
 

 

   

  

MASSES & SERVICES  
- Saturday Anticipated Mass: 
5pm  
- Sunday Masses: 9am, 11am & 
5pm  
- Monday – Wednesday 
Masses: 8am 
- Thursday Mass/OLPH Novena:  
8am & 7pm  
- 1st Thursday: 8am Mass & 
12pm Mass/Novena/Healing 
Prayer 
- Friday, Saturday, Holidays: 
9am Mass 
- Fridays in July & August: 8am 
- Children’s Mass: 9am 1st 
Sunday of the month Oct-June 
- Children’s Liturgy: 11am  
All Sundays except the 1st 
Sunday from Sept- June 
- Reconciliation  
Saturday: 4pm - 4:45pm 
- Adoration  
Saturday 9:30-10am  
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Friday: 9am-4pm 
STAFF 
Pastor  
Babu Mathew, CSsR  
Associate Pastor  
Joseph Horo, CSsR 
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Virginia Fong  
Pastoral Coordinator  
Bertilla Watanabe  
Bookkeeper  
Corinna Siy 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Theresa Barao 
 OLPH School Principal 

Lora Clarke 
Jr. Kindergarten Director 
Maria Cortese 
 

CONTACT 
Email: parish.olph@rcav.org  
Website: www.olphchurch.ca  
Parish Office: 604-224-4344  
OLPH School: 604-228-8811  
Jr. Kindergarten: 
jrkindergarten@olphbc.ca  
 
OLPH Church, 2465 Crown 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
 
Pastoral Council 
Donna Trasolini 
trasolini@telus.net 
Finance Council 
Kevin Chan 
kchanolph@gmail.com 
Parish Education Committee 
Maili Wong 
pec@olphbc.ca 
Parish Fundraising Committee 
Sandie Weitz 
sweitz20@gmail.com 
COORDINATORS 
Altar Guild 
Bridget Bird 604-228-9180 
Altar Servers 
Kate Carr 604-730-5640 
Catholic Women’s League 
Meg Knowling 
MKnowling@Outlook.com 
Children’s Liturgy 
Kathy Mok 
communications.olph@rcav.org 
Craft Group 

Elizabeth Hii   e1kmhii@gmail.com 
Development & Peace 
Deirdre Webster 604-736-0714 
Eucharistic Ministry 
Pamela Brammall 604-228-9206 
Hospitality Ministry 
Gerry Macken 604-222-1369 
Knights of Columbus 
Peter Dodge 604-649-1111 
Liturgy of the Hours 
Bridget Clark 604-228-8773 
Madonna Group 
Monica Cheung 604-739-8837 
Ministry of the Word 
Roger Poirier 604-224-0426 
Music Ministry  
Catherine Walsh  
catherine.organist@gmail.com 
Communion to the Sick 
Mary Thompson 604-263-6008 
PREP 
Elizabeth Towers 604-440-8809 
Project Advance 
Bertilla Watanabe 604-224-4344 
RCIA 
Bertilla Watanabe  
bwatanabe@rcav.org 
Social Justice/St. Vincent de Paul 
Mark Thompson 778-891-6275 
Volunteers Coordinator 
Lara Garcia Carton  
olphchurchvolunteers@gmail.com 
Weddings 
Fr. Babu Mathew 604-224-4344 
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STEWARDSHIP: FAITH & TREASURE 

  September 29, 2019                                                  26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP PARISH 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

The gift of “treasure” is one of many gifts we are blessed with. Wealth and our attitude towards it, is the theme 
of today’s Mass readings. This stewardship of our temporal assets from a Christian perspective is just one of the 
responsibilities we are called to foster in our relationship with God.  
 
CS Lewis may have been thinking of King David singing idle songs when he said, “One of the dangers of having a 
lot of money is that you may be quite satisfied with the kinds of happiness money can give, and so fail to realize 
your need for God. If everything seems to come simply by signing checks, you may forget that you are at every 
moment totally dependent on God.”  
 
