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March 29, 2020                                                                                               5th Sunday of Lent 

March 27, 2020 
 
Dear Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parishioners,  
 
As you are aware, effective Saturday, March 21, all church services in the Archdiocese of Vancouver are to be 
offered without a public congregation until further notice.  From His Excellency, The Most Reverend Archbishop 
Michael Miller: 
 
“Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
After further prayerful consideration; and after no small amount of sadness; and after hearing from senior pastors 
and others about the need for a single directive for the entire Archdiocese; and in keeping with the regulations of the 
other Dioceses of British Columbia; I direct that all Masses, whether Sunday or weekday, beginning on Saturday, 
March 21, are to be offered without a public congregation, until further notice. This likewise applies to other parish 
activities and celebrations, such as Stations of the Cross, and so on. 
Consequently, all the faithful are dispensed, for the time being, from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass.” 
While we must together follow the advice and recommendations of our federal, provincial and local government 
and church authorities, and we must stay home and physically distance ourselves for our own safety and the 
health and safety of the most vulnerable in our communities, faith and prayer are also critical in the face of the 
COVID-19 health pandemic. 
 
His Holiness Pope Francis has called upon all of us to pray:  
“In these trying days, while humanity trembles due to the threat of the pandemic, I would like to propose to all 
Christians that together we lift our voices towards Heaven. I invite all the Heads of the Churches and the leaders of 
every Christian community, together with all Christians of the various confessions, to invoke the Almighty, the 
omnipotent God, to recite at the same time the prayer that Jesus, our Lord, taught us. I, therefore, invite everyone to 
do this several times a day . . .” 
 
We can pray together with the Holy Father.  We can pray together with our immediate families in our homes.  We 
can pray together with our extended families and friends through telephone and video conferencing.  We can 
pray alone in the quiet of our hearts. 
 
My prayers and the prayers of our entire Parish community are always with you.  Under the current 
circumstances, our Parish office is temporarily closed and staffed by Fr. Joseph and  me.  I am attempting to keep 
up with telephone and email requests and questions, you can contact me as follows: 
Parish office: 604-224-4344 
Email: reception.olph@rcav.org 
 

At this time, OLPH Parish will not be livestreaming Sunday Mass or other Parish services.  However, there are a 
number of other Parishes in the Archdiocese of Vancouver (and elsewhere) that are doing so – please go to 
https://rcav.org/coronavirus/ and click on “Watch Mass Online” for local Mass offerings as well as international 
and television offerings. 
 
I am posting this letter on our OLPH Parish website and sending it to all Parishioners that have consented to 
receive email communications from OLPH Parish.  Please pass this letter on to other Parishioners that may not be 
on our current email list but may still wish to receive Parish updates during this difficult time.  I will try to continue 
to communicate with you all in this way. 
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Some Important Matters to Note In these Challenging Times 
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Stewardship Reflection 

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” (John 11:40) 
 
Many of us say that we believe in God. We go to church on Sunday. We volunteer for events at our parish. 
But when life gets hard and the pressure is on, when things aren’t going our way, do we really believe and 
put our trust in the Lord? When we live a life of gratitude, being thankful for the gifts we have been given, 
we really do see that God is providing all that we need. It opens our hearts to see God’s active presence in 
our daily lives. 
               Stewardship Office, Archdiocese of St. Louis 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  

 

ON-LINE MISSION BY BALTIMORE REDEMPTORISTS 
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Redemptorist Missionaries of Baltimore Province organize an online mission taking advantage of social 
media. The mission is to start next Monday on Facebook and will be held in English and Spanish. 
This is the invitation from the Missionaries from Baltimore Province: 
 
One of the distressing effects of the current global pandemic has been the inability of believers to gather 
as a community for prayer and worship. Fortunately, there have been successful efforts to “gather” while 
in our own homes through the use of social media. Redemptorist Missionaries of the Baltimore Province 
will join these efforts through an online mission with the theme: “A Time for… “ 
 
Some of the reflections we will offer are: 
* A time for prayer 
* A time for mercy 
* A time for Mary 
and several others that draw from the deep well of our Catholic Christian faith tradition. Our hope is that 
hearing the Good News during this time of crisis will nourish our faith, inspire hope, and encourage us to 
love. 
 
The Mission will begin on Monday, March 30th, and will conclude on Wednesday, April 8th. 
To join us, “like” and “follow” the Redemptorist Facebook Page ( Redemptorists) and on the day of the 
mission, around 10 am (Eastern Daylight Time), you will receive a notification that a live “watch party” has 
begun with an invitation to join. Please feel free to share your prayer requests in the chat, where a 
Redemptorist missionary will be present and praying for all who join us and, indeed, for the whole world. 
You can also share this invitation with those who are not on Facebook with the following link: 
www.facebook.com/RedemptoristsBaltimore/ 
 
 
female Doctor of the Church. This study will run at the John Paul II Pastoral Centre in Vancouver every 
Friday from Jan. 10 through March 13, with the exception of January 24 (no study this night). Register 
online at rcav.org 
 
RCIA Sponsors: We are looking for sponsors to support this year’s catechumens in RCIA. A sponsor’s role 
is to accompany the catechumen in their spiritual journey through prayer and faith-inspired friendship. If 
you can speak Mandarin or Cantonese, it would be helpful as well. You will not be expected to attend 
RCIA sessions except on some important dates. Just make some time for sharing the faith!  Please email 
Bertilla if you have questions or if you’d like to help: bwatanabe@rcav.org. 
 
Pro-Life Mass & Prayer Vigil: One of the fundamental answers to abortion is prayer. Please join your voice 
with ours as we pray on the first Saturday of each month at a different parish for a new culture of life. 

 
Lastly, although I know that many of you may already be suffering adverse financial consequences from 
this coronavirus pandemic and the ensuing economic disruptions, for those of you who are able, I ask that 
you please continue to support the Parish even when you are not able to physically attend.   Sunday 
collections are our sole source of income and we still have many bills to pay and services that continue.   

Thank you to those parishioners who have already committed to pre-authorized giving at our parish –  

your support has been and will continue to be critical for our parish operations during this difficult time.  

Click here to reach the donation site: https://rcav.org/sunday-offering/ 

Let us continue to pray to our Blessed Mother to tend to all of those suffering during this difficult time, 
and that the pandemic may swiftly be brought under control with testing, treatment and eventually 
vaccines to keep us safe. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Babu Mathew, CSsR 
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