
 

    

MASSES & SERVICES  
Saturday: 5pm  
(Anticipated Mass) 
Sunday: 9am, 11am & 5pm  
Monday – Wednesday 8am 
Thursday Mass/Novena:  
8am & 7pm  
Friday, Saturday, Holidays: 9am 
(Fridays in July & August: 8am)  
Children’s Mass: 9am 1st 
Sunday of the month Oct-June 
Children’s Liturgy: 11am  
All Sundays except the 1st 
Sunday from Sept- June 
Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4-4:45pm 
Adoration  
Saturday 9:30-10am  
Library Hours  
Sunday: 10-10:45am, 4:30-5pm 
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Friday: 9am-4pm 
STAFF 
Pastor  
Babu Mathew, CSsR  
Associate Pastor  
Joseph Horo, CSsR 
In Residence 
William Comerford, CSsR 
 

Office Manager  
Virginia Fong  
Pastoral Coordinator  
Bertilla Watanabe  
Bookkeeper  
Corinna Siy 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Theresa Barao 
 OLPH School Principal 

Lora Clarke 
Jr. Kindergarten Director 
Maria Cortese 
 

CONTACT 
Email: parish.olph@rcav.org  
Website: www.olphchurch.ca  
Parish Office: 604-224-4344  
OLPH School: 604-228-8811  
Jr. Kindergarten: 
jrkindergarten@olpbc.ca  
 
 
OLPH Church, 2465 Crown 
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Speak Once More of a Father Who Owns the World 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

By the time you read this message, I will already have left for my birthplace, Kerala. I mentioned at Mass last 
week, I will miss you but not the weather.  Having said that, as I look out the window while packing my bags,  
it is hard not to wonder at the incredible beauty that has descended upon us with our first snowfall of the 
season. There are many beautiful sights to be enjoyed in Kerala but not one like this. It takes a ‘snow event,’  
it seems, for us to pause and admire the wonders of God’s creation.   
 
Perhaps Pope Francis encyclical Laudato Si says it best when he writes:   
“A spirituality which forgets God as all-powerful and Creator is not acceptable. That is how we end up worshipping 
earthly powers, or ourselves usurping the place of God, even to the point of claiming an unlimited right to trample 
his creation underfoot. The best way to restore men and women to their rightful place, putting an end to their claim 
to absolute dominion over the earth, is to speak once more of the figure of a Father who creates and who alone 
owns the world. Otherwise, human beings will always try to impose their own laws and interests on reality.”  
 (Para 75). 
 
“In the Judeo-Christian tradition, the word ‘creation’ has a broader meaning than ‘nature’, for it has to do with 
God’s loving plan in which every creature has its own value and significance. Nature is usually seen as a system which 
can be studied, understood and controlled, whereas creation can only be understood as a gift from the 
outstretched hand of the Father of all, and as a reality illuminated by the love which calls us together into universal 
communion.” (Para 76). 
 

May our Blessed Mother lead us to respond with praise and gratitude for the loving gifts our Father extends to 
each of us, individually and in communion with one another.  See you when I return! 
   
          Yours in Christ, 
                           Fr. Babu Mathew, CSsR 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Parish Council 
Donna Trasolini 
trasolini@telus.net 
Finance Council 
Lauri Ann Fenlon 
lauri.ann.fenlon@gmail.com  
Parish Education Committee 
Maili Wong 
pec@olphbc.ca 
Parish Fundraising Committee 
Sandie Weitz 
sweitz20@gmail.com 
COORDINATORS 
Altar Guild 
Bridget Bird 604-228-9180 
Altar Servers 
Kate Carr 604-730-5640 
Catholic Women’s League 
Meg Knowling 
MKnowling@Outlook.com 
Children’s Liturgy 
Kathy Mok 
communications.olph@rcav.org 
Craft Group 

