
 

 

 

  

MASSES & SERVICES  
Saturday: 5pm  
(Anticipated Mass) 
Sunday: 9am, 11am & 5pm  
Monday – Wednesday 8am 
Thursday Mass/Novena:  
8am & 7pm  
Friday, Saturday, Holidays: 9am 
(Fridays in July & August: 8am)  
Children’s Mass: 9am 1st 
Sunday of the month Oct-June 
Children’s Liturgy: 11am  
All Sundays except the 1st 
Sunday from Sept- June 
Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4-4:45pm 
Adoration  
Saturday 9:30-10am  
Library Hours  
Sunday: 10-10:45am, 4:30-5pm 
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Friday: 9am-4pm 
STAFF 
Pastor  
Babu Mathew, CSsR  
Associate Pastor  
Joseph Horo, CSsR 
In Residence 
William Comerford, CSsR 
 

Office Manager  
Virginia Fong  
Pastoral Coordinator  
Bertilla Watanabe  
Bookkeeper  
Corinna Siy 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Theresa Barao 
 OLPH School Principal 

Lora Clarke 
Jr. Kindergarten Director 
Maria Cortese 
 

CONTACT 
Email: parish.olph@rcav.org  
Website: www.olphchurch.ca  
Parish Office: 604-224-4344  
OLPH School: 604-228-8811  
Jr. Kindergarten: 
jrkindergarten@olpbc.ca  
 
OLPH Church, 2465 Crown 
Street, Vancouver BC V6R3V9 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever. - Psalm 118 
 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Parish Council 
Donna Trasolini 
trasolini@telus.net 
Finance Council 
Lauri Ann Fenlon 
lauri.ann.fenlon@gmail.com  
Parish Education Committee 
Maili Wong 
pec@olphbc.ca 
Parish Fundraising Committee 
Sandie Weitz 
sweitz20@gmail.com 
COORDINATORS 
Altar Guild 
Bridget Bird 604-228-9180 
Altar Servers 
Kate Carr 604-730-5640 
Catholic Women’s League 
Meg Knowling 
MKnowling@Outlook.com 
Children’s Liturgy 
Kathy Mok 
communications.olph@rcav.org 
Craft Group 

Elizabeth Hii   e1kmhii@gmail.com 
Development & Peace 
Deirdre Webster 604-736-0714 
Eucharistic Ministry 
Pamela Brammall 604-228-9206 
Food Bank 
Robyn Sirmul 
robynsirmul@shaw.ca 
Hospitality Ministry 
Gerry Macken 604-222-1369 
Knights of Columbus 
Peter Dodge 604-649-1111 
Liturgy of the Hours 
Bridget Clark 604-228-8773 
Madonna Group 
Monica Cheung 604-739-8837 
Ministry of the Word 
Roger Poirier 604-224-0426 
Music Ministry  
Catherine Walsh  
catherine.organist@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care 
Mary Thompson 604-263-6008 
PREP 
Elizabeth Towers 604-440-8809 
Project Advance 
Bertilla Watanabe 604-224-4344 
RCIA 
Bertilla Watanabe  
bwatanabe@rcav.org 
Social Justice/St. Vincent de Paul 
Mark Thompson 778-891-6275 
Volunteers Coordinator 
Lara Garcia Carton  
olphchurchvolunteers@gmail.com 
Weddings 
Fr. Babu Mathew 604-224-4344 
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POPE’S EASTER MESSAGE 

    April 28, 2019                                                                                 2nd Sunday of Easter 

 OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP PARISH 

By Elise Harris, Easter Sunday 
 

ROME - Pope Francis on Easter Sunday offered prayers for the hundreds killed and injured in a series of bombings in Sri 
Lanka earlier this morning, calling the attacks an act of “cruel violence”  
 
“I was informed with sadness of the news of the serious attacks which, precisely today, on Easter day, have brought pain 
and mourning in some churches and other meeting places in Sri Lanka,” the pope said April 21, Easter day. 
He expressed his “affectionate closeness” to the Christian community in Sri Lanka, which was “hit while gathered in 
prayer,” and to all victims “of this cruel violence.” 
 
