
 

 

      

  

  

MASSES & SERVICES  
Saturday Anticipated Mass: 5pm  
Sunday Masses: 9am, 11am, 5pm  
 
Mon – Wed Masses: 8am 
Thurs Mass & OLPH Novena:  
8am & 12pm Noon  
1st Thurs: 12pm Mass/Novena/ 
Healing Prayers  
Fri, Sat & Holidays: 9am Mass 
Fri in July & August: 8am Mass 
 
Children’s Mass: 9am 1st Sunday 
of the month Oct-June 
Children’s Liturgy: 11am  
All Sundays except the 1st Sunday 
from Sept- June 
 

Reconciliation  
Saturday 4pm - 4:45pm 
Adoration  
Saturday 9:30-10am  
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Friday 9am-4pm 
 

CLERGY & STAFF 
Pastor  
Babu Mathew, CSsR  
Associate Pastor  
Joseph Horo, CSsR 
 

Office Manager  
Virginia Fong  
Pastoral Coordinator  
Bertilla Watanabe  
Bookkeeper  
Corinna Siy 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Theresa Barao 
 OLPH School Principal 
Lora Clarke 
Jr. Kindergarten Director 
Maria Cortese 
 
CONTACT 
Email: parish.olph@rcav.org  
Website: www.olphchurch.ca  
Parish Office: 604-224-4344  
OLPH School: 604-228-8811  
Jr. Kindergarten: 
jrkindergarten@olphbc.ca  
 
OLPH Church, 2465 Crown 
Street, Vancouver BC V6R3V9 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
 
Pastoral Council 
Donna Trasolini 
trasolini@telus.net 
Finance Council 
Kevin Chan 
kchanolph@gmail.com 
Parish Education Committee 
Maili Wong 
pec@olphbc.ca 
Parish Fundraising Committee 
Sandie Weitz 
sweitz20@gmail.com 
COORDINATORS 
Altar Guild 
Bridget Bird 604-228-9180 
Altar Servers 
Kate Carr 604-730-5640 
Catholic Women’s League 
Meg Knowling 
MKnowling@Outlook.com 
Children’s Liturgy 
Kathy Mok 
communications.olph@rcav.org 
Craft Group 

Elizabeth Hii   e1kmhii@gmail.com 
Development & Peace 
Deirdre Webster 604-736-0714 
Eucharistic Ministry 
Pamela Brammall 604-228-9206 
Hospitality Ministry 
Gerry Macken 604-222-1369 
Knights of Columbus 
Peter Dodge 604-649-1111 
Liturgy of the Hours 
Bridget Clark 604-228-8773 
Madonna Group 
Monica Cheung 604-739-8837 
Ministry of the Word 
Roger Poirier 604-224-0426 
Music Ministry  
Catherine Walsh  
catherine.organist@gmail.com 
Communion to the Sick 
Mary Thompson 604-263-6008 
PREP 
Elizabeth Towers 604-440-8809 
Project Advance 
Bertilla Watanabe 604-224-4344 
RCIA 
Bertilla Watanabe  
bwatanabe@rcav.org 
Social Justice/St. Vincent de Paul 
Mark Thompson 778-891-6275 
Volunteers Coordinator 
Lara Garcia Carton  
olphchurchvolunteers@gmail.com 

Weddings 
Fr. Babu Mathew 604-224-4344 
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REDEMPTORIST SAINTS 

  January 12, 2020                                                                                   The  Baptism of The Lord 

 OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP PARISH 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

The feast of the Baptism of our Lord marks the end of the Christmas season.  Although Jesus appeared in the 
"substance of our flesh" when he was born a child and appeared outwardly like one of us, He was absolutely 
sinless and impeccable. The Gospel tells us of Father’s satisfaction with the Son and the descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon Jesus, thus giving us a beautiful picture of the Trinitarian nature of God.  
 

This is a good time for us to ponder our own baptism when we became children of God. Gratitude for the gift 
of this special relationship with God can be expressed in so many ways. Especially at this time when resolutions 
are being made, perhaps we could think a little about how we can be more engaged in our faith lives. 
 

Our offering of prayer, financial help and sharing of time and skills are concrete ways of giving glory to God for 
his blessings. The youth will be doing this in their own way. Some of them are planning to share the story of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help with a few other parishes in our diocese. I invite young people who are interested 
in helping in some way to come and be part of this. Although our Youth Ministry has always placed a strong 
emphasis on music,  there are other channels for sharing your talents.  
 

