tradition of honoring 
Mary in the month of May goes back 
many centuries.  
 
Here, we too will honor Mary with a 
rosary at the Grotto before the 
Saturday evening Mass on May 19 at 
4pm. We will gather at the grotto. 
Bring your rosary with you! 
 
 
 
 
May 20 is Pentecost Sunday. The 
parish is hosting a barbeque after the 
11am Mass that day. If you are 
attending another Mass, you are 
welcome to join us at noon that day. 
We will gather at the front of the 
rectory.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Eugene O’Reilly CSsR is our guest 
speaker at this year’s Triduum Novena 
& Talks. This will climax with a special 
Mass to celebrate our feast day at 
4pm on Sunday June 24 to be 
followed by a reception and potluck 
dessert from parishioners. All are 
invited.  
 
Friday June 15 – Wed June 20: Novena 
after morning Mass 
-Thurs Novena & Talk June 21: 7pm  
-Fri Novena & Talk June 22: 7pm 
-Sat Novena & Talk June 23: 6pm  
-Sun June 24: Mass at 4pm 
 
Reception to follow. 

PEC Election for 2018/2019 School Year:  Please note the following information for the PEC Election: Election 
Dates - May 26 and May 27, 2018.  Polling stations will be open for one hour after each Mass on these dates. 
Eligible for Nomination: Practicing Catholics, 21 years and older and approved by the Pastor. 
Eligible to Nominate: Only persons eligible to hold office are eligible to nominate candidates.  
Pick-Up Forms: To get a nomination form, please contact the parish office. 
Nominating Committee Email: pec@olphbc.ca if you have any questions. 
Deadline for completed forms (with all required signatures):  4pm Wednesday May 17, 2017.  

 
OLPH AGM: The PEC would like to invite you to this annual information session being held on Wednesday, 
May 9th at 7:00pm in the School Gym. The focus is on the financial outlook and maintenance projects for 
both the School and the Parish. 
 
Madonna Group Meeting: Madonna Group will meet in the Church Hall on Wednesday May 9th at noon. We 
will have tea followed by a slide show of Fr. Comerford’s visit to Mexico with Eduardo and Rosa Ana Ituarte. 
 
Donations to Craft Group: The OLPH Craft Group is very gratefully accepting cotton fabric for their sewing 
projects. They also need fresh lavender to make scented sachets and items for drawers and closets.  The Craft 
Group meets in the Madonna Room every Tuesday morning from 10am till noon if you would like to drop off 
your donations.  
 
Parish Hall Events: On Friday May 18 and Tuesday May 22, the Parish Hall will be occupied by the After-School 
Care Program from 9am-6pm. As well, on Friday June 15 from 11am-6pm.  
 
Sunday Coffee Helpers: Dear friends, volunteers are needed to make and serve coffee after the Sunday 9am 
Mass. Extending hospitality is a wonderful way to serve in our parish community. Sign-up sheets are in the 
foyer. 
 

Tax Receipts: Tax receipts are available for pickup in the parish office on weekdays. 
 
World Youth Day Panama: St Mary’s Parish in Chilliwack has four spots left to join WYD Panama in January 
2019. We can take 2 females and 2 males. The pilgrimage will be led by Fr. Mark McGuckin and Caitlin Hay. If 
you wish to join St. Mary’s group in this pilgrimage or have more info about it please contact as soon as 
possible our WYD coordinator Caitlin Hay at caitlin_hay@yahoo.ca. Pilgrims will be accepted on a first-come-
first-serve basis. Thank you.  
 
Pro-Life Mass and Prayer Vigil: Join us for a peaceful, prayerful vigil for unborn children and their parents on 
Saturday, May 5. Mass is at 9:00 a.m. at Guardian Angels Church, Vancouver followed by the Rosary at B.C. 
Women’s Hospital, Vancouver. 
 
Red Mass:  The 2018 Archdiocese of Vancouver Red Mass and reception will be on Tuesday, May 8. The Red 
Mass, celebrated by Archbishop Miller, will be at Holy Rosary Cathedral, Vancouver, at 5 p.m. A reception will 
follow at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, 655 Burrard Street, Vancouver at 6:30 p.m. with our special guest speaker, 
Angus Reid. The Red Mass is a Mass celebrated in honour of the legal profession as a vocation in the service 
of justice and the common good. It is one of the traditions through which the Church has blessed and 
strengthened the legal profession. The grace given to the members of the legal profession by God and the 
teachings of the Catholic Church help guide us towards the goals of fairness and justice. All are welcome to 
the Red Mass and tickets for the reception can be purchased at rcav.org/red-mass. 
 
Rachel's Vineyard Retreat: "I stretch out my hands toward you, my soul to you like a parched land." - Psalm 
143:6 Have you lived in silence with your hands stretched out to God asking for relief from all that you have 
been feeling since your abortion? Does your soul truly feel like that parched land with no hope in sight? God 
yearns to flood that land with His merciful healing. Come on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat and feel Him 
holding your hands as you see new life appear in your soul.  Next Retreat is May 2018.  For confidential 
information and to register call 604-525-0999. 
 

