
 

 
    

MASSES & SERVICES  
Saturday: 5pm  
(Anticipated Mass) 
Sunday: 9am, 11am & 5pm  
Monday – Wednesday 8am 
Thursday Mass/Novena:  
8am & 7pm  
Friday, Saturday, Holidays: 9am 
(Fridays in July & August: 8am)  
Children’s Mass: 9am 1st 
Sunday of the month Oct-June 
Children’s Liturgy: 11am  
All Sundays except the 1st 
Sunday from Sept- June 
Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4-4:45pm 
Adoration  
Saturday 9:30-10am  
Library Hours  
Sunday: 10-10:45am, 4:30-5pm 
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Friday: 9am-4pm 
STAFF 
Pastor  
Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R.  
Associate Pastor  
Joseph Horo, C.Ss.R.  
In Residence 
William Comerford, C.Ss.R. 
 

Office Manager  
Virginia Fong  
Pastoral Coordinator  
Bertilla Watanabe  
Bookkeeper  
Corinna Siy 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Theresa Barao 
 OLPH School Principal 

Lora Clarke 
Jr. Kindergarten Director 
Maria Cortese 
 

CONTACT 
Email: parish.olph@rcav.org  
Website: www.olphchurch.ca  
Parish Office: 604-224-4344  
OLPH School: 604-228-8811  
Jr. Kindergarten: 
jrkindergarten@olpbc.ca  
 
 
OLPH Church, 2465 Crown 
Street, Vancouver BC V6R3V9 
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Illuminating the Lights of Our Hearts and Minds 
 
 

As we approach the close of the liturgical year, you will notice that the Mass readings become quite dark 
and gloomy. In today’s Gospel, Jesus talks about the end…“after the time of suffering, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in 
the heavens will be shaken.” At a time of year when you’re taking stock of how many Christmas lights 
you’ve got in the basement this message can seem like a damper.   
 
The truth is, though, there is much to be joyful about when we are walking the path of our Faith.  When we 
place God at the front and centre of our lives, as all good stewards of God’s blessings are inclined to do, we 
need never feel dispirited or discouraged by the portents of death and destruction. We have already placed 
our temporal and spiritual gifts in the hands of God. Our time, talent and treasure are not just part of our 
lives’ inventory, they are an expression of the blessings that flow from our heavenly Father which we have 
the responsibility to put to good and creative use. 
 
I see this at work in our parish on a regular basis. One occasion which comes to mind is the time when the 
parish community and school families rallied together to help out the Hong family in the tragic loss of 
Andrew, a husband and father of three children at our school.  There was a tremendous outpouring of love 
and support for Cecilia and her young children. Families at the school got together and organized an event 
which raised $25,000 for them. Part of last year’s Giving Tree donations also went to the family. I was 
heartened to hear that Cecilia has since set up a small business to support herself and her young children.  
A thank you letter from her is on the inside page. I hope our community will continue to support her in this 
enterprise. 
 
As Advent approaches, let us take stock of what we have and pray for a spirit of compassion and 
generosity.  The lights thus illuminated this Advent, won’t just be in the front yard but within our hearts 
and minds as well.  
    
                                          Yours in Christ, 
                          Fr. Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Parish Council 
Donna Trasolini 
trasolini@telus.net 
Finance Council 
Lauri Ann Fenlon 
lauri.ann.fenlon@gmail.com  
Parish Education Committee 
Maili Wong 
pec@olphbc.ca 
Parish Fundraising Committee 
Sandie Weitz 
sweitz20@gmail.com 
COORDINATORS 
Altar Guild 
Bridget Bird 604-228-9180 
Altar Servers 
Kate Carr 604-730-5640 
Catholic Women’s League 
Meg Knowling 
MKnowling@Outlook.com 
Children’s Liturgy 
Kathy Mok 
communications.olph@rcav.org 
Craft Group 