In March we will be launching the 5-year plan to celebrate the anniversary of the Redemptorists. You will be 
hearing more about that in the coming weeks. The preliminary plans for the redevelopment of the rectory site 
for apartments for lease are moving along.  I look forward to sharing these with you when I return from my 
annual trip back home.  
 

Looking to the weeks ahead, Lent begins on February 26. We will have a faith study program with video 
presentations that I would like to encourage as many people as possible to be part of.   
With the blessing of Our Blessed Mother, I hope you will remember me in your prayers just as I will remember 
you in mine. 
                                            Yours in Christ, 
                                                                                Fr. Babu Mathew, CSsR 
 

 
          
      
 

                             
   
 
 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead to Plans for the New Year 

Last Sunday we celebrated the feast of one of our own -- a 
member of our great Redemptorist family and one who 
served his entire life as missionary and bishop here in 
North America. His zeal for proclaiming the Good News of 
the mercy and love of God impelled him to learn more than 
seven languages, in order that he might be able to listen to 
and speak to the hundreds of thousands of immigrants 
who flooded to the shores of America in the mid-19th 
century.  
 
Fr. Brendan McConvery, CSsR, of the Dublin Province, 
wrote this short but very thorough and insightful 
description of St. John Neumann. A "fáinne" is a pin 
awarded to those who demonstrate fluency in the Irish 
language. 
 
The Saint with the Fáinne 
St John Neumann is probably the only canonized saint to 
have been awarded the Fáinne for his ability to speak Irish. 
The fáinne is a  small round golden badge, often worn on 
the lapel of jackets was conceived at a meeting of members 
of the Gaelic League in Dublin on February 17, 1916.  The 
Fáinne which means “ring” in the Irish language, would be 
worn by Irish speakers to allow other speakers identify 
them and to demonstrate a willingness to speak Irish in 
their daily lives. Effectively, it was a campaign to promote 
the use of Irish on a daily basis. 
 
President Eamonn de Valera laid it on John Neumann’s 
tomb in Philadelphia when he visited it in 1963 - De Valera's 
half-brother Fr Thomas Wheelwright was a Redemptorist of 
the Baltimore Province. 
 
John Neumann  was born in the town of Prachatice in what 
was then known as Bohemia (now the Czech Republic) on 
March 28, 1811. He felt the call to priesthood as a boy and 
entered the local seminary of Budweis at the age of twenty.  
 
As he came towards the end of his course, the bishop made 
an extraordinary announcement: since the diocese was well 
supplied with priests, he was suspending ordinations until 
further notice. 
 
John decided to leave his homeland to dedicate himself to 
the European immigrants in America, who were deprived of 
spiritual support. He was well equipped for this work, as he 
had picked up six languages, including Czech and German, 
the spoken languages of his homeland. 
 

 John reached New York with one suit of clothes and one 
dollar in his pocket in April 1836. The archbishop 
immediately  accepted him for service and ordained him 
deacon and then priest in June 1836. John devoted 
himself to the pastoral care of German speaking 
emigrants. For the next six years, he toiled in a parish 
that stretched from Lake Ontario to Pennsylvania, 
covering long distances on horseback. John was not a 
great horseman: he was so short that his legs often 
hardly reached the stirrups.   
 
The incessant work of running such a vast one-man 
parish made him long for the companionship and support 
he might find in a religious community. He applied to join 
the Redemptorists who had only arrived in America a few 
years previously, and who, like himself, were German 
speakers. He was accepted into the novitiate in Pittsburg, 
and here there is another Irish link. His novice master, Fr 
Joseph Prost, an Austrian, would be the leader of the 
first Redemptorist mission in Limerick a decade later. 
John was an indefatigable worker and a man of intense 
prayer. He served in various communities, and after only 
six years as a Redemptorist, he was appointed Provincial 
Superior of the American foundation. 
 
At the age of 41, he was nominated Bishop of 
Philadelphia.  The city already had a large and constantly 
growing population of Catholic immigrants. The Germans 
and Slavs fleeing from the unrest on the continent, were 
now joined by large numbers of Irish fleeing the Great 
Famine. It was to minister to them that John set about 
learning some basic Irish, especially to hear their 
confessions. It is said that one elderly Irish woman came 
out of his confessional, giving thanks to God that now we 
have an Irish bishop. The Irish would be joined by the 
Italians and the Poles. The arrival of these Catholics in a 
large industrial centre like Philadelphia gave rise to civil 
unrest. During John’s episcopate, new parish churches 
were completed at the rate of nearly one per month. 
Speakers of the same language and people from the 
same country often gathered around a particular church, 
and so national parishes were born.  
 