Whether we are blessed with plenty or little, we are called to be humble, steadfast in faith and pursue 
righteousness for the good work of building God’s kingdom. This is also reflected in our Mass offering. The 
Sunday offering is an act of thanksgiving and a giving back to God of the riches that our skills, education and 
status in the world brings to us. When you give your gift at the altar, this work of our hands is consecrated along 
with our hearts, minds, our entire selves. Giving the Lord an hour of your wages when you come to Mass is a 
humble and thankful acknowledgement of the gift of work and wages. Does your Sunday offering at Mass reflect 
the depth of your gratitude? 
 
In keeping with the idea of giving thanks, this week we will be starting Morning Chapel, a tribute to St Alphonsus’ 
Evening Chapel which he started in Naples in his 30s. For St Alphonsus, it was a way of bringing prayer, preaching 
and community to the poor and marginalized of that region. At the time of his death at age 72, there were 10,000 
active participants in these communities.  
 
Our Morning Chapel will be on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 9am in the rectory chapel. We will gather 
for the Divine Office which is the daily prayer of the Church. The Divine Office or Liturgy of the Hours are five sets 
of prayers, marking the hours of the day, sanctifying it with prayer and praise from Scripture.  The Hours are a 
meditative dialogue on the mystery of Christ. The dialogue is between the Church or individual soul and God. At 
times it is a dialogue among the members of the Church and at times it is between the Church and the world.  
 
Since we are gathering at 9, we will say the Morning prayer. St. Basil the Great gives a good description of what 
the morning prayer is: "It is said in the morning in order that the first stirrings of our mind and will may be 
consecrated to God and that we may take nothing in hand until we have been gladdened by the thought of God, 
as it is written: 'I was mindful of God and was glad' (Ps 77:4) or set our bodies to any task before we do what has 
been said: 'I will pray to you, Lord, you will hear my voice in the morning; I will stand before you in the morning 
and gaze on you' (Ps 5:4-5)." 
 

May this be our prayer each day, through the kind intercession of our Mother of Perpetual Help. 
 

                  Yours in Christ, 
                     Fr. Babu Mathew, C.Ss.R 
 

                             
   
 
 
 
 
 

Sanctifying Our Days with Prayer and Offerings 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Noon Mass, Novena &  

Veneration of the Relic of St. Alphonsus 

Come and join us at 12:00 noon on the first Thursday of each month for a beautiful 
Mass and Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help as well as special healing prayers with 
the relic of St Alphonsus.  Email your prayer intentions to olphnovena@gmail.com. 
Fellowship in the Madonna Room over soup to follow. Our next Mass is on Thursday, 
October 3.  All are welcome! 
 

By Joe Heschmeyer 

Sometimes, when we talk about Christianity, we present it as a great deal. “My yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light,” Jesus says (Matthew 11:30). But other times, it sounds like Christianity is costly. 
Remember that Jesus also says “he who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me” 
(Matthew 10:38). So which view is right? Both of them. 
 
There’s a pair of images that Jesus gives that sheds some light on this (Matthew 13:44-46): 
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up; then in his 
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and 
bought it. 
 
At first, these two might be expressing the same thing, but there’s actually something to be gained from 
each one. The first image is of a treasure buried in a field. The man who finds this treasure buries it again, 
and then gives up everything he has to buy the field. Notice two things. First, buying the field costs the 
man everything he has. 
 