Doris Rankin 604-224-0876 
Development & Peace 
Deirdre Webster 604-736-0714 
Eucharistic Ministry 
Pamela Brammall 604-228-9206 
Food Bank 
Robyn Sirmul robynsirmul@shaw.ca 
Hospitality Ministry 
Gerry Macken 604-222-1369 
Knights of Columbus 
Peter Dodge 604-649-1111 
Liturgy of the Hours 
Bridget Clark 604-228-8773 
Madonna Group 
Monica Cheung 604-739-8837 
Ministry of the Word 
Roger Poirier 604-224-0426 
Music Ministry  
Catherine Walsh  
catherine.organist@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care 
Mary Thompson 604-263-6008 
PREP 
Elizabeth Towers 604-440-8809 
Project Advance 
Bertilla Watanabe 604-224-4344 
RCIA 
Bertilla Watanabe  
bwatanabe@rcav.org 
Social Justice/St. Vincent de Paul 
Mark Thompson 778-891-6275 
Volunteers Coordinator 
Lara Garcia Carton  
olphchurchvolunteers@gmail.com 
Weddings 
Fr. Babu Mathew 604-224-4344 
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REDEMPTORIST MISSION: IMMIGRANTS 

    November 18, 2018                                                         33nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP PARISH 

The Very Busy Life of an Immigrants’ Rights  
Priest in 2018 

PRAYER FOR PROJECT ADVANCE 2018 
 

O God, the Father of every gift, all that we are and have comes from your hand. In Jesus Christ, your Son, you 

have given us the greatest of all gifts. Fill our hearts with his love so that we may be parish communities of 

faithful, caring people. Grant us the grace to be good stewards who in the name and spirit of Jesus, share our 

gifts of time, talent and treasure for the building up of your Kingdom in our Archdiocese and throughout the 

world. May we see Project Advance as our way to live gratefully and give generously for your honour and 

glory. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

By Fabrice Robinet  
NY Times Nov. 8, 2018 
 

Father Ruskin Piedra, 84, can often be found at the New York City Immigration 
 Court in downtown Manhattan, where the Cuban-American priest defends  
people facing deportation or seeking asylum in the United States. 
 

In 2003, he founded the Juan Neumann Center, a nonprofit that provides  
affordable immigration legal services to the community of Sunset Park,  
Brooklyn. Its headquarters are on the second floor of a building owned by Our Lady of Perpetual Help, a Roman 
Catholic church where Father Piedra, a Redemptorist priest, also delivers Mass every afternoon. 
 

Sunset Park has gone through a demographic transformation over the past 50 years, shifting from a majority 
Irish, Italian and Scandinavian neighborhood to one that is predominantly Hispanic and Chinese. In the process, 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help has made some adjustments. For its priests, this now means daily Masses in English, 
Spanish and Chinese, catering to the needs of its parishioners, many undocumented. Recently Father Piedra, 
who is an accredited representative with the Department of Justice, talked about the evolution of his work 
under the Trump presidency. The following is a condensed version of the conversation. 
 

Q. How has the Trump administration changed your work at the center? 
A. Now 80 percent of our asylum cases are being denied. For instance, back when we started, we had over 20 
Gypsies from Romania asking for asylum. We won all those cases, because they were — and are still — 
persecuted in their home country, on account of their ethnicity. Lately, the same cases have been denied. We 
have to appeal each time. Also, we had started taking domestic violence asylum cases and we were winning. 
But recently, the Department of Justice told immigration judges: “Don’t accept those cases anymore.” 
 

How did the separation of families at the Mexican border affect your work? 
Several unaccompanied minors came to us. But these cases of abandonment have to be handled in family court, 
and our center is only accredited to go to federal court. So we told them exactly where to go and what to ask 
for. Family separation used to happen before this summer, but not to the level of this administration.  
 

There’s been a lot of talk about the caravan of migrants headed from Honduras to the Texas border.  
Could some of them become your clients? 
Definitely, though if they reach the border and see 15,000 U.S. troops, they may decide they have no business 
here. When we heard about the caravan in the news, we had a meeting here to discuss what resources we had. 
We want to be ready for them and we’re not going to deny one single person to tell their story. If it has grounds 
for applying for asylum and we can handle it, we shall do it. 
 