“I entrust to the Lord those who are tragically deceased, and I pray for the wounded and all those who suffer due to this 
dramatic event,” he said, and asked for a moment of silent prayer. Early Easter morning a total of three churches and three 
hotels were simultaneously bombed in Sri Lanka, so far leaving at least the 138 dead and more than 500 wounded, though 
the numbers are expected to go up. Two of the churches hit by what are believed to be suicide bombers were St. 
Anthony’s Shrine in Colombo and St. Sebastian’s Church in Negombo, a Catholic majority town north of Colombo. The 
churches and hotels are in popular tourist areas. 
 
In his traditional Urbi et Orbi address, a blessing which goes out “to the city (of Rome) and to the world” and which is given 
on Christmas and Easter, Francis said Jesus is alive and close to those in need, and he offered special prayers for all those 
suffering due to conflict and violence, urging Catholics not to be “cold and indifferent” to their plight. 
 
Prior to giving the traditional Urbi et Orbi blessing, Francis celebrated Easter Mass in St. Peter’s Square. Keeping with past 
custom, Francis skipped his homily during Mass and instead led pilgrims in a moment of silent prayer and reflection on the 
day’s scripture readings. 
 
Echoing the opening words of his recent post-synodal apostolic exhortation, Christus Vivit, Francis in his Urbi et 
Orbi address told the thousands of pilgrims gathered in St. Peter’s Square that “Christ is alive! He is our hope…Everything 
he touches becomes young, new, full of life.” 
 
“Christ is alive and he wants you to be alive! He is in you, he is with you and he never abandons you,” he said, and, 
addressing every person throughout the world, said Easter is an invitation for “true renewal,” which always begins “from 
the heart, from the conscience.” 
 
He then prayed specifically for victims of violence and conflict throughout the world, from the Middle East to Africa, from 
South America and Ukraine. In his resurrection, Jesus “shows us the light of his face, and he does not abandon all those 
experiencing hardship, pain and sorrow,” he said, and offered prayers that victims of Syria’s ongoing bloody civil war 
would find hope in Christ, and that the world would not grow “resigned and indifferent” to the conflict. 
 
Pope Francis called for a “renewed commitment” to a political solution ensuring peace and freedom, an adequate 
response to the growing humanitarian crisis, and a secure path for the homeless and displaced to return home. 
Praying for the entire Middle East, particularly Yemen, Israel and Palestine, he prayed for political leaders and asked that 
Christians in the region have the ability to “patiently persevere in their witness to the Risen Lord and to the victory of life 
over death.” 
 
Turning to Africa, the pope offered prayers for Libya, “where defenseless people are once more dying in recent weeks and 
many families have been forced to abandon their homes.” 
 
“May the Living Christ grant his peace to the entire beloved African continent, still rife with social tensions, conflicts and at 
times violent forms of extremism that leave in their wake insecurity, destruction and death,” he said, naming Burkina Faso, 
Mali, Niger, Nigeria and Cameroon specifically. 
 
Praying for all those on the peripheries, the pope also asked that Christ would inspire the faithful to open their hearts to 
the poor, vulnerable, unemployed, marginalized, and “all those who knock at our door in search of bread, refuge, and the 
recognition of their dignity.” Closing his address, Pope Francis said Christ is living and is the “hope and new life for each of 
us and the entire world. May we let ourselves be renewed by him. Happy Easter!” 
                                         www. cruxnow.com 
 
 

                       

Pope Francis Offers Prayers for Sri Lanka Church Bombings 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Our Easter celebrations last week were indeed beautiful, breathtaking experiences for us all. The 
commemoration of the Last Supper followed by adoration on Holy Thursday, the solemn unveiling of the cross 
and veneration on Good Friday and the blessing of fire and water are dramatic moments in the witness of our 
faith.  
 