Second, it’s still a steal. The man in this parable is getting the land for cheap. What Jesus is 
describing isn’t even legal. If you find treasure, or oil, or gold or whatever on someone’s property, you 
can’t conceal that fact from them when you’re trying to buy the land. Jesus is describing Christianity as 
an incredible deal, so good that He’s basically saying that we’re ripping God off. Look at what we get out 
of the deal, and look at what He gets. 
So what can we take from this? You could say that Christianity is a bargain, but it still costs everything 
you have. Or to put it another way, Christianity costs everything you have, but it’s still a bargain. The 
Christian life really does require us to be willing to give up everything that we have to follow Christ. For 
some of us, that might literally mean giving up: 

• the promotion, because it requires you to work on Sundays or to spend too much time away 
from our families; or 

• the boyfriend, because he’s pressuring you to do things contrary to the faith; 

• the promise of having a wife and kids, because He’s calling us to the priesthood or religious 
life; 

• the comfort of popularity, because our friends are a bad influence; or simply 

• our self-centeredness, as we are daily asked to put others in front of ourselves when we really 
don’t want to. 

 
And we can choose to look on it negatively. But we can also choose to look at it as the most amazing 
investment imaginable. Just consider. Imagine if you had a time machine, and could go back and invest 
in Apple or Microsoft or one of those companies when it was just starting. Chances are, you’d gladly give 
up all of your money, you’d struggle to make ends meet, putting every spare dollar into buying more and 
more stock in the company, knowing that one day, these short-term sacrifices would make you 
extremely wealthy. And that’s just for money, just for this life. Christianity contains the certain promise 
of so much more. Give up everything you have to follow Christ, and you’ll gain eternal happiness. 
 
And what’s better is that this investment gains dividends now. It’s not that you’ll get eternal life but you 
have to live a terrible life now. Even if that were true, it would be worth it. Trading a few decades of 
unhappiness for unending billions of decades of bliss would be a great deal. But the truth, God is the 
author of human nature. He knows what will truly fulfill us both in eternity and here and now. 
And this is what’s revealed in the second of the parables that Jesus uses. He compares the Kingdom of 
Heaven to a Pearl of Great Price, but more importantly, he compares you and I to “a merchant in search 
of fine pearls.” In other words, it’s not just that the Kingdom of Heaven is valuable in some objective 
sense. It’s that it’s the fulfillment of what you and I have been searching for our whole lives. The 
happiness that we crave, and that we do anything to gain, that’s the happiness God is promising 
us. That’s the pearl. 
 
So with that, two parting words of advice: 
First, It’s no good trying to do Christianity by half-measures. The price of the Kingdom of Heaven is to 
give up everything to follow Christ. So look at whatever is holding you back, whatever you’re not willing 
to part with, and ask yourself, “would I really trade eternal happiness with my Creator for this?” 
Second, your heart is longing for the Pearl of Great Price. Stop trying to satisfy it with imitation pearls, 
no matter how shiny they are. Trust God to provide the joy that He made you for, and the joy that He 
promises to give you. 
                   www.wordonfire.org 

Our Faith: The Pearl of Great Price 
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Stewardship Reflection 

“My child, remember that you received what was good during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received 
what was bad; but now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented. Moreover, between us and you a 
great chasm is established…” (Luke 16:25-26) 
 
When God created the world, He declared that it was good and He gave it to all mankind for us to enjoy. 
However, over the years we have created a chasm between those who have great gifts and those who 
do not. In today’s Gospel we see that with our own generosity we must bridge that gap between those 
who have much and those who have little or we may find ourselves on the wrong side of the chasm in the 
next life. 
                                                                                                                        Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

REDEMPTORIST NEWS NEWS & NOTICES 

Weekly Collection: Sunday Mass Offering Sept 21 & Sept 22: $4,553. Offering for the Needy: $10. Needs of the 
Canadian Church: $25. CSsR Pension: $80. Thank you for your faith-filled generosity. 
 

Project Advance: Good news, dear parishioners, we have exceeded our diocesan goal of $52, ooo!  Pledges 
are currently at $60,592. Thank you to all who have given! However, we are still some way from reaching our 
own parish goal of $104,000. If you have not made your donation yet, please prayerfully consider how you 
can support this year’s appeal. Look out for a letter and Project Advance pledge form in the mail this week. 
Thank you for your support! 
 