Elizabeth Hii   e1kmhii@gmail.com 
Development & Peace 
Deirdre Webster 604-736-0714 
Eucharistic Ministry 
Pamela Brammall 604-228-9206 
Food Bank 
Robyn Sirmul robynsirmul@shaw.ca 
Hospitality Ministry 
Gerry Macken 604-222-1369 
Knights of Columbus 
Peter Dodge 604-649-1111 
Liturgy of the Hours 
Bridget Clark 604-228-8773 
Madonna Group 
Monica Cheung 604-739-8837 
Ministry of the Word 
Roger Poirier 604-224-0426 
Music Ministry  
Catherine Walsh  
catherine.organist@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care 
Mary Thompson 604-263-6008 
PREP 
Elizabeth Towers 604-440-8809 
Project Advance 
Bertilla Watanabe 604-224-4344 
RCIA 
Bertilla Watanabe  
bwatanabe@rcav.org 
Social Justice/St. Vincent de Paul 
Mark Thompson 778-891-6275 
Volunteers Coordinator 
Lara Garcia Carton  
olphchurchvolunteers@gmail.com 
Weddings 
Fr. Babu Mathew 604-224-4344 
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FEAST OF THE CHAIR OF ST. PETER: Feb 22 

    February 17, 2019                                                   6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP PARISH 

Jimmy Akin 
 
This Friday is the Feast of the Chair of St Peter. Yes, there is a  
physical object known as "the Chair of St. Peter." It is housed 
at the Vatican at the back of St. Peter's basilica. The Chair of 
St Peter, represented in the apse of the Vatican Basilica is a  
monumental sculpture by Bernini. It is a symbol of the special  
mission of Peter and his successors to tend Christ’s flock,  
keeping it united in faith and in charity. 
  
1. What is the Chair of Peter? 
On the one hand, there is a physical object--an ancient, ornamented chair--located in the apse of St. Peter's Basilica. 
On the other hand, there is the spiritual authority that this chair represents. Here we will look at both the physical object and 
the spiritual reality it represents. 
  
2. What is the physical Chair of St. Peter? 
This object--known as the Cathedra Petri (Latin, "Chair of Peter")--is located in the apse of St. Peter's Basilica. It is in the back 
of the chamber, behind the famous altar, on the far, back wall, below the well-known, stained glass image depicting the Holy 
Spirit as a dove. This display contains an ancient chair that has been repaired and ornamented over time. According to 
the examination then made by Padre Garucci and Giovanni Battista de Rossi, the oldest portion is a perfectly plain oaken arm-
chair with four legs connected by cross-bars. The wood is much worm-eaten, and pieces have been cut from various spots at 
different times, evidently for relics. To the right and left of the seat four strong iron rings, intended for carrying-poles, are set 
into the legs. 
 
3. How has the chair changed over time? 
Various modifications have been made to the chair, to repair and ornament it. Most notably, the famous Italian artist/architect 
Bernini (1598-1680) created the current display (pictured at the top of this post). The Catholic Encyclopedia notes: During the 
Middle Ages it was customary to exhibit [the chair] yearly to the faithful; the newly-elected pope was also solemnly 
enthroned on this venerable chair. In order to preserve for posterity this precious relic, Alexander VII (1655-67) enclosed, after 
the designs of Bernini, the Cathedra Petri above the apsidal altar of St. Peter's in a gigantic casing of bronze, supported by 
four Doctors of the Church (Ambrose, Augustine, Athanasius, Chrysostom). 
 
4. What is the spiritual significance of the feast the Church celebrates today? 
According to Pope Benedict: This is a very ancient tradition, proven to have existed in Rome since the fourth century. On it we 
give thanks to God for the mission he entrusted to the Apostle Peter and his Successors. "Cathedra" literally means the 
established seat of the Bishop, placed in the mother church of a diocese which for this reason is known as a "cathedral"; it is 
the symbol of the Bishop's authority and in particular, of his "magisterium", that is, the evangelical teaching which, as a 
successor of the Apostles, he is called to safeguard and to transmit to the Christian Community. The See of Rome, after St 
Peter's travels, thus came to be recognized as the See of the Successor of Peter, and its Bishop's "cathedra" represented the 
mission entrusted to him by Christ to tend his entire flock.  Celebrating the "Chair" of Peter, therefore, as we are doing this 
coming Friday means attributing a strong spiritual significance to it and recognizing it as a privileged sign of the love of God, 
the eternal Good Shepherd, who wanted to gather his whole Church and lead her on the path of salvation.  
 