How many deportation cases do you currently have? 
I have 14 hearings scheduled through the end of 2019 and God knows how many more cases that still have to be 
assigned a court date. It never stops, really. We had two attorneys who’d just passed the bar and were helping 
me on those cases. But once they get a hold on things, they always move out and open their own place. So at 
this time, I’m left alone to go to court and do not have the ability to keep up with all the cases. 
We have asylum seekers coming to the center just about every day. Before this administration, we may have 
averaged one or two a week. Courts are so backed up with asylum cases we now have hearings scheduled in 
2021. 
 

How do you have time to just be a priest? Is there time for Mass? 
Every day, in Spanish. I wear this hat from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. And, from 3 to 10 p.m., I wear another hat. 
 

Who are your parishioners? 
When I first came here, there were no Hispanic people working in the rectory’s front office. The day before 
yesterday, I happened to go to the front office. No one spoke English. The huge majority of them are Hispanic, 
and we also have more and more Chinese converts. The few Irish who have stayed in the neighborhood are very 
helpful to the church. 
 

Is it true that your church conducts funeral services “in absentia” for undocumented parishioners who can’t 
return to their countries of origin for funerals of loved ones? 
Yes. Usually, con cuerpo presente (“with the body present”) is when we have the funeral Mass. But here, when 
that’s not possible, we put a bare catafalque with no casket and do a Mass with the family. The deceased 
person’s spirit is certainly there. And that seems to be a great consolation for them. 
 

What are your parishioners’ greatest concerns? 
Many are undocumented. They are afraid for their children. Because if Mom and Dad have to go back to El 
Salvador, with the certainty of facing persecution, if not death, what happens to their three American kids? 
 

How can you help them? 
We beg the judge. If they have kids born here, that’s in their favor. The decision is not just based on the fact 
that you’re here unlawfully, but also that you have three kids depending on you. 
                                     www.nytimes.com 

Fr Piedra by Ryan C. Jones 

mailto:jrkindergarten@olpbc.ca
mailto:pec@olphbc.ca
mailto:MKnowling@Outlook.com
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/new-york-city-immigration-court
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/new-york-city-immigration-court
https://olphbkny.org/juan-neumann-center
https://olphbkny.org/
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/942306/download
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/11/us/politics/sessions-domestic-violence-asylum.html?module=inline
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/20/nyregion/children-separated-border-new-york.html?action=click&module=RelatedCoverage&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.uscis.gov/green-card/sij
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/26/world/americas/what-is-migrant-caravan-facts-history.html


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 

Stewardship Reflection 

“And then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.” – Mark 13:26 
 
We will all have that day when we are standing before God and our life is played out like a movie. When this 
happens and God asks each of us, “What have you done with the gifts that I have given you?” how will you 
respond?                

                                                                                                                         Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  

ADVENT PREPARATIONS NEWS & NOTICES 

 
 
 
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our annual OLPH Christmas Fair is on 
Sat, Nov 24, 11am-3pm. Come and pick 
up a gift or two from our wonderful 
selection of crafts, home-made 
goodies, treasures and books.  The 
Tea Room will offer delectable 
sandwiches and sweets. Look out for 
Santa and the Knights of Columbus 
Parish Raffle Draw happening at 2pm 
at the Fair. All are welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us for beautiful music and 
Christmas meditations on Sat Dec 1 at 
7pm followed by the light-up of the 
Grotto. Hot chocolate and Christmas 
cookies for all. Concert admission by 
donation. Proceeds go to Icon of Love 
Scholarship Fund for music lessons 
for students. 
 