Morning Prayer in the Chapel: Join us every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9 – 9:20am for morning 
prayer in the Rectory chapel. Please download the iBreviary from the App store for convenient access to 
these prayers.  
 

Madonna Group Meeting:  Wed, Oct 2nd at 11:30am in the Madonna Room as the hall is being repaired. We 
have a speaker from Madonna House that will give a talk on the founder, Catherine Docherty. Madonna 
Group is for seniors but no membership is required. $2 at door when you attend. Please contact Monica 
Cheung if you plan to join them (604) 739-8837. 
 

Becoming Catholic: If you are interested in finding out more about the Catholic faith, you are welcome to register 
for the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA). We gather between 9am and 10:30am. Registration forms are 
available in the church foyer and the parish office. You can email your completed form to Bertilla. Her email: 
bwatanabe@rcav.org. 
 

PREP Teachers & Teaching Assistants Needed: If you are a registered parishioner or high school student needing 
volunteer hours and would like to help with teaching Catechism, please contact Elizabeth Towers at 604-440-8809 
or email prep.olph@rcav.org.  
 

Newman: A Saint for Our Times – A Panel on the Life and Thought of Cardinal Newman: Blessed John Henry 
Newman will be canonized as a saint of the Catholic Church on Oct. 13, 2019. His life has inspired so many people 
around the world and continues to do so up to now – attested primarily by the numerous Newman Clubs, Centres, 
and Associations today. Join us this evening as our panellists address different aspects of Cardinal Newman’s 
achievements and legacy. Hear the story of how his life can be a role model for us and our journey towards 
holiness. Join us for this free event on Wednesday, Oct. 2, at 7 p.m. at the John Paul II Pastoral Centre in 
Vancouver. 
 

Fall Institute: Archdiocesan Institutes are dedicated to the Church’s mission of life-long faith formation. Our one-
day courses equip Catholics with the knowledge, skills, and spiritual foundation necessary for active participation 
in the life of the Church. Faith formation courses include: Building Blocks to Holiness and Basics of the Faith. Cost 
$40, includes lunch. Everyone is welcome. Saturday, Sept. 28, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Notre Dame Regional Secondary 
in Vancouver. Register online at rcav.org/oc-fall. 
 

Pro-Life Mass and Prayer Vigil: Join us for a peaceful, prayerful vigil for unborn children and their parents. 
Saturday, Oct. 5. Mass is at 9 a.m. at St. Paul Parish in Richmond followed by the Rosary. For upcoming dates, visit 
rcav.org/pro-life-mass-and-prayer-vigil 
 

Garden of Gethsemani Open House: Come and explore. There will be guided and self guided tours available. 
Light refreshments. The two-day event will run from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 27, and Saturday, Sept. 
28. Take advantage of the 10% discount off pre-arrangement burial spaces, valid during event only. Limited 
appointment times available during event days. Please bring this ad to receive discount. Does not apply to 
services or memorial markers. Cannot be combined with any other promotions or discounts. 
 
 

 
 

 

OLPH Youth will be presenting the Icon of 
Hope Yellowknife Tour in our church on 
Friday Oct 25 at 7pm. It will be an evening 
of great music and powerful reflections on 
the icon of our Mother of Perpetual Help. 
Admission by donation. 
 
 
 

Expectant mothers and mothers with 
children a year and under are invited to a 
special St Gerard’s Feast Day lunch 
gathering on Sunday Oct 27 at noon (after 
the 11am Mass). Spouses and children are 
welcome to attend. Please email 
rsvp2olph@gmail.com by Oct 18 if you are 
attending and state the number of adults 
and children in your group. Thank you! 
 