5. What do the Scripture readings of the day teach us? 
The first reading for the day is 1 Peter 5:1–4, which reads: So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of 
the sufferings of Christ as well as a partaker in the glory that is to be revealed. Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not 
by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly, not as domineering over those in your charge but being 
examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd is manifested you will obtain the unfading crown of glory. This reading 
introduces the idea of the leaders of God's people as spiritual shepherds, focusing on Christ as the Chief Shepherd. Although 
Peter is below Christ as his under-shepherd (John 21:15-17), he does not direct attention to himself. Instead, he extends the 
office of shepherd to the leaders in his audience, revealing to them the way that they are to serve the portions of Christ's 
flock entrusted to their care--not by lording it over them ("domineering over those in your charge") but by serving in a truly 
spiritual manner ("being examples to the flock"). The first reading thus serves as instruction in the first place for those who 
are ordained ministers in Christ's Church but--in an extended way--it serves as instruction for all of us, for we all influence 
others and should set the same example.  
 
The responsorial Psalm is taken from Psalm 23:1-6. It also echoes the theme of shepherding. In this case the Lord is identified 
for the individual believer as "my shepherd," with the result that "I shall not want" (that is, I shall not lack anything). The 
whole Psalm thus is taken up into the theme of the day, focusing on the relationship between God as the ultimate shepherd 
of our souls and we as the individual members of his flock. 
 
 6. Does the pope have to sit in the physical Chair of Peter to be infallible? 
No. Although the pope's infallible pronouncements are called ex cathedra (Latin, "from the chair") statements, he does not 
have to be sitting in the physical chair (which is rather high off the ground in any case). In fact, he doesn't have to be seated at 
all. He simply has to use the fullness of his authority as the successor of Peter to definitively teach a particular matter 
pertaining to faith or morals. This use of the full extent of his teaching authority is referred to figuratively, as him speaking 
"from the chair" of St. Peter. It's a figurative expression, not a reference to the physical object. 
 
                      www.ncregister.com                                                                      

6 Facts About the Chair of St. Peter 
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CALENDAR 

Stewardship Reflection 

“Blessed are you when people hate you,…exclude and insult you, and denounce your name…on account of the 
Son of Man.” (Luke 6:22) 
 
All of us have been in situations when someone has made a negative comment or joke about God or our 
Catholic faith. How did you respond? Did you stay silent or pretend to go along with the crowd because you 
didn’t want to cause waves and then, later, you felt bad? Know that God is with you all the time, the Holy Spirit 
will put the right words in your mouth. Pray for the strength and courage to proclaim our faith to others, 
especially during uncomfortable situations. 
           

                                                                                                                                    Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  

PRIORITIES AND GOALS NEWS & NOTICES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 8 
On Fridays of Lent after the Stations 
of the Cross, we will be screening 
Bishop Robert Barron’s Conversion: 
Following the Call of Christ. Stations of 
the Cross start at 7pm. The 20 min 
video screening will follow soon after. 
 
 
 
March 11-14 
Father Lucien Larre is our Lenten 
Retreat guest speaker this year. Fr 
Larre has many roles in his life. 
Besides being a priest he also worked 
in psychology and education focusing 
on helping children. The underlying 
theme for his work is how to be 
missionaries of love. He spreads this 
message in missions, retreats and  
talks to parishes all over the world. 
 

Sat evening Sun. Masses: March 9/10 
Introductory Mission Sermon 
The Most Important Decision in Life  
 

Mon. March 11 
Rosary 6pm, Mass: 6:30 pm, Mission 
Talk: 7 pm. 
Clinging to Faith in a Godless Society 
 

Tues. March 12 
Rosary 6pm, Mass:6:30 pm, Mission 
Talk: 7 pm.  
Maintaining Hope in Hopeless 
Situations 
 

 Wed. March 13  
Rosary 6pm, Mass 6:30 pm, Mission 
Talk: 7 pm. 
(First Class relic of St John Bosco, saint 
for children and adolescents will be 
available for veneration.)  
Building a Loving Home in a Selfish 
Society  
 

Thurs. March 14 
Rosary 6pm, Mass: 6:30 pm, Mission 
Talk: 7 pm.  
(First Class relic of St Maria Goretti, will 
be available for veneration.)  
Bringing Love to a Violent, Hateful 
Society 
 
 
 

Weekly Collection: Sunday Mass Offering Feb 9 & 10: $6,000.11. Catholic Press & BC Catholic: $155.00. Offering 
for the Needy: $1,232.00. Initial Offering $70.00. Thank you for your faith-filled generosity. 
 