The most significant contribution of this gentle little 
bishop to the American Church was his promotion of the 
Catholic school system.  The number of parochial schools 
in his diocese increased from one to 200. His fluency in 
languages endeared him to the many new immigrant 
communities in Philadelphia as well as the Irish. As well as 
ministering to newcomers in his native German, 
Neumann also spoke Italian fluently. He invited religious 
congregations of women to establish new houses within 
the diocese to provide necessary social services.  He 
founded a religious institute of sisters for the work of 
education. He only once took a break outside the diocese 
when in 1854, he travelled to Rome, and then for the first 
brief visit his family since he had left almost twenty years 
before. He was present at St. Peter's Basilica for the 
definition of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 
On his return, he resumed the round of work he had 
begun in the diocese. On the eve of the Epiphany, 
January 5, 1860, Bishop Neumann collapsed and died on 
a Philadelphia street. He was still only 49. John Neumann 
was beatified during the Second Vatican Council on 
October 13, 1963 by Pope Paul VI and was canonized by 
the same pope on June 19, 1977. In his homily at the 
canonization, Pope Paul described the new saint: “He 
was close to the sick, he loved to be with the poor, he 
was a friend of sinners, and now he is the glory of all 
emigrants.” 
 

   

St John Neumann: Patron of  
Sick Children and Immigrants 

Baptism of Christ by Jacopo Tintoretto, Italian 1518 – 1594, The Cleveland Museum of Art 

…behold, the 
heavens were 
opened to him, and 
he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like 
a dove and coming 
to rest on him; and 
behold, a voice 
from heaven 
said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with 
whom I am well 
pleased.”    
                                         
-  Matthew 3:17                                                                      
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CWL Meeting: The Catholic Women’s 
League will meet on Thursday, January 
16, 2020 at 730PM in the Madonna Room. 
All interested are welcome.  
 
Knights of Columbus Meeting: The 
Knights of Columbus Council 3821 will 
meet on Thursday, January 16, 2020 at 
730PM in the Church Hall,  All welcome. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our parish is hosting the 40 Hours 
Adoration starting tomorrow Monday 
Jan 13 – Wed Jan 15. Exposition will begin 
at the end of morning Mass and continue 
till 7pm. We will need at least two people 
to be present every hour on these three 
days. We would very much appreciate 
your commitment to sit in silent prayer 
before the Lord. Sign-up sheets will be in 
the foyer in the new year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come join a workshop on creating 
memories for yourself, family and 
friends! During this 10 -week workshop, 
participants will produce a 5 to 10-minute 
video on some aspect of their lives or 
family. With the guidance of an instructor 
from Simon Fraser University and 
assistants, and using your own photos 
and other images combined with a short 
audio narration, you can bring alive an 
incident or aspect of your life story to 
share with future generations. No 
specialized knowledge of computers is 
required; just a basic familiarity. The 
workshop is designed for seniors (55+). 
10 Tuesdays, 1:00 – 3:00 pm, starting on 
January 21, 2020. Fee: $ 50.00. Location: 
Madonna Room. For further information, 
contact Silvana Carr at 604-261-6635, 
sicarr@telus.net. Register and pay fees 
at the parish office. 
 
 

 
  
  
  
            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Stewardship Reflection 

And a voice came from the heavens, saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 
3:17) 
Two thoughts come to mind when reading this. First, God, Our Father, is so generous, that he gave his only 
son, whom he really loves, to us so that we can have eternal life with him in heaven. God, Our Creator, 
really loves us, too! Second, Jesus was obedient to his Father’s will, even to the point of death. This is a 
reminder that our own lives are pure gifts from God and meant to serve God and others. 
 
 

                                                                                                                          Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  

 REACHING OUT NEWS & NOTICES 

Weekly Collection: Sunday Mass Offering Jan 4 & 5: $6,162.10. Offering for the Needy: $10. BC Catholic: $10.  
Christmas Collection: $406. Solemnity of Mary: $1,658. Initial Offering: $1,370. Thank you for your faith-filled 
generosity. 
 