 
 

Children’s Mass will resume again on 
Sunday October 6 at 9am and will be held 
on the 1st Sunday of the month during the 
school year. There are occasional changes 
to the first Sunday schedule so please 
check the bulletin for updates. If you’d like 
your children to help with tasks for this 
Mass, please visit our website: 
www.olphchurch.ca/serve/ministries/ 
childrensmass/ 
 
 
 
OLPH Youth will be selling frozen pumpkin, 
apple and blueberry-peach pies again to 
celebrate Thanksgiving. Funds raised will 
go to youth ministry initiatives. Please 
show your support by buying a pie (or 
two!) available after all masses over the  
next 2 weekends:  October 5 and 6 & 
October 12 and 13. Don’t miss out –- have 
some pies to serve with your Thanksgiving 
family dinner. We will be selling them in the 
church foyer. All pies are going for $15.  If 
you would like to pre-order pies, please 
email Theresa. olphyouthmin@gmail.com. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 

YOUTH MINISTRY PIE SALE 

OCTOBER 

You can make a donation to Project Advance by filling out the pledge form you 
received in the mail or using the detachable envelope on the leaflet.   

You can also go to www.rcav.org. Just indicate that your parish is OLPH. 

 

Remembering  
Bl. Kaspar: Appointed 
to Form Missionaries  
Feast Day: Sept 26 

CHILDREN’S MASS 

Kaspar Stanggassinger, born in 1871 in Berchtesgaden, in 
southern Germany was the second of 16 children. His father 
was a farmer and owned a stone quarry.From his youth he had 
a growing desire to become a priest. When he was ten years 
old he went to Freising to continue his schooling.He found the 
studies rather difficult. His father told him that if he did not 
pass his exams he would have to leave school. 
 
With a strong will, remarkable dedication and fidelity to prayer,  
Kaspar steadily made progress. In the years that followed he 
began, during vacation, to gather groups of boys around 
himself to encourage them in the Christian life, to form a 
community among them and to organize their free time. Every 
day the group went to Mass, took a walk or went on a 
pilgrimage. Kaspar’s dedication to them was admirable and 
extended even to risking his life to save one boy in danger 
when mountain climbing. 
 
He entered the diocesan seminary of Munich and Freising in 
1890 to begin his study of theology. Very soon it was clear to 
him that the Lord was calling him to live his vocation as a 
religious. After a visit to the Redemptorists, he was inspired to 
follow their vocation as missionary. In spite of his father’s 
opposition he entered the Redemptorist novitiate at Gars in 
1892 and was ordained a priest in Regensburg in 1895. 
 
Kaspar Stanggassinger had entered the Congregation of the 
Most Holy Redeemer with the intention of being a missionary. 
However, he was appointed by his superiors to form future 
missionaries as vice-director of the minor seminary of 
Durrnberg, near Hallein. He dedicated himself completely to 
this responsibility. 
 
Each week he spent 28 hours teaching in the classroom and yet 
was always available to the boys. On Sundays he never failed to 
offer his help at the churches in the neighboring villages, 
especially by preaching. 
 
Even with such a schedule of work he was always patient and 
understanding with the needs of others, particularly the 
students who saw in him more a friend than a superior. 
Although the rules of formation at that time were very strict, 
Kaspar never acted harshly, and anytime he had the impression 
that he had wronged someone he immediately apologized 
humbly. 
 
Deeply devoted to Jesus in the Eucharist, he invited the boys 
and the faithful to whom he preached to have recourse to the 
Blessed Sacrament in times of need and anxiety. His preaching 
was a constant reminder to the faithful to take the Christian life 
seriously, growing in faith by means of prayer and continual 
conversion. His style was direct and appealing, without threats 
of punishment as was common in the preaching of that time. 
In 1899 the Redemptorist opened a new seminary in Gars. 
Father Stanggassinger was transferred there as director. He 
was 28 years old. He only had time to preach one retreat to the 
students and to participate in the opening of the school year. 
On September 26 he died from peritonitis. 
 
The Cause of his Beatification began, in 1935, with the 
transferring of the body into the side-chapel of the Church of 
Gars.  
 