Family Mass Helpers: The next Family Mass is on Sunday March 3. If you would like to volunteer to help with 
this Mass, please email Agata at kroondyk@aquinas.org or Heather (hleachsage@gmail.com) for coffee/food 
and hospitality, or Melina (melinaivanovic@gmail.com) for choir. 
 
CWL Membership Drive: The CWL at OLPH will be completing it’s 2019 Membership Drive this weekend Feb 16-
17. Join us or renew your membership for $30 before or after all masses. There will be a general meeting on the 
following Wednesday, February 20 at 7:30pm in the Madonna Room. Social after. 
 
Knights of Columbus Meeting: The OLPH Knights of Columbus – Council 3821 will be having a general meeting 
Wednesday, February 20 at 7:30pm in the Church Hall.  All are welcome! 
 
Ushers Gathering & Invitation to Become An Usher: The Ushers will be gathering on Tuesday Feb 26 at 7pm in 
the Church. If you’re a friendly outgoing sort of person, please consider joining this ministry. It is a wonderful 
way to serve the parish. Please fill out the sign-up sheet at the church entrance. Applicants should be at least 16 
years old. 
 
Choir Members for 11am and 5pm Mass: The OLPH choir is seeking new members: we especially need singers 
who can commit to the Sunday 11am mass and Monday evening rehearsals (7-8pm). Please contact Music 
Director Catherine Walsh for more information: catherine.organist@gmail.com. If you are interested in helping 
out at the Sunday 5pm Youth Mass, please contact Theresa Barao: olphyouth@gmail.com. 
 
No GST Offer at Gardens of Gethsemani: Set aside your sacred burial space. No GST offer on traditional in-
ground burial plots only. Limited time offer available until Feb. 28. 2019. Book an appointment with our Family 
Service Advisors at 604-531-2141. Cannot be combined with other offers. Promotion offered by Catholic 
Cemeteries.   
 
Wanted: Used Car for Redemptoris Mater:  The Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary Redemptoris Mater is in 
need of a used car. If you know of someone who would be willing to donate a used car, please have them 
contact Fr. Gilbert Nunez at gnunez@rcav.org or call the seminary at 604-709-8509. 
 
The Art of Keeping Kids Catholic: Join us for an evening presentation and mini workshop to help equip us with 
the skills for engaging and keeping children in the faith. The speaker is Dolores Madaisky, with a M.A. Family 
Studies and B.A. in Psychology. She is a mother of five children who is passionate about working with parents 
to develop communication skills. She has run workshops for schools, parishes and the Archdiocese. Thursday 
February 28, 2019, 7pm - 9pm at St. Augustine's Parish Hall. 
 

Living More Harmoniously: Adjust your ways of functioning so as to lead your life well. Discover how you 
function best, identify your dysfunctions, and learn how to make adjustments for a more harmonious life. 
Dates: Feb 23-24 and Mar 2-3. To register or for more info. contact Leah Bittante at 604-613-0023 or visit 
https://rcav.org/event/living-more-harmoniously-2 
 

The Catholic Faith - in Plain English: Learn the teachings and practices of the Catholic faith in this robust course, 
suitable for all adult learners including Catholics and non-Catholics. It will be especially useful for anyone who 
teaches religious education (PREP, RCIA, Catholic schools), those in lay ministry (youth ministry, young adult 
ministry, prayer group leaders), and anyone seeking deeper answers to their questions. You can attend all 
sessions or drop in for specific topics as you please; there is no cost or pre-registration required. This course is 
taught by Fr. Vincent Hawkswell (retired pastor and B.C. Catholic editor) and Maureen Creelman (retired high 
school math and physics teacher). This course now runs every Sunday until June 2 (2pm – 4pm at the John Paul 
II Pastoral Centre), repeated Monday until June 3 (11am – 1pm at St. Anthony’s Parish in West Vancouver and 
7pm – 9pm at the John Paul II Pastoral Centre). For more info and the list of topics and dates, visit 
https://rcav.org/adult-catechesis-course/. 
 