The initiation of new Catholics is another major highlight of Easter Vigil.  We baptized 24 adults into the 
sacraments, and in addition confirmed and shared Eucharist with five more people. On the following day we 
baptized 17 children at the 9am and 5 at the 11am Masses. That is probably a record for our parish over any 
single weekend! 
 

Just like Thomas the apostle who did not believe right away, it really is a joy to see brothers and sisters who 
began with doubts, questions and a vague sense of seeking, develop their spiritual lives. Like the fire in the 
cauldron which lit the new fire, little sparks had to be fanned by friends and the fellow believers so that it grew 
into a desire to take that step of commitment. They are now part of our parish family and will journey with the 
rest of us as we grow into a deeper understanding and love of God. 
 

Please remember, dear friends, that prayer, weekly attendance at Sunday mass and faith-inspired books and 
articles are all essential in order to keep maturing in the Faith.  Let us ask our Blessed Mother to be our 
constant companion and guide in this journey paved by her son, Jesus.  
 
        Yours in Christ, 
                  Fr. Babu Mathew, CSsR 
 

Small Sparks Fanned Into the Flame of Faith 

mailto:jrkindergarten@olpbc.ca
mailto:pec@olphbc.ca
mailto:MKnowling@Outlook.com


 

 

 
  
  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship Reflection 

“He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.” (Acts 10:38) 
 
On this Easter Sunday, open your hearts to receive God’s love, mercy and forgiveness. God is love and we 
are made in His image and likeness. Let our lives reflect His light to others. Pray for guidance on how to 
live your life and give thanks for all that He has given you. 
                                                                                                                        Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  

EASTER CELEBRATIONS NEWS & NOTICES 

Weekly Collection: Sunday Mass Offering April 20 & 21: $8,207.15. Good Friday/Holy Land: $2,720.95. 
Share Lent: $160. Offering for the Needy: $30. Initial Offering: $20. Catholic Press: $20. Thank you for your 
faith-filled generosity. 
 
Madonna Group Meeting: Madonna Group WILL NOT be meeting on May 1.  The meeting is postponed 
to Wednesday May 15 at Noon in the Church Hall.  Visiting Redemptorist Brother Raymond Pierce, who 
has been telling humorous tales for fifty years, will share his stories with us.  His talk is titled Laughter: A 
Vacation for the Soul.   
 
ENDOW Women's Faith Study: This apostolic letter contains the theological and philosophical 
underpinnings of Saint John Paul the Great's understanding of woman and her vocation. We are invited 
to ponder along with the Holy Father the anthropology of man and woman, God's intention for their 
relationship, woman's vocation to motherhood, and the Church as Bride of Christ. Pope John Paul II 
offers age-old truth with a freshness of thought that explains how "feminine genius" is essential to 
building a civilization of life and love. Takes place on 8 Fridays beginning May 10 and ending June 28 from 
6:30pm to 8:30pm at the John Paul II Pastoral Centre in Vancouver. Open to all women. $50 registration 
fee and study guide. Register before Monday, May 6 by 12pm at secure.rcav.org/endow/ 
 
A Talk about our Blessed Mother: May is the month of Mary. As Catholics we often hear about the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and are expected to know all about her. We can pray the Rosary without 
understanding her role as a disciple; we can admire a painting of her without insight into her place in the 
Old Testament and beyond the New. Come and learn why the Church places such an importance on our 
Blessed Mother with Fr. Ain Leetma. Thursday May 2 at 7pm in St. Francis of Assisi Parish Hall, 
Vancouver. 
 
St. Augustine's CWL Spring Fair: Home baking, jewelry, & small treasures are all for sale as well as many 
raffle draws. Come enjoy a cup of coffee & some goodies. The proceeds from the fair will raise funds to 
support various local charities and Oblate missions in Kenya & Peru, & St. Augustine School. Takes place 
on Sunday May 5 from 10am to 1:15pm at St. Augustine's Parish in Vancouver. 
 