On 24 April 1988 he was proclaimed ‘Blessed’ by the Holy 
Father, John Paul II.  
                 www.redemptorists.ie 
 

Fr: Brehl: Pope Francis Has the Redemptorist Spirit 
 The nearly 5,000 members that make up the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer 
are currently present in more than 80 countries in the world. “The situation is different in 
each continent,” explains, Redemptorist superior general, Fr. Michael Brehl, to New Life 
media. While in Asia there is a moment of great growth due to the increase in the number 
of vocations, in Europe and North America the vocations are declining. “There are many 
older confreres and few young,” he says. Meanwhile, in Latin America, the numbers 
remain stable. “Brazil, for example, is the country with the biggest number of 
Redemptorists in the world,” says Brehl. “But if something is common to all continents, it 
is the clear commitment of the congregation to collaborate with lay people, women and 
men, prepared and trained to do the mission with us.” 
 

Q: How do the Redemptorists carry their mission out today? 
Fr. Brehl: It depends on the place. For example, in Latin America and in Europe, which are 
cultures with a very strong Catholic tradition, we can preach the popular missions and 
form the communities. But not in Asia, because of various cultures there are fewer 
Christians. Our mission in Asia is carried out much more in the dimension of witness and 
social apostolate. However, there is a link between all continents, and we work a lot in the 
field of youth ministry. In fact, during my recent visit to Spain, I participated in a meeting 
in the Monastery of Espino (Burgos) with more than 350 young people and confreres 
involved in the youth ministry in our congregation. 
 

The other reality is the shrines, as in the case of Aparecida in Brazil. Many of them are 
dedicated to Our Lady of Perpetual Help. They are very popular pilgrimage destinations 
and represent another opportunity to evangelize and encourage many people to live 
more deeply their relationship with God and Jesus in their own parishes after the 
pilgrimage. Also, each shrine develops social projects to deepen relations with the 
abandoned and the poor. 
 

Q: Focused on youth ministry, has the post-synodal exhortation “Christus vivit” already 
begun to be put into life? 
 

Fr. Brehl: It is wonderful for us to see the emphasis that Pope Francis puts on youth 
ministry. Above all, because it is not approached from the perspective that it is a pastoral 
“for” the young people, to instruct or give them something, but rather it is an apostolate 
“with” them. It is a youth ministry that involves young people in the Church, in the mission 
of Jesus. 
 

With young people, who are longing to be part of many social projects, who want to 
volunteer, we have built many schools and orphanages in Africa, for example. We have 
also sent volunteers to work with children with special needs. It is a pastoral that wants to 
involve young people in our mission to those excluded from the world. It is not just about 
making retreats and reflecting, although this is also important, it goes about working 
together in the mission. This summer, 80 young Spaniards volunteered to other parts of 
the world. In other countries, such as Germany, it is very common for boys to go for one 
year as volunteers before starting college. Young people also want to be agents of 
change, not just recipients. 
 

Q: Pope Francis has completed six years as Pope. How do you see this pontificate? 
 

Fr. Brehl: When we listen to Pope Francis, when we read his exhortations, that’s what we 
see is a redemptive spirit. The spirit of the Church on the way out, on a permanent mission 
to bring the good news to others, especially to the peripheries, but not only in words, but 
also in gestures, in witness, in concrete actions of charity and reception. For us, Francisco 
is an example of the spirit of Saint Alphonsus. 
               www.cssr.news 

Congratulations Award-Winning Altar 
Servers of OLPH 
Clara Tjoa (extreme left) and Aimee Sanderson were 
OLPH Parish’s recipients of this year’s Annual Altar 
Server Awards held at Holy Rosary Cathedral two 
weeks ago. The awards were presented at a Mass 
and awards ceremony presided by Archbishop 
Michael Miller and organized by the Serra Club. 
Award-winning servers from other parishes of the 
Archdiocese of Vancouver were also present. 

ICON OF HOPE EVENING 

NEW MOTHERS’ LUNCHEON 
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