Lenten Mission 

Redemptorist 
Pilgrimage: May 2-14 
 
As part of our 150th Jubilee Icon of 
Love celebrations, the 
Redemptorists all over the world 
have organized several pilgrimages 
to visit the actual icon of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, places where St 
Alphonsus and St Gerard Majella 
lived and prayed as well as other 
places of interest in Italy.  
 
The cost of the trip is $4800. Full 
payment is due by Feb 27, 2019. 
Arrangements can be made for pre-
authorized payments as well. For 
more information about the 
pilgrimage, please contact Brian or 
Deon royaleorchid@shaw.ca or call 
Brian 778-999-4599 / 778-866-8118.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MARCH  

Lenten Study 

Archdiocese’s Priorities and Goals: Are you on board? 
 

Sunday is the time when we come together: at Mass, in the parish, in shared 
activities. Improving our shared experience of Sunday will inspire deeper faith and 
a greater sense of community. 

▪ Celebrate like we mean it 

▪ Welcome like we mean it 
 

12-DAY ITINERARY 

Day 01: May 02 2019 - Canada to 

Rome / Naples   

Day 02 May 03 - Arrive in Rome – 

Marianella – Naples 

Day 03: May 04 - Pompeii – Amalfi 

Coast 

Day 04: May 05 - Excursion to 

Scala 

Day 05: May 06 - Sites of St. 

Alphonsus and St. Gerard Majella 

Day 06: May 07 - Amalfi – 

Montecassiono – Rome 

Day 7: May 08 - Papal Audience – 

Holy Doors of Rome – Relics of 

Jerusalem 

Day 8: May 09 - Rome (Vatican) 

Day 9: May 10 - Assisi – Sites of St. 

Francis and St. Clare 

DAY 10: May 11 - Pisa – Padua 

DAY 11: May 12 – Venice – St. 

Mark’s Square -  Murano Glass 

Factory 

DAY 12: May 13 – Goodbye Italy 
 

 

Our goal as Christians is to continuously grow closer to Jesus.  Some of us are 
looking for ways to encounter Him in a personal way. Some of us are looking for 
deeper discipleship. 

▪ Foster personal encounters 
▪ Promote discipleship paths 

 The world makes non-stop demands. Our culture works against Christian family 
life. In the spirit of Pope Francis’ Amoris Laetitia,  we will invest in strengthening 
marriages and families. This will benefit families, parishes and the wider culture. 

▪ Provide support for parents seeking to acquire additional parenting skills 
▪ Connect people in need with support services that address their 

challenges 
 Parishes thrive and experience renewal when pastors are enabled to 

delegate spiritual and administrative leadership roles to a talented and 
evangelized team of parishioners. 

▪ Parishes are called to be dynamic communities of missionary disciples. 
▪ Every parish will be offered services in management, development and 

human resource functions 

Archbishop Miller will be visiting our parish March 14-17 to talk to 
coordinators, ministry members and parishioners in his report of all 
77 parishes of this diocese. Ministry members and coordinators, 
please note the times and dates of the schedule sent to you.  
 
Two years ago, the Archdiocese of Vancouver issued its 
Evangelization Mission for our diocese. The summary of it was to  

 

 

focus our diocese’s pastoral efforts and mission to intentionally help people experience God’s 
merciful love. Archbishop Miller has invited everyone to play a role in their implementation. 
“Each of you is crucial to this endeavour, by lending a hand and offering advice on how we can 
all work together.” 

In this film and study program, Bishop Robert Barron illuminates six biblical stories of conversion, 
demonstrating how six ordinary people, just like you, were met by Jesus where they were and 
called to a better life through him. 
 
The common theme in each story is the turning of all one's attention and energy toward an ever 
deeper, personal relationship with Jesus Christ. In his characteristically energetic style, Bishop 
Barron explains how conversion is not so much a one-time event, but a life-long process. "Jesus 
Christ calls us in thousands of different ways to follow Him, as we strive on the path for spiritual 
excellence," explains Bishop Barron. 
 

Bishop Barron Series: The Journey of Conversion 
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