Twilight Mass: Since 2010, we’ve been reaching out to welcome the many Catholic Seekers/Wanderers 
among us who seek meaning, mercy or perhaps a new beginning. Join us once-a-month around God’s 
Word and Table. The music liturgy is guitar-led. It takes place at 8pm on Sunday May 5 at Immaculate 
Conception Church in Vancouver. 
 
Spring Institute 2019: One-day courses for ministry training, faith formation and general interest open to 
all on Saturday April 27, 10am to 4pm at Holy Cross Secondary in Surrey. For complete course listing 
information visit rcav.org/oc-spring. 
 

Who Am I?: Join us for a weekend workshop to help you discover the gifts you bring to parish work; 
improve your relationships in leadership; increase your productivity in parish ministry; and develop your 
unique strengths as a parish leader, coordinator, or catechist. May 4-5, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at John 
Paul II Pastoral Centre, Vancouver. Register here: https://rcav.org/event/who-am-i-9 
 

Marriage Anniversary Mass 2019: Celebrate your Milestone Anniversary with us! This Mother’s Day, 
Archbishop Miller will be honouring couples celebrating their 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 
45th, 50th, 55th & 60th+ years of marriage. Mass will be on Sunday May 12 at 3:30pm at St. Paul Parish, 
Richmond.  Reception to follow in St. Paul Parish Centre. All are welcome to witness and celebrate the 
milestone anniversaries of others! Register today: https://rcav.org/marriage-anniversary 
 

New Evangelization Summit 2019: On Saturday, May 4, the annual NES will be held in Ottawa and 
streamed to 54 host-sites across North America including four parishes in the Archdiocese of Vancouver: 
St. Anthony of Padua in Vancouver, St. Luke’s in Maple Ridge, Star of the Sea in Surrey, and Holy 
Eucharist Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in New Westminster. Cost is free but you must pre-register and 
choose your location at www.newevangelization.ca. 

The PEC Nominating Committee 
 (Maili Wong/Chair, Kate Nemeth/HR 
Subcommittee, Jutta Zeisler/CISVA 
Representative) is calling for 
nominations for two positions to the 
PEC at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
School. 
 

Who can stand for office? 
• Practicing Catholic 
• Approved by the Pastor 
• Must be eligible to vote in the parish 
• Must have reached the age of 21 
• Excluded are: Teachers and principal 
of the school and other teachers and 
principals employed by CISVA, 
employees of the parish and/or school, 
past employees whose termination is 
less than three years ago, relatives of 
those excluded. 
 

Who can nominate? 
• Those that are eligible to stand for 
office. 
• Nominations must be received by the 
Subcommittee in a sealed envelope no 
later than 10 days prior to Election 
Date. 
 

Our PEC elections will be held after all 
the masses on the weekend of May 
25/26, nominations must be received 
no later than May 15. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our International festival gatherings 
leading up to Pentecost Sunday are 
back! We invite parishioners to share 
the food and aspects of their culture 
with short music or dance 
presentations after the 11am Mass. If 
you are participating, please contact 
Lara. Her email is 
olphchurchvolunteers@gmail.com. 
 

Sunday May 19: Asia 

Sunday May 26: Europe 

Sunday June 2: The Americas 

Sunday June 9: Pentecost Sunday BBQ 

 

CALENDAR 

International Festival 

PEC Nominations   

Congratulations and a warm 
welcome to all our new Catholics! 

APRIL 
Christ, the Alpha & Omega 

May the light of Christ rising in glory dispel the  

darkness of our hearts and minds.  

https://rcav.org/event/who-am-i-9
https://rcav.org/marriage-anniversary
http://www.newevangelization.ca/
mailto:olphchurchvolunteers@gmail.com