2020 Sunday Offering Envelopes: 2020 Sunday envelopes are ready for pick up this weekend in the church 
foyer. Please make sure you pick up the right box as some names may be similar to yours and addresses are 
not printed on the label. If your envelope box is not in the foyer, please contact the parish office.  
NOTE: PLEASE DO NOT USE YOUR 2020 ENVELOPES UNTIL 2020 AND DO NOT USE YOUR 2019 OR ANY 
PREVIOUS YEAR'S ENVELOPES IN 2020. 
 
Vancouver Marian Conference: Come join fellow Catholics in a day of praise, worship, fellowship, and 
listening to talks given by Fr. James Blount, S.O.L.T., Fr. Chris Alar, MIC, Fr. Joseph Aytona, CPM, and Fr. 
Peter Prusakiewicz, CSMA. Music and song by Anna Nuzzo. This will enrich your faith and give glory to 
Jesus and honour to the Virgin Mary. Takes place Saturday, Jan. 18 from 9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Canadian 
Martyrs Parish in Richmond. Register online at www.eventbrite.com/e/vancouver-marian-conference-2020-
tickets-80429529889. 
 
RCIA Sponsors: We are looking for sponsors to support this year’s catechumens in RCIA. A sponsor’s role is 
to accompany the catechumen in their spiritual journey through prayer and faith-inspired friendship. If you 
can speak Mandarin or Cantonese, it would be helpful as well. You will not be expected to attend RCIA 
sessions except on some important dates. Just make some time for sharing the faith!  Please email Bertilla 
if you have questions or if you’d like to help: bwatanabe@rcav.org. 
 
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity: “Where does the Church stand on issues of sexual orientation and 
gender identity?” with guest speaker Peter Nation. Peter has an Honours BA in Philosophy and a Master’s 
degree in Religious Education. He was a high school teacher for 28 years, most of them at St. Thomas 
Aquinas in North Vancouver where he taught grade 11 and 12 students and was the Head of the Religion 
Department. He has also taught RCIA and Adult Faith Development for 25 years. He was a member of the 
Sexuality Education curriculum development committee of the Catholic Independent Schools of the 
Vancouver Archdiocese and after his retirement was hired as a consultant on the Gender Dysphoria policy 
revision committee. Friday Jan 24 at 7pm at John Paul II Pastoral Centre. Register online: 
https://rcav.org/event/into-the-deep-sexual-orientation-gender-identity/ 
 
Week of Prayer from Christian Unity: In a world marked by diversity in language and culture, we express 
our Christian faith in diverse ways. During this week we are called to celebrate this diversity and be faithful 
to Christ’s call for the unity of his Church. All are invited to join with brothers and sisters of various 
churches in prayer, song, and witness to unity as followers of Christ.For more info, contact Maria Rocha at 
the Ministries and Outreach Office at 604-683-0281. Wednesday, Jan. 22, 5 p.m. John Paul II Pastoral 
Centre, 4885 Saint John Paul II Way. More info and registration at rcav.org/tob Register before Jan. 7 to 
receive the early registration discount. 
 
Theology of the Body: Come and discover God’s Plan for Life. Discover human nature as the “Gift of Self” 
in our relationship with God and one another. Discover holiness intimately connected with human nature. 
Discover how the Sacraments, particularly the Eucharist, redeems human nature and what this tells us 
about life on earth and Eternal Life with God. 2020 courses take place on Mondays from 7 p.m. until 9:15 
p.m. beginning Jan. 13 at St. Monica's Parish in Richmond OR Tuesdays from 7 p.m. until 9:15 p.m. 
beginning Jan. 14 at John Paul II Pastoral Centre in Vancouver.  
 
Searching in the Spirit Leadership Team: We are looking for a team of great young adults who want to 
change the world and journey with young people at our annual post-Confirmation leadership and 
discipleship program, Searching in the Spirit. Applicants should be at least grade 10 and have a desire to 
serve the young people in the Archdiocese of Vancouver. Team members will foster an environment of 
faith, love, and service to Searching in the Spirit participants by exhibiting a faith-filled life, good Christian 
values, and strong leadership abilities. Other qualities include modelling good Christian values; leading 
activities with youth; and being an ambassador, interpreter, and mentor for youth. Apply online at 
rcav.org/sis20-team-info 
 
St Patrick’s Regional Secondary Open House: If you are thinking of St Patrick’s Secondary, you are 
welcome to attend the school’s Open House on Monday, January 13, 2020, 6:00 pm, at the School Gym. 
 