St Mary’s 70th Anniversary:  St. Mary’s School (Chilliwack) cordially invites former students, staff, priests and 
families to attend our 70th Anniversary Celebration on May 19th and 20th, 2018. Contact Pat Symes @ 604-
792-7715 or email: psymes@stmarysschoolchwk.com for more information. 
 

Mass of Remembrance: Join us this Sunday, April 29, for our monthly Mass of Remembrance as we pray 
together for our loved ones that have passed away this month. Mass will be held at both 12:30 and 2:30 p.m. 
in our Evangelist Chapel. Visit rccav.org/events for more information. 
 
Celebrate your Milestone Anniversary: This Mother’s Day, Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB, will 
be honouring couples celebrating their: 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th, 55th & 60th+ 
years of marriage. Register your anniversary with us today at rcav.org/marriage-anniversary Mass will be on 
Sunday, May 13 at 2 p.m. at St. Matthew Parish, Surrey.  Reception to follow in the parish gym with exhibitors 
present in Jubilee Hall. All are welcome.  
 

Project Advance is crucial to the Church’s mission of 
providing services that benefit all Catholics and countless 
others in our Archdiocese. Our annual appeal allows us to 
not only provide for our local Church but also strengthen 
our parishes. To date, close to $101 million has been returned 
to parishes so they can meet the growing needs they have 
for their buildings and social programs. 
 
This year, the Archdiocese has increased its fundraising 
target from $3 million to $3,250,000.  The core needs for the 
Archdiocese  are renovation of our secondary schools, the 
founding of new parishes, the care of the needy and 
marginalized through our Archdiocesan Ministries. 
 
To hit this higher goal, individual parish targets have also 
been adjusted upwards. This year’s target set for our parish 
by the Archdiocese is $52,000.  
 
Funds raised beyond this amount are rebated to the parish 
to meet our own needs. Our hope, then, is to double the 
diocesan goal so that we may raise a total of $104,000 to 
support the parish. To be specific, the funds will go toward 
the parish seismic upgrade fund and infrastructure renewal.  
 
Over the years we have had a strong core group of 
generous donors. However, this makes up only a small 
percentage of our registered parishioners. It is our sincere 
hope that we can increase the rate of participation so that 
everyone can see the value of being part of something 
greater than themselves.  
 
From the perspective of good Catholic stewardship, Project 
Advance offers us an excellent opportunity to give in a spirit 
of gratitude and generosity for the gracious gifts God has 
given to each of us. That is exactly what the Project Advance 
theme is: Live gratefully, give generously. 
 
Brochures at the church have more details about this year’s 
Project Advance Appeal. You can make a donation in any of 
the following ways: 

• Return the enclosed pledge form to OLPH Church 
or to the Project Advance Office. 

• Go online to www.rcav.org and make your pledge 
in the name of OLPH Parish. 

 
For a retrospective of what the Archdiocese of Vancouver 
has accomplished over the years since the launch of the 
Appeal in 1980, watch this year’s Project Advance video at 
rcav.org/project-advance/ Thank you for your support! 
 

Project Advance Strengthens Parishes 

MAY 

Single Parenting Survival Series 

 

Rosary at the Grotto 

Pentecost Celebration 

OLPH Novena/Triduum & Feast 

The Story of Saint Joseph the Worker 
 

To foster deep devotion to Saint Joseph among Catholics, and in 

response to the “May Day” celebrations for workers sponsored by 

Communists, Pope Pius XII instituted the feast of Saint Joseph the 

Worker on May 1 in 1955. This feast extends the long relationship 

between Joseph and the cause of workers in both Catholic faith 

and devotion. Beginning in the Book of Genesis, the dignity of 

human work has long been celebrated as a participation in the 

creative work of God. By work, humankind both fulfills the 

command found in Genesis to care for the earth (Gn 2:15) and to 

be productive in their labors. Saint Joseph, the carpenter and 

foster father of Jesus, is but one example of the holiness of 

human labor. 

 

Jesus, too, was a carpenter. He learned the trade from Saint 

Joseph and spent his early adult years working side-by-side in 

Joseph’s carpentry shop before leaving to pursue his ministry as 

preacher and healer. In his encyclical Laborem Exercens, Pope John 

Paul II stated: “the Church considers it her task always to call 

attention to the dignity and rights of those who work, to condemn 

situations in which that dignity and those rights are violated, and 

to help to guide [social] changes so as to ensure authentic 

progress by man and society.” 

 

Saint Joseph is held up as a model of such work. Pius XII 

emphasized this when he said, “The spirit flows to you and to all 

men from the heart of the God-man, Savior of the world, but 

certainly, no worker was ever more completely and profoundly 

penetrated by it than the foster father of Jesus, who lived with 

Him in closest intimacy and community of family life and work.” 

 

Reflection 

To capture the devotion to Saint Joseph within the Catholic 

liturgy, in 1870, Pope Pius IX declared Saint Joseph the patron of 

the universal Church. In 1955, Pope Pius XII added the feast of 

Saint Joseph the Worker. This silent saint, who was given the 

noble task of caring and watching over the Virgin Mary and Jesus, 

now cares for and watches over the Church and models for all, the 

dignity of human work. 
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