 
Come and join us for a beautiful  
Advent Retreat with Christmas 
meditations based on the works of St 
Alphonsus to prepare your heart and 
mind for the coming of the Christ 
child. This Retreat is being organized 
by the Redemptorist Associates of 
our parish. Sat Dec 8. Feel free to join 
us for Mass at 9am. Coffee: 9:30am in 
the hall. Retreat 10am-12pm. 
Admission  is free. 
 
 

Weekly Collection: Sunday Mass Offering Nov 10 & 11: $6,703.80. Offering for the Needy: $1,278.85. Home 
Missions $30. CSsR Pension: $5. Thank you for your faith-filled generosity. 
 

Project Advance Report: On Nov 4 pledges including recurring donations up to 31 Dec this year were at 
$75,193 with participation from 137 donors. We have exceeded our archdiocesan goal of $52,000. All funds 
raised now will be rebated to the parish. Our total goal is $104,000 which will go toward the parish 
infrastructure renewal. Thank you for your prayerful support. 
 

PEC Meeting: The next meeting will be on Tuesday Nov 20 in the Madonna Room. Please note, the start time 
is 6:30pm for this week. 
 

Food Bank: The Food Bank collection this weekend will go to Sacred Heart Parish. A big thank you in 
anticipation of your generous support. 
 

Prep Mass: PREP students will be collecting candy at all Masses on Nov 24 and 25. Candy collections will be 
donated to the Door Is Open and Missionaries of Charity. Thank you for your support. 
 

Christmas Fair Donations: We would appreciate your donations for our annual Christmas Fair on Saturday 
November 24. We are looking for raffle prizes, items for the Treasure Trove, handicrafts and baked goods to 
sell.  We also will need donations of sweets and sandwiches for the tea room as well as volunteers to serve 
and help in the kitchen. Sign up sheets for anyone interested in helping are at the door of the Church. Please 
contact Meg Knowling about donations or if you need more info: MKnowling@Outlook.com. 
 

Marian Meditations:  Our 12-week series of Marian Meditations dedicated to Our Lady of Perpetual Help end 
on Nov 29. This is a beautiful way to invoke the help of Our Blessed Mother for the spiritual and temporal 
needs of your family and friends for the coming year. Petitions written will be offered up at the evening Mass 
and Novena Devotions. Join us Thursdays 2:30pm-3pm. 
 

Date Night: Love in Marriage: Take some time together before the busy season of Christmas. Join us for 
dinner and an evening of celebrating the Joy of Love in Marriage. Come hear the inspiring messages from the 
2018 World Meeting of Families. Tuesday, Dec. 6, at 6 p.m. at John Paul II Pastoral Centre, Vancouver. To 
register, visit https://rcav.org/event/date-night-love-in-marriage 
 

Advent Retreat – Joseph’s Dreams: Place of Encounter: This morning retreat invites us to explore Joseph’s 
dreams as a place of encounter with God and as a way to discern God’s will for us. The morning will include 
presenter inputs using scripture, art, and music; quiet time for personal prayer; and small group faith sharing. 
Join us on Saturday, Dec. 8, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at St. Mark's College, Vancouver. Coffee and lunch included in 
registration fees. Cost: $40 or $30 before Dec. 1. Students $20. https://rcav.org/event/advent-retreat-josephs-
dreams 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Advent Concert & Light-Up 

12-DAY ITINERARY 

Day 01: May 02 2019 - Canada to Rome 

/ Naples   

Day 02 May 03 - Arrive in Rome – 

Marianella – Naples 

Day 03: May 04 - Pompeii – Amalfi 

Coast 

Day 04: May 05 - Excursion to Scala 

Day 05: May 06 - Sites of St. 

Alphonsus and St. Gerard Majella 

Day 06: May 07 - Amalfi – 

Montecassino – Rome 

Day 7: May 08 - Papal Audience – Holy 

Doors of Rome – Relics of Jerusalem 

Day 8: May 09 - Rome (Vatican) 

Day 9: May 10 - Assisi – Sites of St. 