 

CALENDAR 

Meetings 

40 Hours Adoration 
 

JANUARY 

Digital Story-Telling Workshop 

Friends of Liguori:  Inspired by the life of St Alphonsus 

Vision 
Friends of Liguori exists to assist OLPH parish 
with the ongoing work of determining and 
responding to legitimate spiritual, emotional 
and material needs in our community and 
beyond if called for.  

 

Mission 

Having been inspired by the example of St. 

Alphonsus Ligouri, the founder of the 

Redemptorists, we strive to encounter God 

through the poor and introduce the poor to 

the God of love. 

 

Responsibility   

Friends of Liguori will:  

• Determine among them, who is 

available to meet in-person with 

applicants, consulting with the 

pastor as needed, to determine 

applicants’ needs and subsequently, 

the ability of OLPH to meet them. 

• Meet in-person with applicants 

requesting support (ideally two 

members of Friends of Ligouri will 

work together on each request for 

assistance),  

• In consultation with the pastor, 

respond accordingly by providing 

financial support such as, gift 

certificates, grocery cards, or paying 

for pharmacy prescriptions.  

• If additional needs or ongoing 

counselling supports are requested, 

Friends of Liguori will assist with 

connecting community 

members with the appropriate 

resource in our community and will 

(if needed) assist in compensating 

the counsellors for services 

provided.  

 

Meetings and Communications 

Friends of Liguori will: 

• meet every three months to review 

their progress,  

• share by email, requests for 

assistance, and the outcome of the 

requests in order to foster group 

learning and enhance collaboration  

• ensure that all identifiers of 

applicants are removed prior to 

sharing any applicant information 

by email 
 
 

By Anne Walsh 

The story of the Redemptorist family begins with a Neapolitan nobleman, Alphonsus de 
Liguori, who was born in 1696. He was intellectually and artistically gifted, earning a double 
doctorate in civil and canon law by the time he was sixteen years old. He practiced law for 
six years, remarkably never losing a case in the convoluted and often corrupt courts of the 
Kingdom of Naples. In 1723, however, he lost his first case because of corruption.  
 
In despair and disillusionment, he turned to God and experienced a moment of conversion. 
Against his father’s wishes, he began studies for the priesthood and was ordained in 1726. 
Alphonsus dropped the “de” in his surname as a sign of his new direction in life.  
 
As a young lawyer, Alphonsus had volunteered at the Hospital for the Incurables in Naples. 
When they were clerical students, Alphonsus and some like-minded friends began a 
catechetical ministry among the destitute poor of Naples. They enlisted lay men and 
women, often unlettered, and trained them as catechists. These teams held evening 
catechetical sessions in the alleys, storefronts, and back rooms of the poorest 
neighbourhoods, calling them the “Evening Chapels.” Some of the names of the leaders 
have been preserved in the writings of Alphonsus and his early biographers. Thus, we now 
recall Pietro Barbarese, Luca Nardone, Bernardino the cowherd, and Leonardo, who sold 
chestnuts on the streets, as early partners in mission. Before there were professed 
Redemptorists, there existed partners in mission. 
 
Once ordained, Alphonsus began a preaching ministry in Naples. His powerful and 
captivating style made him a very popular preacher, constantly in demand. He used 
common language to help the people grasp the wonder of God and God’s personal 
invitation to relationship. After a few years of constant ministry, on the brink of exhaustion, 
Alphonsus retreated to the mountain village of Scala, on the scenic and peaceful Amalfi 
Coast. 
 
At Scala, seeking rest, Alphonsus once again had an encounter with God through the poor, 
one that changed the direction of his life. Alphonsus met the shepherds and goatherds of 
Scala, who were not only poor and uneducated, but also abandoned by Church and society. 
In the countryside of the Kingdom of Naples, churches had been closed because the 
congregations could not afford to pay their parish priests. Large swaths of countryside 
were left without clergy and therefore without catechesis and pastoral service. Meanwhile, 
it is estimated that in the city of Naples there was one priest for every hundred people.  
 
Moved by compassion, Alphonsus began to introduce the poor to the God of love. He drew 
a small band of priests and lay men around him to share this ministry. In 1732 they formed a 
new family in the Church: the Congregation of the Most Holy Saviour, later renamed the 
Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer. 

 

Mandate of Friends of Liguori 
Ministry 
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