Francis and St. Clare 

DAY 10: May 11 - Pisa – Padua 

DAY 11: May 12 – Venice – St. Mark’s 

Square - Murano Glass Factory 

DAY 12: May 13 – Goodbye Italy 
 

Redemptorist 
Pilgrimage: May 2-14 

 
As part of our 150th Jubilee Icon of 
Love celebrations, the 
Redemptorists all over the world 
have organized several pilgrimages 
to visit the actual icon of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, places where St 
Alphonsus and St Gerard Majella 
lived and prayed as well as other  
places of interest in Italy.  
 
The cost of the trip is $4800. The 
early bird rate is $4600. A deposit 
of $500 must be made before Nov 
30 for the early bird rate. Full 
payment is due by Jan 30, 2019. 
Arrangements can be made for 
pre-authorized payments as well. 
For more information about the 
pilgrimage, please contact Brian or 
Deon royaleorchid@shaw.ca or call 
Brian 778-999-4599 / 778-866-8118.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 

OLPH Christmas Fair 

An Open Letter to My OLPH Family 
I am writing to thank you for being there for me and my children during the tragic, shocking and 
frightening times, beginning with my husband’s fatal accident and continuing for me, as the harsh reality of 
becoming the family’s sole provider set in. 
 

Through it all you have been for us the light at the end of a very dark tunnel---- the light of love. You have 
sustained us, not just in practical ways with your generous financial support, but in ways you probably 
could never have imagined. 
 

Your prayers and compassionate support have given me the incentive and the courage to draw on my God-
given capabilities and the production experience passed on from my father, and to take the initial step 
toward becoming financially self-sufficient. 
 

I have developed and begun my own on-line business venture, Anscel Designs, creating high-quality leather 
bags, at this point in time, for women. But this is just the beginning! I hope you will follow me online 
at anscel.com and watch me grow. 
I pray that God will bless and protect you, as He has surely blessed us with your presence in our lives. 
                                                                                                                                                                                 
         Sincerely, Cecilia Hong 

 

Getting Things Ready for the Parish Christmas Fair and Craft Sale 

Advent Retreat 

 

Our Christmas Fair is next 
Saturday.  It is great that 
everyone is volunteering 
time and giving some 
lovely donations. The 
Treasure Trove already has 
a  great selection of fun 
items. We would love to 
have a few more good 
quality finds. So rummage 
through the attic and see if 
you can bring out a few 
hidden treasures. 
 
We are still looking for 
more helpers in the kitchen 
for food prep and Tea 
Room  service and clean-up. 
If you’re signing up at the 
Church, please make sure 
your contact info is legible 
as we will be calling you. 
See you at the Fair! 
 

  

The Craft Group are all set for the Christmas Fair next Sat. 

 

Preparing for Advent 
By Kresha Faber 
 
It's not yet half-way through November, and yet Advent, the season of preparing  
for the coming of Christ and of celebrating His birth, is just over two weeks away. 
 
Each year, I feel like Advent arrives suddenly and I'm ill-prepared to deal with the onslaught of 
projects, parties, and decorating, let alone the meaningful times of teaching our children and 
reflecting on the birth of Christ, that tend to come in full flurry at this time of year. 
 
This year, however, both because our newest baby is due within the month and because I 
desperately want to organize this busy season so we can celebrate it fully and joyfully without a 
sense of chaos, I am making a plan for Advent. 
 
Since I know I'm not alone in this, I've put together a few tips for preparing for the season. Here 
are six things to consider to keep the season joyful this year. 
 
Prepare Your Advent Calendar 
If you have children, now is the time to pull the annual Advent calendar out of storage, plan your 
daily family activities, or gather your Jesse Tree supplies.  
 
Teaching our children that the Christmas season exists for a vastly different reason than all the 
commercial glitz and glamour is at the heart of Advent, and teaching children how the entire 
Biblical narrative points to Christ is one of the most central, joyful tasks we have this season. 
 
And whether you're Catholic or not, make special time together as a family in the midst of all the 
hustle and bustle. That intentional time together is a vital part of nurturing your family. 
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